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Abstract

As a living carrier of the fusion of Ba and Chu cultures, Three Gorges shadow puppetry carries the
emotional memories and aesthetic experiences of a thousand years of agricultural civilization. How-
ever, amidst the drastic changes in the modern media ecosystem, this ancient art form is facing mul-
tiple dilemmas, including audience loss, inheritance disruption, and the disappearance of cultural
context. From the perspective of journalism and communication studies, this paper takes “digital sur-
vival” and “communication reconstruction” as the core analytical framework to systematically exam-
ine the communication practices and theoretical propositions of Three Gorges shadow puppetry in
the new media environment. The study suggests that the contemporary communication of Three
Gorges shadow puppetry is undergoing a triple paradigm shift from “local ritual” to “media spectacle”,
from “museification” to “digital survival”, and from “cultural communication” to “cultural dialogue”.
In this transformation process, short video platforms have expanded the communication space of
intangible cultural heritage, but also brought about the concern of weakening cultural depth; cross-
cultural practices have opened a window for dialogue between civilizations dialogue, but also faced
the challenge of “cultural discount”; digital technology has provided new possibilities for living
inheritance, but also raised the deep question of how to balance technological empowerment and
cultural authenticity. This paper further proposes that the contemporary vitality of Three Gorges
shadow puppetry lies not in restoring any single form of communication, but in constructing a com-
posite communication ecosystem based on mutual support among traditional fields, media fields,
educational fields, and digital fields, achieving systematic reproduction of culture through the in-
tertwined resonance of multiple fields.
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