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Abstract

As a pivotal concept in traditional Chinese political culture, the “distinction between Hua and Yi” is
deeply rooted in the Three Dynasties narrative constructed in The Book of Documents. Centering on
The Book of Documents and drawing on relevant accounts in the Records of the Grand Historian, this
study analyzes the textual formation of these classics before examining their conceptual implica-
tions. Although chapters such as the “Canon of Yao” and the “Tribute of Yu” are not contemporane-
ous archives from the Xia dynasty but rather retrospective political writings by Warring States-pe-
riod Confucians, they nonetheless articulate a political ideal of “harmonizing the myriad states” and
a spatial scheme of the “Five Zones of Tribute”. These formulations already reflect the narrative
tendency of the Zhou-Han period to regard Huaxia culture as the center and moral rites and teach-
ings as the criterion of judgment, namely “treating the various Xia as inner and the Yi and Di as
outer”. This retrospective political imagination gradually transformed early divisions based on kin-
ship and lineage into distinctions grounded in cultural identity, thereby establishing a foundational
narrative framework for Huaxia orthodoxy and the ideal of world order. This imaginative frame-
work not only lent historical legitimacy to the later doctrine of “transforming the Yi through Xia”,
but also laid solid textual and theoretical groundwork for the maturation of the Confucian concep-
tion of the “Hua-Yi view”.
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