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Abstract

Digital media have become deeply embedded in rural society, substantially changing both the sub-
jects producing rural narratives and the ways in which they are communicated. The countryside is
no longer merely a geographical space waiting passively to be represented; it has gradually become
an object that is written about, displayed, circulated, and experienced. As external builders, opera-
tors, and communicators entering the countryside, “new rural residents” participate in shaping ru-
ral images while continuously adjusting their own subject positions through their communication
practices. This study takes the “Youtian Huakai” Homestay in Youtian Village, Songyang County,
Zhejiang Province, as a case study and, drawing on in-depth interviews and participant observation,
examines the communication practices of “new rural residents” in digital-age rural narratives and
how they negotiate their subjectivity in this process. The study finds that these new rural residents
integrate homestay space renovation, cultural event planning, new media communication, and
tourist interaction, transforming rural living space into a narrative space that has aesthetic value
and lends itself to circulation. At the same time, they engage in continuous role adjustment among
identities such as “outsider,” “operator,” “builder,” and “rural narrator.” This study argues that rural
narrative in the digital age is not merely the communication of a local image but also an ongoing
negotiation undertaken by “new rural residents” among urban-rural relations, media logic, and lo-
cal practice.
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