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Abstract

In the era of rapid advancement in digital media, the Douyin platform has emerged as a significant
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arena for the dissemination of intangible cultural heritage (ICH), where inheritors engage in self-
expression and cultural presentation through short videos. Adopting narratology as the theoretical
lens, this study examines short video texts posted by ICH inheritors on Douyin, analyzing their nar-
rative features across four dimensions: narrative subject, narrative perspective, narrative struc-
ture, and narrative language. The findings reveal that these short videos exhibit the following char-
acteristics: prominent individual identity narration by inheritors, internal focalization that inten-
sifies emotional engagement, fragmented structures that align with platform logic, and audio-visual
language that fosters a sense of presence. Drawing on these features, this paper proposes commu-
nication implications from four aspects: individual narration, emotional connection, serialized ar-
rangement, and audio-visual optimization.
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