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Abstract

“Bao Jian, Wo Shou Ni Yi Kao Zi” is an internet catchphrase originating from the 2025 marriage-
seeking incident of “Baicheng Aunt”. The intended original meaning of the expression is “Baby, I will
love you for alifetime”, and its character errors stem from the visual similarity of Chinese character
forms, a phenomenon defined as “character form misalignment”. Taking this expression as the re-
search object, this paper adopts case analysis and text analysis methods, and conducts research
from four dimensions: linguistic ontology, cognitive mechanism, communication dynamics, and so-
cial connotation. The research findings show that at the linguistic ontology level, character form
misalignment results from the combined effect of Chinese character recognition rules, handwriting
input technology, and the handwriting input characteristics of middle-aged and elderly groups. At
the cognitive level, Frame Semantics underpins the restoration of intended meaning, while Concep-
tual Integration Theory accounts for the generation of the emergent meaning of “clumsy sincerity”.
At the communication level, the expression undergoes a complete linguistic meme cycle from “varia-
tion” to “selection” and then to “retention”, and achieves cross-community diffusion by virtue of its
fidelity, productivity, and emotional contrast. At the social level, it reflects multiple issues including
the intergenerational digital divide, meaning reconstruction of online subculture, and mediatized
emotional expression. This paper provides a microscopic sample of purely visually-driven internet
language variation, and also enriches relevant research perspectives on digital language practices
of middle-aged and elderly populations.
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Table 1. Comparison of “character form misalignment” with related concepts
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Figure 1. Screenshot of the comment “Bao Jian,
Wo Shou Ni Yi Kao Zi”
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