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Abstract

Liver fibrosis is a pathological process of repeated damage and repair of hepatocytes and abnormal
proliferation of extracellular matrix caused by a variety of etiologic factors, and is a key factor in
the progression to cirrhosis and even hepatocellular carcinoma. Although removing the causes can
reverse liver fibrosis to a certain extent, the reversal often occurs slower or less frequently, and the
progression of the disease cannot be avoided, especially in the advanced stage of liver fibrosis.
Therefore, clarifying the mechanism of liver fibrosis and exploring therapeutic targets for reversing
liver fibrosis are important research directions at this stage. To date, a large number of antifibrotic
approaches have been validated in cellular studies and animal models, and an increasing number
of molecules are and will be entering clinical trials, which is driving preclinical studies and clinical
trials aimed at finding new therapeutic approaches. In this review, we summarize the molecular
mechanisms involved in the development of liver fibrosis and the potential therapeutic approaches
based on these molecular mechanisms.
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1. 5|15

JFET 44 (heptic fibrosis, HF)/2 H 22 Fos D U0p BRI 8 o PORS PEIS DT S0« P08 P8 1 10 1 FH s
(NAFLD). 259 453405 BB AR S A1 B B S P 08 55 51 S (1) S e i 42 R R 2k R i &5 2R
I 3 9 BRARL 2 JH 0 41 3 5 (extracellular, matrix, ECM) & 38 2 . BN/, Myt £, BT
JHFRE AR BREERE (1] AR ML (HSC) 2 AR 420 2 ECM [ £ ZRIE, A2 216 A 0, 42
BERE RS AR R, SRR ARG T ML, EREFpt, HSC
DR UL A, KB EMA4EER, ERRKER ECM, SEUFA4EAR R AR RE2].
YA RN E kP R RO AL, e BN R R SR B IR . T R AL I RO
RIFZFEAE N =P 2 VI C[3]. BHT, Y67 MR e — G R07 4 R 4] A 4EfuiER
JHFREAC I A BARY B, fE— @ AR bl gt . DRIk, $RITF AR 44k 1) A AR ML DA R Ao CAE R0 41 4
A BRIE ST FR R 1) 0T S0 22 92 5 3 g B B R S o BRI A A A e TR B AH OC 2 JE B FIUAH Y6 9 3E
JERATERA,  UAHANEE M) 25 P00 A S T i

2. FAEENS FIESiER

JFAF SR AR S5 T BRI (HSC) IS A 0%, X2 Z P4 iR 7 1 W [F A I 45 31, A SOlfig
¥ HSC B M B T2 (A 1),

2.1. TGF-p SEF 44

HALEK AT B (transfoming growth factor-f, TGF-B)rI LAt ECM & ik, Fhdml M, =2 S8
YR E BN . TGF-p ARG TGF-A. HEMKEERABMP). #HI R 33 R4,
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Hrf TGF-p FEE ALK TGF-B1. TGF-42 1 TGF-p3 =FJ5A . TGF-B H 1 TGF-B1 $\ A& FTF4F 4L T ik,
1B SR R 1, HRIA S it AT G B BEA S UIA OC[5]. M4 2 B Hifhit, Kupffer e, Bk
YIS ] AL K B TGE-p1 HiS AL ARSI HSC, {8 LAk iU AT 4E 4D, 24 LR 4T 4 41 At K &
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Figure 1. The important molecular pathways promoting HSC activation
1. {23 HSC BiEEE D FIER
50 5 R A A 2=
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J& DA Bl B ECM, T (2 3 T AR 4E40 6] MBI HSC 227 A K 4 2345 SR B0 i 5 -1 (Tissue
Inhibitor of Metalloproteinases-1, TIMP-1), TIMP-1 7] 535 48 & A BF-2 (Matrix Metalloproteinase-2,
MMP-2) 45 4 FRARILIE Y, 110 MMP A e BE AT LT 4E b 423000 ECM [IB&f#, TIMP /Eh MMP (1) 4 B
HOHIFR BE A% A4 MMP BSEYE, IXFR R — SR T ECM MR, (R3EH-£F4E46[7]. TGF-B1 B it
FofE P 2ICEKS| Smad 55H F. Smad EAFXWE, WIBIREAF S =K Z&% Smad (R-Smad)
45 Smadl. 2. 3. 5. 8, H.A' Smad2. Smad3 J& T TGF-B1 #iG 1 R & A ; #0514 Smad (I-Smad)
fU4% Smad6. 7, HH Smad7 Xt TGF-A1/Smad 38 i 2 3= L4 6| = /EH, 18H %Y Smad (CO-Smad)fd
15 Smad4, 25 TGF-f B 5 EF % 2515 58 8[8]. TGF-f Z 4K (TGF-preceptor, TAR)ELHE TERI. TARII.
TARII. i TARI. TARIT R H A (X 15 22 % R (Ser)/ 75 2 IR (Thr) 2 45 1T B 4S5 4 SR
Mo BFEF 4tk it fE v TGF-p1 5 H SRR LI TGF-ARII Ml45 4, JEshis 58 Sk i, MiHH%E TGF-ARI,
TGF-ARIL 5 TGF-ARI JE I8 A4, Ik AWk, WEEg 1651 TGE-ARI BEBUE B & B (LB & 1,
HE— LRIk Smad2/3, WEBERRALIY Smad2/3 A Smad4 45 & —[FIEE AL EAMIAZ, T AL kAT AT 44k AR
KT a-SMA. T BUR 52 F(COLTA ) FITITAY i Ji 2 (1 (COL1 A3 R A AE A FE R e s, JHFAR A H 1k ™=
Az AR, Smad7 BEWS AT 4 SR T TGF-B BRLF4EAAERI[8]. MHSCHEFRN], BT SIEMR
(CKI) ] DL /N BRUHE T TGF-1. COL1A. £F#EHEEM TIMP1 H3RIE, SAMEER Smad7 J&IHER T
CKI /3 1¥) HSCs iG 4k, Xidt—BIE T Smad7 XF TGF-B {24 4EAL I /E R [9].

2.2. PDGF

ML /N R A K Rl 7 (Platelet-Derived Growth Factor, PDGF){5 ‘5l v DA #F ik J5 25 (A 1Y A= At
LIRS HSC g, FEMAAER) KRS hifd s EEAEH . PDGF H DUFA [F MR, 4390
4 PDGF-A. PDGF-B. PDGF-C+ PDGF-D. X%y En] LUl i —mi s e A R 2R B ) — 5 4k, 1 PDGF-
AA. PDGF-BB. PDGF-AB. PDGF-CC #1 PDGF-DD [10]. ARV, JHL4E40 4 NINJ2 Zwhd 245
15 S8 H 2 (Ninjurin2) R IA R 2 i, #0%] HSC #1%) PDGF-BB 15 5% % 7] LAVH B Ninjurin2 {2 4F
YeLbAEH[11]. PDGFR J& T 2 AT B RTK) X%, BA & AR REIThEE, T IE N 408,
FRET Y40 I FD Kupffer 4012 W.. PDGFR & PDGFR-a #l PDGFR-S Fifh2kAl, 51k HSCs #EL, %
1L HSCs ' PDGFR-a FIRIEKFIREFAZ, XA PDGFR-B HIFKIE Lif[12]. HHEWTEEY, PDGFR-
oc TE AR P13 A JHF 45 49 3o 2 o th @8 5k 1 5 HSC A7 ANE RS RAE (R £ 4R AE FH[13]. tH T RCAR I AL 1EH,
* PDGFR 5 PDGF 45 &0, o KRATARS S04 RN B SBR[ 14]. fEHH553H1E, Kupffer
A SR T N ZE4E. BEA, PDGF tH] B Kupffer 4088, P4 AVEAL ) HSC Rik. &b,
PDGFR 7t HSC Jii F3&5k, Rk nr DU IS B 70 WL gl HSC 0% . PDGF 5 HAHN Z R 456752
A ZIRACFITERR AL, J2E T B IR A0 A [F) 4 P4 JEC A IR TR S BR e ik o JRIII PDGFR 2 fith & 22 P 5 88 6 PRI I8
W%, 3% Ras/Raf R4 WEfEHE Cy (PLCy) BEFREENLEE 3-8 (PI3K)/Akt il %, LAK JAKAE 55 S MEE
SEUE T (STAT) @ B « P85, XS8R o T 1 (R 4R 4e AL SR L DR ) 0B K7, il 1 B R B
(COL1A1). TIMP #1 MMP, LA AHEIE -5+ Bel2, M- Z 4 g A& 15].

2.3. Notch

Notch {55 8 2% & —Fm BEREAOR ST (I8 %, A1 2 A2 A i 16 EEAE T H Rt R IA
UF Notch 24 (Notchl, -2, -3 Fl1-4)F1H Filc A (Jagged], -2 A1 DII1, -3, -4) [16]. Notch 32 {AF1 Notch At {4
Fok YA (R PAH BAE FH 530 Noteh 55 B BG,  HE I fil % FOAARSIS (1) Notch SZARYY p- 0 B &
YIvIE], 380 Notch 411 P9 45 F 35 (NICD) (8¢ T8 - B 5, Notch 4l P 45 M % 7 3 40 o % h JF 45 & DNA
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i A EHAE T4 5 5= H Tk (Rbp-Jx) Ml Mastermind & [F1(MAM) LABUGE £ 8 Notch #EFRI 5, A6 AR5
Z4HFH S5 7 (Hairy and Enhancer of Split 1, Hes1)F1 Hes #H5% 1,2 (Hey)ZX i3 A i) B IR #4558 F[17]. Notch
55 8 % O S5 IR ¥ HSCs 3L 2 [FZPARES, HSCs H1[1) Notch i@ 57 [ 78 5 s, &k
HSC, 1 ECM MIFAR, INEERTEF4ELL[18]. WFFERW], Notch 5555 1 - 4EALHE AT R 817 .
— 77 T, £FAEJE IR X 38 (1) 4% NICD [H 248 i 5 2 il 5 3 e T 34 0, 5Bt TR 1 98/ s 55— J7 1, Notch3
Jaggedl 1 Notch 155 T i FEIE R 1) ik B G AR e ik Fe o 3G hn, - Bl 35 JH 2 4 A 1 v B i k2>
WURCEF 4E 20 i Notch {55 4% T B FEW AR IS #H] HSCs X WURCEF 4 240 B i 0 Sk /> ECM. TR,
1M Hi& Eif 7 MMPs (3835, {23F ECM BIFEfRE, MmAms £ 4et gk [19]. 25 Bk, Notch {55
BodE S e HSC BIdEAk,  BEm g ik AR 4E A itk e

2.4. Wnt/p-Catenin

Whnt/B-catenin {5 SEEEETR T4 H9GH . 4ERRIRIG R B AA A P4 07 T AR E 2O EEER . itk
Gb, EES5 B AR E[20]. Wit JEIE (1805 T DU HSC (M3 ATEAL, @l 18 g i 4
BRA R R - 1878 A B AR A A A AR LA R S BURFAF4E40[21]. Wat 5 516 S22
Wt FLik 546t 2 A8(FZD) M 25 Gl R 1. WHFLAIYIA 19 4> Wt BLEFT 10 ME#h 24k, 3307 Wnt /5
S GRS R AR P [22] . UL Wit SRR TR B ARSI, JRIm I 5 /55 4wk v T 20k
T A1 Wnt FlAd 5 RS2 A 4 B T s« — FLSEE, SR Wnt JEB% 5 S B-catenin [RS8 M K LR
PR, AT SN . A7 ORISR A ORI R R Y RIA 23], a4t Wt & F15 BEA0 A
G R A (Fro) RS2 MR FE IR B I 2R AR ER 1 5/6 (LRPS/6)iEHE, MilifEid(5 5l it a6l & A
(D) IR A o) 4 o R AR AME 5 . MBI NS 5% N, & RLEE i i) GSK-38 U KB 1L p-
catenin BRI ELEME, MTIFR RUFE p-catenine NS5 H S, 415 Fi# B 1) B-catenin 15 F|— &
KPR, RERTHE N A A , 55 1% 0k B 4 B 38 5 X /T bk R 48 i Xl ¥ (LEF/TCF) 45 & , T i S-catenin-LEF/TCF
BE&Y, FHAM Wnt 5 58D T LRI FFE 5% [24]. WHFEERM, CCl #5F I A 4E 40/ R B JRAR
HSC #F1 TGFA1 M) LX-2 4 Polo BEEAREE | (PLK1)IZIALE T . W] PLK1 (IZREBRL T
HSC 34k, (3t 7 HSC ## T2, 1fi Wnt/B-catenin 7] fg & PLK1 /51 HSC ¥& 4L FT b 75 145 Sl B8 [25]
HERER AT L@ ) 2 BR AR AEAG IR 7, TS 2R RSE 7, 4 Wnt/B-catenin #4%, AIMAIH] HSCs
(S R BRI AR 2R, AT 4l 27 4 Ak [26] -

2.5. NF-xB

¥ kB (Nuclear factor-KappaB, NF-«xB) sk K7 7E e KA. M SSRE . 21 4E 40 A Z0 B i T T By
HOREEZEH . NFxB & — MR FEI%, 855 RelA (p65)s NF-xB1 (p50 Fl p105). NF-xB2 (p52
pl100). c-Rel 1 RelB. RelA. RelB il c-Rel A H A& e s o i 1t 1) % S 0 45 1938 TAD) . 4RTM, pS0
A1 p52 k= TAD, EAVERUIIFE SRR AMHI -, Kk pS0 A1 p52 il % 2257 TAD IR L R
TR R DL — B RAEIhRE[27]. EARTEITRIRE T, NF-«B & AA/E T, I¢5 405 1 4F
SR kBa 2RI ERY), (HAEL M NF-«B {5 5@ B BUE MM, kBa BUEEH, FEEZA NF«B —
RRIVREI, 55V 2 G S N FE DR V) )5 30145 4 IR I0s 15 3¢ [28 ] FF E RN A, B 3% oh 41 i (Kupffer cell),
TEF AR YA A2 AN T B O A o A0 00 fik R B E M M PR JBE IR Pk 26 MR i IR - R AL R 7 1)
FEI, HEM S 2 HSC ISR AR, SR 4E0[29]. U421y, 2B em A (ROS) A4
FHR AT F AL (DAMPs). iX £ DAMP BEHUE Toll #5244 (TLRs) MR+ 52 44 UL S F A 524K 1 (IL-
1)o DAMPs 5HALRLE & )5, S&fihk TLR4/EE R 4504k 88 (MYDSS)il %, i % NF-xB. X —idfE 2
B NOD-. LRR-A1 pyrin Z5 43k 18R (4 3 (NLRP3)IHESE, M 5| R RIER N, X S5EFRE & 5%
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SERI(NOD). Bk R 4§ J5i-1 (pro-caspase-1)~ [/ 3-18 Hii #4(pro-IL-18)F1 /1 %-18 Hi & (pro-IL- 1) it
SRS L. [FRF, ROS i&2xfilik NLRP3 DL 4L TAHOCHE A, i &4 CARD (ASC)HIH T-4H
RPE SRR 23S, FF554E pro-caspase-1, FEMR R M/ MA . S 5 16 2 /MR RT3 TL-18 0 IL-
18 FAE ke, 3T s BT IR I (HSC), & SR A 440 R FE[30]

3. BT
3.1. TGF-§

4T TGF-B/Smad 1@IE LI HSC F [ HEA%:, $a] TGF-B/Smad i IE 1] G A& JH £F 440 1) — 2L
HIVETEYRIT g . MR A EEMBEA(GARP)ZE —MEE M, /& TGF-B 1IX #5214k, Zhang Z5[31]HF
FoioR, SXTHRZAALEL, GARP mils /N 4EE N (o I WIS A, TRV 1T 2R, TIMP &8
TR DFRIEE, BRI, AR a-SMA FFE LR HE IR & BRK, 39 GARP G4
NG TR HEAL, TEJEA B T R4 4EAid 72, H HSC I GARP )2 FRAN SN JORE B Hifsi, iX
F B GARP A B AIE AT IF AL . AT R E AL CCL % S H/N R H, REDDI [l 25 & 4
AIPEAIC ALT/AST WIACPFRIR SRR B IR SR, T DL ZE 0] TGF-B 753 M 2F A I )5 Bas il 71)-1 Rk
1 Smad FIfEER 1L, XK REDD1 1] DL ik ol /b 21 15 B i s 40 i) 770-1 A4 TGF-B/Smad il 1E KB
1EATFEF4E4R[32]. Song 533 18R 1 R R R I 52 /& B (TrkB)1E FTAF4E A0 i v (R P 48 AR 7 18 10
B, TGF-B1E HSC il B3 M Nedd4-2 H¥ TrkB FEfF. i EDFSZIRUERT, TrkB i iAo
TGF-A1 55 1#] HSCs 1 COL1A1 f17=/E . qRT-PCR 7 #rift—HIESE, 78 LX2 4iffid, TrkB iR IAGEH]
#] TGF-B1 % COL1A1 FZ5 2k 4 44 KK 7 (CTGF) mRNA 7KT-H)_E 1R, i#E— 5 2R AN R Iy a2 BT
LRYEAL . XL I ULIA TrkB AT A8 LR r) St AT IR 7, OB A T 4E AL B BEIE FE IR T #E . R
ZRMEG B ARG, (FR—FIRET I, O B T SE EE . HERRER A
(GLTTs)/&—Fh R ZHEHY), B MAERY GLTTs Al LLEL Y NF-xB DL TGF-f1/Smads JEi#%, #tifi
B AT JHF 7 B A 2 28 A0 M D)7 7K1 DA R SRR S 4T 4 (0 iR, DRIk GLTTs m] Apgi B4 Th e 14 £ i oy
BCAYTE T AR AR TR T A i R FH B 98 7B £ [34]

3.2. PDGF

Liu Z£[35|0F X W FHH AR B AT L@ 48 H PDGF-BB/PDGFRp 15 5l % M H Rt (s 5 1 p-
AKT/AKT. p-ERK/ERK #l p-p38/p38 [IRIA, il HSC 4. Wb AL, et HSC 4Ufui T, ik
> CCL 15 TR 4EAL, A ERBNPIEF Y. AR INER LA B K BE G5 H 6] DNA & ufiig
16 HSC MIMEE . il I 7R B Bt IR R 4 E L 5 Z PP 0%, B AGHIHI 285 . 75 Bel-
2/Bax {5 5@ 1 PI3K/AKT 15 5@ ¥ K40 HSC Hus AR dhiG 4k 1) HSC T4, IX st JLF i R
IR B AP ARG 77, T Re oy Bt IR I AR 4R A0/ AR B LI [36]. RIS FHARRPV)Z
— R AE R HIV 259, BOb AW AR RPV A GBI 8 0 STAT 1 M1 75 5 T 2 IR 4 v
THGE AT AEA, e AR R AR 55 0 W E R, MR A2 . EASVE R, RPV KRRl A T 0 3
SEIH 2 B HIV LR, X — WA A 3] IR REEE i SCRE . 1IX 38R RPV FE 8 —Flos a7
FEWE A G T RE A R K IIRIR A X [37]. Antrodin C & —Fhiait & BRI, TEMRSMAT CCly i S HIZN R
JFEF4ELH,  Antrodin C BT LA N ALF4EATIE S o “FIBIUIIBNE A (a-SMA) MR JE B A 1 IR, Ak,
Antrodin C 3% 1 IfiLiE N 2R % A BE(ALT) MR X AR 2 B (AST) ) Fh iy o 1X 2 il it w57 TGF-
B1/Smad2 A K PDGF-BB T i) AKT #1 ERK {5 5 2 K K H B 4L E Y, 1X 3B Antrodin C 1]
VER— TP ORIV T3 -1 K9 2 I 27 446 [38]
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3.3. Notch

Zhou ZF[39] R BLILIZ Wy v BT 0] Jagl, S50 Notch JBEE AT, BEMIIHIITLF 4tk , Wl ig 5 &
FUTR IR E AT DhRe, WIRERIAIT I AL BURE W) . 5 CCL i FRIRRAT A 4B — 5, B
RIrh 24 JY5 W {d BDL %3 (AT LT 4E AL Y B Jaggedl. Notch2. Notch3. Notch4 [#iE FF&. MH, £
JY5 4b#E)5, DI, DIl4 Fl Jagged2 ff] mRNA ik &35 F4MK, a-SMA 1) mRNA K5 i Rk [F R 235 fF
. XFEH, JYS A LLE ] Notch {55 0B K IEPUF A 4EALEA, A0 HSCs ¥ 4[40]. KA
B S IR 2R SR80 BT o 23 WA B 70 (GST NPs) 1] LA 1 Notch 324K (I BGE 1%, £ NASH /)
BB sk T HFD 5 3 AR 4R R 20, RIS v] AR AL S GST 4R 24910 B i sk [41]. AATRA
KO, AR P EMIBR CD36 2 SEUNRIHIEIR R L 4E4L . MHLH] EiF, CD36 fEfEE+ 5 Notchl
y-7r BT G . BlIt, CD36 ¥ Notchl 4 5€ 7E G 4 3 FH BT Notch1/y-73 WABEAH AR, # 5-
SIS NIICD P24 DU RUFEF4EAG NN IR T AR DG SE R (I R0A, #E) CD36 m R N TR FliG T
MAFLD (1) 45057 R AT AL S AR — ol 1)V T SR [42]

3.4. Wnt/f-Catenin

TE /)N BRSZEG HRAT DA %% 21 miR-378a 18 FF 4T 440 41 41 Hh (¥ 304 1. 35 FEAI, 1 Wnt-10 3R IA W25 38
MiEVY> & Jeia s A HHIE miR-378 Rk WG, [F Wnt-10 RIEHR 2], o-SMA Al T AR JEK
AR E TR, X R IAYD B e vl B2 — B LE IR TT FFAF A Z3[43]. TR, B ¥ H(YHO)H]
LR HTAF 4L FERE , 24 HSC 523 TGF-p fil# )5 , f-catenin /K535 75, 1l YHC 215835 B T Wnt.
Wnt %5 2R F B-1EN R /K FIERIL . A, fERIMEARF, YHC 17 R T WntSa/b. p-GSK-34 1]
Fik, FUFIERE S K E T GSK-38 Fl DKK1 HIFIE. RN G 2R 00EM, E T TAA %
SHIFAELF YA . (B3 ERRITREE, hT TFRIRAN I BRI 0 DR s HL RN 3257 /. kA, IE N
KT B 77 SR —— I8 I B v AR R B R s T, ATk ZD YHC &, S el IRy T &4 [44]. —
R IFH(PSH) 2 AR BB AT AR, A Pra bt g gtk . Zhou (45 7KL, PSH AJ
DA HSC &4k, IR/ ARG . R AR IAM a-SMA I . b4, PSH 7] LLE S % flvE Sl
gD, T Wt #7585 306, RIEAKFHAR, TCF G f-catenin [IFRIEMAZBIINH], H&stF RN,
PSH A] L@ 75 Wnt/B-catenin Ji/> HSC HITEAL . X% i &5 F38 82 1 2 (DCDC2) i DCDC2 K 4
i, BFFC KB DCDC2 it #3A #7385k Wnt/f-catenin {5 5 B4 TGF-p1 i S/ HSC 0%, M
VA HSC 3458, HAEMRNIRTS CCly 5 S LT 4L 4L . XS R ISR T DCDC2 75 i fiG T IF4F
YL J7 P CE R, iz U e R S e At 1 — T (K 7 V546

3.5. NF-xB

BT =] VAR — PR SRR 25, F TSR S SR AN, i AR A0 R A R R J it 518 1 4%
JEARC . Liu 25[47)3 BRT & ULAK AT LAl TLRA/NF-«B 3 B 4060 R 404, SE T RAR AT 21 44k,
B =] DT AR BT BEAR VR TT AR 44 A RGETT o SRR JE B & —Flofr Uk e B 254, n7 DLk I 4F 4tk . @
LI RGN e AL, B R I R S S I AR 4k . Jiang S5[48)0F 71K B IR JE R 14T
LFYEALFIDTJAE FH £ ZAR T H0ib) NF-B @B 1S, O TR T R R G 4T 4k . PE AR 41)3T 2
—Fh O RBEREZ, TR YT T BURE PR » i, VF 2 W FUER e PR AR AT B I IR FH 2 0 25 B 1
B IR 7E R B PE AR ST i AFIH] Con A 5 SFHILF4EML, HLHLHI AT BES 2 1% 5E Nrf2 15 5 38 B A1
NF-«B 2%, 1 NF-«B 5HFE9RE SRSAH BAER],  PEARATT n] BE A2 H0 AT 98 AH G 21 440 IR 5 1% 2454
[49]. KR My (CBD)s&— M RIR KRR IEIY), BT IR M R A AR, N2 5m B A R
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