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Abstract

With the rapid development of digital media and generative artificial intelligence technology, the
speed of information production and dissemination is accelerating, and the production mode of liter-
ary texts has also undergone profound changes. Whether the continuous increase in the quantity of
information means that people’s thoughts, aesthetic experience, and spiritual life are synchronously
enriched, and whether the continuous expansion of text generated by artificial intelligence means
that the improvement of literary creativity has become a problem that literary research needs to face
again in the digital age. This paper uses Byung-Chul Han’s discussions in “In the Swarm” of the claim
“increase of information is not equal to increase of thoughts” and how digital media change people’s
perception mode as a theoretical starting point, combined with Benjamin’s thinking on the changes of
modern technology media and people’s perceptual knowledge mode, and Zhu Guangqian’s related
discussion on aesthetic perception, aesthetic distance and artistic creation, to investigate the changes
of people’s aesthetic perception in the digital media environment and its internal relationship with
the generation of Al literature. Firstly, this paper analyzes how the information proliferation, algo-
rithmic recommendation, and fragmented communication of digital media change people’s attention
structure and aesthetic acceptance mode, so that aesthetic activities gradually tend to be instant,
rapid, and type-based, and points out that rich information does not necessarily bring rich aesthetic
experience. Secondly, taking Apostle of Destiny and Land of Machine Memory as cases, this paper
analyzes the basic path of generative artificial intelligence from information retrieval and language
reorganization to large-scale text production, distinguishes the formal novelty of Al-generated texts
from the innovation of experience and thought, and points out that the increase of text quantity and
the change of text form do not necessarily mean the generation of new literary experience and
thought. Finally, starting from the distinction between “producing text” and “creating experience”,
this paper reconsiders the significance of literary creation in the era of artificial intelligence, and
holds that the value of literature is not mainly reflected in the increase of knowledge and text, but
in changing people’s perception mode through new aesthetic experience, so that readers can break
through the existing information and meaning structure, and thus realize a new understanding of
themselves and the world. Therefore, the key issue of literature research in the Al era should not
only be whether artificial intelligence can write literature, but also whether the text generated by it
can create new experiences and why literature can maintain its irreplaceability in the era of infinite
text production.
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