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Abstract

Indene is a highly useful polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon that is commonly found in natural
products and pharmaceutical molecules. It has a wide range of applications in the realms of mate-
rials science and metal catalysis. The synthesis of indene derivatives has long been a focus of
chemists, and there have been numerous reports on the synthesis of various indene derivatives.
Therefore, this paper reviews the synthetic methods of indene derivatives in recent years, hoping
to provide a reference for the synthetic research of indene compounds.
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Figure 1. Natural products and drug molecules with indene backbone

E 1. BAHBRNXA~MINGS T

2. BNATEMHIN

(—) EfZEATAMIAE = 2500 B FH

HA |1 ZUFF B (Helicobacter pylori), f&i#% Hpo B 56 H B « D& /R (Barry J. Marshal) f12 5 «%4&(J. Robin
Warren) ~ AN KB, [RIIRA 2005 SR DUREE#3  IXFENE/E N B ibe i, arslieie: B KAt
Bz, KRG R R R 85 TR B AR R RS o A I I oo SR AR, AT LA ) 3t
PrAz, R BEPEAR, Sehi a2 A AP AN B AR R . SR, BEE I R HERS, Hp MBtAE s bt —
ELAESG N, BT ATRA 3B D) 75 2T R0 i 245 a1 THEAT A BB /B 254 . Kiyofumi Wanibuchi /NH[12] % 30
—FRhfiTAE B 484 % D3 MRIEIL S YI([VD 2-1]. [VD 2-2]. [VDPLJFI[VD 3-1]), FH4H T HENLH], 455
RIS A P e 52 IR 5 T3RR3R 0 R LA SR %, T S A B AR (K 2).
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Figure 2. Drug molecules with indene backbone: [VD 2-1], [VD 2-2], [VDP1]
and [VD 3-1]
E 2. EEEBENGYHSF: [VD 2-1]. [VD 2-2]. [VDP1JFI[VD 3-1]

BT R PRHFER AR AR E AR, HOARIRHIBEE ETE,  BH H W RINICAZAAT N AT i ik A3
B, Xtte BT MFREE G E A SR IUEERN S R A D RERR G R 2 T B RAOG, IRl Th
REFRAS MR IO TR AE B-TEA A B I AH I A M R SRR AL AN p-3 8 « BR . FHERAE RO AN fh
RAEIL FEBGF TR, T 51 AT EEHS B 7 PRI 28354k . 2021 £F Modesto de Candia /N [13]43E
R A il B A B HE T —-3- RO BRI PR =M R 51, BT A S AR W B ) N-HRERA R —
BT A o XA AT AN BAT TR R S BRI A S HL R I IS 70, 1B B A A4 R G2 (CNS)
AR T BEIE RS A (BChE)/ £ It LB G i (NMDA) XUEE S 751, % -TE b e 2 1 R AL A e (] 3).

Figure 3. Drug molecules with indene backbone: N-Bridged
cyclopentadiene indene derivatives

3. BAHEBENAYNF: N-ERKZEHETEY

HLE AN B 28 TR E AR CA F % A7 75 1 & HUK ARG o 1XFhEg 3= B0 T I B i
HZ 541K IR C AR . A2, 1N AR A E B R ok B A 20 B AN R R S 5 R
DA A R A T VR T IR SGHE R 5 4 B LE IR 27 v R 72 FH & 2 H Kopf Maier E XN 2H1). A%
e, FSERHEATRE, TERMEE AN ZEE R Xk RAIN, KR ARG ER
—E MR, HEA R BN ADE T, I IR KN R A E - (H7E 2021 4E Michéle Salmain
F1 Gérard Jaouen /NH[14]Z AN R B, —REREREI ] ENH VR AR B 19 BERN SR, ax R snag ok
F R RSB R B I S H R O B BN AL SREAH AR, A O Rk B
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Figure 4. Drug molecules with indene backbone: Ferrocenyl indene

B4 BABRNAYSF: ZRKELH
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A e 25 B VE I AL ST 7T . 7E 2016 4E Huazhou Ying /NL[15]4 K T — RV BUREIRTAEY), 5
T ATRA fTAEMIBK XK/ KA AL A W AE YIS T e . DFFURE, 2-Fekkefi. 2-Belb el 1-4t
AE-2-e B B 2 A AN RARe [ ZSHRFAE,  HORE e SN AR 8L RARe il 351148 BT s 1 22 (] 5).
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Figure 5. Drug molecules with indene backbone: 2-alkylindene, 2-alkylindenone and 1-alkoxy-2-alkylindenone
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2017 4 Eui Kyun Park /NH[1614IE 18T MBI 54) KR-34893, & —MELE 701, H o TR
MR, JEIEH AR SRR Y AR, ER T AR SR RS SR . SRR A
YIEAENEY), T HIETE miRbes, BN T RO B A b pE 40T AR s Py B AR K S 2R (] 6).

KR-34893

Figure 6. Indene derivatives: KR-34893
[E 6. EnfiTEY: KR-34893

BTN T IANUIOEEF(OLED), HANA & SGE U R 81998 /1. 78 OLED A =M R (A0t
R, SOmiit). BORHERHIEE, OV M BHEA RS, e AR etRRM i
MSEALNE, M HABRIRRES AN A& T, D Eradite. ik, BAsseEeeRs. KITEG 6w
LT (8 SRR PR IR B RIS AR W, . #E 2010 4F Wai-Yeung Wong /NH[1718@ 1d — % @i F
B RS A R T A A FRETEURT 10-Z5 R RIATAED, BN 1T DM VAR 2 MR 0 0k, AR REE R
HifR TSRS AR TR s AR rERE . BEAh, PR BRI e e e A S R e MERE K 1 AR T
((BaR(SRB

Q0 _Q o0
Seeves Matssarel

DMIP-1-NA DMIP-2-NA

Figure 7. Indene derivatives: DMIP-1-NA, DMIP-2-NA
7. BiiTEY): DMIP-1-NA. DMIP-2-NA

2022 4, Erjun Zhou i@ 41[18] LA E FH —Alimy (IDSe) A FE[d] =M (BTA) A H Ll 73 AT AL B ITHREK,
AT PR A IDSe #Z 0 A2-A1-D-A1-A2 B! NFA BTA46 fll BTA47. IDSe /i) 5 P3HT o i)
A2-A1-D-A1-A2 B4 NFA [EEAE D B, 96 BIDEMRIS. P4 (R i 1T #2060 1A 7 B R 2 4
{5 P3HT:BTA47 HARHEREIZEA R R . 45K KW, Ll IDSe NiZ L) A2-Al-D-A1-A2 &Y NFA % IDT
SRR EBE R AT AT LA RS0 L I Ah, A2-AL-D-A1-A2 Y NFA i 3 i A BAF 75 Bk — 5 4%,
AR A T 0 () L 2 U S 4 45, OB AT 56F P3HT ) OSC KU 143 85 Hfar L4 Al g2 (1A 8).
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Figure 8. Indene derivatives: BTA
& 8. EifiTEH: BTA

(=) ERSEATAIAE A S0 ) 187 FH
E M Wilkinson, Woodward £ Fischer 7 1952 4F [ B T — ¢k 1) plc Be 45 44 LAKR [19], Cp BCAK— B #Y

MABH ML B2 M3 AT . BRI AP A BAT MURr (1 BT PEBR [20], JF CAEVF 2 AL P A [21], H
CIENAEES S RN =FAECA . 78 J5 R AW FEH A — AN BUSMO PRI A & 2 Cp 3 LR
JR LGS, WU B B SN AL I B S I5d . XA RN 15 5 fi Hart-Davis Al Mawby £EAT 7T
BeAZ v AT 18 7 EHFRAL 2% SV RO BC AR5 348 S N TR I R B [22] . 0Rt Bk 28 5 5 SR — i
ZREWIEAT LU, BRI I — N EUE S BRI S XS R AR S SR 7RI RE BRI
IEFRANESE AR T B R AL, B BRSO M HE T IXFIATERS, BILhE 1R BGE AR (K 9).
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Figure 9. Metal indene complexes
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TP BSR4 S WIME I IR TR A T LT, 1992 4F, Halterman K 3 [H] 55 [23] [24]11# F F-14
WUEEL)ERZS W) 2 AP F A& 8 - G IRIE R A MR 3 MR Ok 1 AT AN FRIGRIT RS RS .
Halterman /NHAA BT A0 AT TP ZLA0 (B8 SRR EE 45 &), BUFEEE TSR B P[25], %
AP O T AT IE R RS I R IO AN SRR S A S B - Negishi [26]55 A 1R I 1X Le it &1y mT Sk 3k
PIAK RIS (ZACA) ST RI8, FEE S KA mfﬁ}%%é\%m] [28] [29], 11 Et3AI A1 nPr3Al
HIBRERAL S N, RA5 6 e 62 (>90% ee) [30] [31]. 1% M FR ST ARAL 2 455 T ) B8 S it 2 4t i &
T 4 I e BRI 2 2 FE O K 1 e P St i o T A I Je T ) A e e A (14 10)

3. BifTEMNERSE
31 P FRIMEEEERETTEY

2006 F, Taneja % A[32]4RiE T —Fhidid Vilsmeier HIAL [ N A BERBEATAEMII 7% . &R
N IRIHEATEYNERL, RN POCly, M2 LlE = A s . B, Zrikitid
P17 B e i B AR AL ON BT . 2 NI, S PR o, - AR AE £ IR T A A AL U8
I, AT ELEE A e R AR (A 11). IR Z 5 XARIE 1 — R A[32], ARG I 4
WREAE AT fE S ALRE LIRS MW TS, e F T o - NN DL e AR R A5 R (5] 12).

R?0 . R3 R?0
— Y — 0
HOR; R'O
H H OH OH

OR? OR?
R! 0 POCI, (5 eq )DMF R'O Réomm® | R

O
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Figure 11. Synthesis of indenol and alkyl indene ethers
[E 11, EhEz AR EnBR A S AL

R1Oj©/\/ R3 S|02 O‘ 3
R
R20 CHO MW (800 W) R20

10-14 min
SiO, - Si0,
1
‘ R3 + H+
X 2
R?0 Q R0 .
SiO, 0Sio,

Figure 12. SiO,-catalyzed synthesis of indanol
B 12. Si0, & R ENER

2013 4 Deevi Basavaiah /NA[33]#kIE T — P& 2 BUR ERATAE VI W1 B0 AU T . AE1ZDTVES, LA
DR - 75 /K 2 (Baylis-Hillman) ZFREE A JERE, 8 TiCl, ALSZEL T B AP A . N ﬁz#ﬂ TiCl,
AR IR IR TR B, B JS i 2> T Friedele-Crafts ik B3R5 e 28 7= el . AHRIEIRIT 5T T
A AL B PR AL 2 (B B e 4+ 00 2, AR IEUE R T B AR T BR R AL (] 13).
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Figure 13. TiCl,-catalyzed synthesis of polysubstituted indenes
B 13. TiCl, fE4L & B 5 BUKED
2014 4, VR /NH[3AMRE | —MEEA BN S RO %, TR e A . X g DL 5 4%
(1) Baylis-Hillman ZFRHg A JEE, Gl A IE G C-H 88, & AE 7T N M TR 358 05 B4k s B & AT A9
AR IAZINEIT R C-H SIS T2 T 0 RiG e T, BA GRS . EXFITER IR W & pel
TRt 1 — 2k EERAR (A 14).

QA Pd(OAc), (5mol%)
c)2 (5mol%
EWG
N 9 A
Nid PPhg (25 mol%) RIC EWG
_— K2COs5 (1 equiv) =
dioxane, 110 °C, 10h (34-77%)
Pd°
/Pdo
EWG
\ ‘~\ EWG
Pd - AcOH Zpg
AcO

Figure 14. Synthesis of indene by intramolecular allyl arylation reaction

E 14. BE S TFRERESTENR NG MRED

CN
KsFe(CN)g / NaOAc

DCE, reflux

R2

1
R'/ 0

Figure 15. Synthesis of 1,3-dicyanoindene
15. 13- EEE A K

2012 4F, BEHESE N[BS]4RIE T —FoHT i & BT BT FOSR . 2TV E T a- 07 BEER S
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JEUBE, £ KoFe(CN)s Al NaOAC /7 7E T, ARl I — RFNHA 1,3- ~FIELNIThREALERT AN HUERT LR,
RN e BB R, B R BREREEI SRR 2 T IRMRIARE S K T A MG, BETT
FIEKIL, TR 2- 55 R ERAT M BAT REF I ZOENERT,  JLn] T 2O R il 4 (K 15)

2021 4, FEVLEE N[36]4RIE 1 1E— Ml id 70 7 IR SN & B RT VI T ik . 1207, AR
WU CHATAE N 5k, #E TSNHNH, £727E Filfiid Bransted PRI S T HARZ M2 IURE . %%
PO RE A T BRI B T AR AR, HATE RS SR RN BT AR, AR5 N-FR R 7S 2
2% A R A e A (15 16).

Ph
, . Ph Ph
0 TsOH-H50 (0.5 equiv), 80 °C
TsNHNH, (2 equiv), MeOH (2 mL) O‘ + O’
R

Figure 16. Protonic acid-catalyzed synthesis of polysubstituted indenes
[ 16. FRFEEEHE R ZERED

2022 4 Vicente /MA[STIF L T — MM AL THERIL, HINIILT MIFPIGEER ) 15-450eH)
SHUREIRTE IR, (EX—QURPERITR TR, (LRI BRI BRI ot DA SO PR 7
IR T BIAREATAND. 9 TR T WS — AR IONIR, A BN LR LT T3 5015, %0
BEICR T BT SUH 2 AT 85 HORAR U e T S Ao (R B 17).

R’ ,
Ry R4\\ LAUCI(5.0 mol%) . R
\ AgOTf(5.5mol%) R
2
R? 1,2-DCE(0.1M) 1 O‘ R
20 °C, 16h R

Figure 17. Synthesis of indene by gold-catalyzed rearrangement

B 17 BEEELEHSRE

2022 4, Gwilherm Evano /NH[38]#kIE T —FPHi AL o> T W RGeS I 8. X Pl 16 aD R b i L
TN Z BAREIATAEY) « FEZRBOEFE, RIERZ T 255 NHC £:28 AW A i A 1 e 25 -, 0
[ B F AR SR PR R T 1,5-20E B ABE 5 MM N, A T 2 BUREITTAEY . BT EAUN
AT TRk AE, ik —0 MR T BB L BH B - R B 50 T DL A T 2 )
7SS (P 18)

IPrAUNT(5 mol%) N o

i
CH2CL2, rt Reu. N_
20 h

Figure 18. Gold catalyzed synthesis of indene
B 18. ELERE
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3.2. SFIEERIILR B & RRERTTE Y

2021 4£ Shoko Yamazaki /NH[39]4R1& T LA Knoevenagel FRAY, [z v &5 5 el A28 3 & 15 AT A= M 7732
TEZJT A, W AR S 5 0 BB RN, R3] T 2R, WA KL YE BB T R
NigkAt, SURKE . EEERTE 80°C N /RN 1.5 /NE, FBF=W 2K W H A —FRlE, 7= N 75%; SHIRNE.
BEERTE 80°C T A 17 /MY, LAR 5 VUG AERAE 2R TR, 435l LA 56%F1 79%[H1 = 2 453 2 efifiT A= 405
H5 TiCl,-EtsN N, B PE AR BRI 5 AT, 752N 40%. ttoh, H TiCl-EtN 535 %167 DDQ
HORT LK LA R I & AT A (K 19).

COzMe
AcOH, piperidine

2Me
benzene, 80 °C
OzMe 15h MeO,C \i

TiCl4 (2 equiv) Sc( OTf)3
Et3N (8 equiv) TiCl, (1 equiv) (0.2 equiv)
CH,Cl, pyridine (4 equiv) CH2CI2 40°C
CH,Cl,
2Me

2Me
TiCl4/EtsN
MeOZC \ O CI_?2CI2 MeOZC ‘ O
DDQ

Figure 19. Synthesis of indene by Knoevenagel cyclization reaction

[# 19. Knoevenagel 3L R R & BLED

2022 E% 2 WINH[A014RIE T — ik TRE AL PR AR L e 55 bR IE SR [3 + 2 MBS L, 3R it T —Ffr i
FEASKI AR 2 B REALEIATAE N TE . BB SR — Mol R Bk s i, FEBRMEAL S, & SR ER L %
TR —I[3 + 2R ™. & NIIFRIZ, Horh i) C-ClUBERHBIA,  IXRIL AL 7 1 X Ik £244,
A= R E IR B 7R B IATAE . ZIVEER TR SR A R BB AT EAE RSN,
TSR AP A O A BRI AT (] 20)

N ) Cl HN Ry HN R‘ﬂ
P - X -
- @\)k& . m Rh-Cat. R_&@ Pd-Cat. R3
| =
_—
H RZ R2 R2

Figure 20. Rhodium-catalyzed [3 + 2] cyclization reaction for the synthesis of indene

& 20. $4ELH[3 + 2]FM kR A RKER

2022 FHkePhEN[ALRIE T —Fh & VU e it AE I 7. AR T7 i, i Rh ()AL
N-Boc [I-5 ok A ik B SUbR FR HR B S B, B 1 DU IR ERATAE I & B 1T VE A RS TRV R L 2 2815
JERAA & M A R AL BBAh, ARIEXTIRSRIR R B, FEIXAN OB AT B R B — N e C-H BT RE 2 )
MU, BFEE— RS (B 21).
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NHNHBoc
X H LG [RhCp*Cl,],
N~ "Boc + @%50 > O. .
additive, base C
H solvent O

Figure 21. Rhodium-catalyzed synthesis of tetraspiroindenes
[ 21. @1 E RINIRTED

2022 4, SRR SE[42]55 NARAE T — Rl I BE AL 1957 FERIR S bR IKI[2 + 2 + 1148 P B R IO o 2N
R OS2 TG LA-BEER D 5 WERIAME . & NI, ZIHENE— N — R sk
LT =4 C-C BT, AR % 17— R5A UGB ORI ERT A (4 22).

; [Ru(OH)(cod)]» R1
R 5 mol% X
Rl—R2 + @B(OH)Z ( ) RaTr R,
80°C,12h
R4
R,

Figure 22. Synthesis of indene by rhodium-catalyzed ring-forming reaction of [2 + 2 + 1] condensed formaldehyde

B 22, SUEWRI2 + 2 + 1R EE A IR IR KL & BRED

2023 EARAE. TRERSEN[43]5E T —Fh p = I REGE S e AT AR I B 7 7 12O VR A TR B 5 4510
FiIERE LA AR OV IERE, B T RSP RGBT AR IR GRS N BAT B R L AR
M 52 P R IR e AR Ao 2T IR AN OB R e 48 £ 0B S B i ) 22 AR RS O T — MR I - 451
AR & 1 R B0 IR AR e AN P AR ) 2 REVERE AL, T E— DR & B R e I BT A 2145 b 2
AT R BT BB AR AT R (14 23)

o [Ru(p-cymene)Clol, -
R AsSbFg, Cu(OAC), R piMes
|\\ S|Me3 + NO DCM 60 oC > |\\
_ = \O

Figure 23. Synthesis of methylsilylindene
[# 23. FRREGEEIE K

2023 AR GR[44155 N R JE T — i IR e 5 BT AR 757 SR BAACRIE I, AMY
0T BB AT . HOGEEAE T 7E /K il Pd MEALIEATIES20) Heck [RBLA GERRTAEY . B FE C AR
D& R A A PETE R RN, Wi =, Xt — PRl 1 ZEpr O e T AR BA T2 R Y
(& 24).

2023 FEE K[45])55 NFFR T —FhEE ARG 16 WO R IR IR N, 83 3-(ABHIIAR 75 3 3L 475 B A1 P4 357
Pl a i— 241 2,3- “HUREITAEY) . 2T R—A W 1), BUARRIGAR =77 Bk . — el Bop e 5 (97
BB R G AF . BbAh, XPOTIEIE RE I SZ L, I DA R I 17 8 0 R € R0 gk P A FSOAR L ) 4K
B X RWAR B EEVE I 2 BUREIAT AR T — P s 7% (] 25).
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| Pd(OAc),, ligand, base
Ph + Ph———~Ph > ’ Ph

Br Ph

Figure 24. Synthesis of indene by the Heck reaction
& 24. 83T Heck & R & A ER

o O [Rhcl{(R,Flzo}-F?{-hbod}]2
5
R A R? + Aryl—=——Aryl mol% [R]
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Figure 25. Enantioselective synthesis of 2,3-disubstituted indenes
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