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Abstract

This paper reviews research on Internet buzzwords and youth identity construction from a socio-
linguistic perspective, focusing on the connections among language variation, language attitudes,
group identity, and digital-media contexts. Existing studies suggest that Internet buzzwords are not
merely lexical innovations; they also function as symbolic resources through which young people
express affect, negotiate relationships, recognize social circles, and position themselves in platform-
based interaction. Despite increasing interdisciplinary attention, current research still faces sev-
eral limitations, including blurred conceptual boundaries, insufficient integration of sociolinguistic
theory, restricted platform and sample coverage, a separation between quantitative patterns and
contextual interpretation, and limited representation of youth agency. To address these issues, the
paper proposes a mixed-method framework of “computational analysis-qualitative interpretation-
sociolinguistic validation.” Topic modeling can identify thematic structures and semantic clusters
in large-scale corpora; sentiment analysis can trace affective tendencies across events, platforms,
and groups; netnography can situate linguistic practices within online communities; and discourse
analysis can explain how buzzwords index identities, negotiate meanings, and construct group
boundaries. Combining macro-level pattern detection with micro-level contextual interpretation
can provide a more comprehensive account of the social meanings of Internet buzzwords and the
mechanisms of youth identity construction.
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