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Abstract

This article uses conjugated connections between electron donors and acceptor aromatic rings to
design and synthesize a novel triphenylamine based aggregation induced luminescent photosensi-
tizer with high reactive oxygen species generation rate. Physical and chemical properties as well as
biological activity were studied. The experimental results indicate that the new photosensitizer has
the characteristics of high efficiency and low toxicity, and its excellent ability to generate reactive
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oxygen species provides a new tool for photodynamic therapy. In the future, strategies such as wave-
length expansion, nano delivery, and combination therapy are expected to promote the clinical trans-
lation of such photosensitizers, ultimately achieving a major breakthrough in precision cancer treat-
ment. The “intelligence” and “multifunctionality” of photosensitizers will become the core direction
of next-generation photodynamic therapy research.
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1. 5|

JEMEHE T R T A &R, WS R R EREL, FICHMELRA st SR, Kot
Regers . DOFEAR. W I FERR . Gpin T OB I Gr SR L, P =R R BN B R F RO
ZR BT LN E SR P OGRS, T — B RIR BT A a2 DRSS TR A e, 1%
I T e SURIG SR, H AR B RO BON B 0% o i fs SoeBON B, BRIk 2 BHIE T AR #
it ARG B H 5 -

N5 73977%(PDT, photodynamic therapy) & —FR A BI& AR N HERAE R TT 73X Rk, e 2891+
EHL, BHGRI (Photosensitizer, PS) T & SR 7 T — AN R SR 1] [2]. SeshJoiay7 VB R R
FEL TR T ERBGRI R AR IRALE i KOG R, EE RGN S RE S TS 50 RE R A T2,
FETRASLH AN 7 A AT AH B VE I B AN A, B R RS HoA 2 i 23 1) 1 40 (Reactive oxygen species, ROS),
B E IR RO A M 38 ) A5 RO D) RE, 5 SEA AR ToRIGE . B AR, MR
RRIERSER R3] [4], RAEGHRERTT MEBRIT R —, BRILZAIMDEETIATT IR FHEAE T2 e K
FEHRFHEOE J5 A R IEVE NI A S8R R BRAR;  LRIEkilt); TS FAR. 7 s BEE1EIT 5] [6]-

SR1MT, ARGOCHIRIAAE B E = RAK S ARIEEA SR, AR IRE R T — Rk
TR IR TS 3 ROG(AIE) BDGEGR, lid Ak 7> T 45 K42 s ROS Ak, JHRZE AL PDT
(8. 77

2. (UB/EMH
2.1 {8

EHTRET Sy C184323 NIENTHE, 4ME(mm) 32, WARmMm) 26, B XK E 305mm, AR, B
24140, SR SF 250 mL, S8R RAERAX S TS 88 o AL A WITE A B A2 P T F 2 EATREIR BN G iR
IGF254 TR (W6 T M 5 87 s M BB AR A BRA F), 7225 44T 254 nm F1 365 nm R 3E4T = EL o 45 7€
i 5€ #H>R FH 100~200 H5 200~300 HEER (W TH G #risHit B ARG R AR]), HTHEYRAEEN 5
B B EIIE . IH NMR BHIELE R . TSR A & RO s - B RS A I (UPLC-MC) & 4t
Wi, LIRS 2 Bruker AVANCE 300 MHz ZUAZ RESLIRACI 2 , AR BA DY H B 1 e (TMS) 7
WhRo. YXQ-LS-50SIINZ A&7 K 1 #s (LR S A B BT % %)), TD5 B0 ML (3 A A B AT
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BHBL/AT]), tecan infinite 200pro BFbRX (Fifi1:, Tecan), ik (£ E, Eppendorf), BIOBASE i## i T.1/F
& (LR HEFREER]), HERAcell 150i B CO, fHR K5 7746 (35 [E, Thermo Scientific), DK-8D fHiff 7K ¥ 84 (75 M
TLRRE SIS IR AT]), —80°CUKAH(ZEE, Thermo Scientific), AUY120 Zr#1 K-F(H 4, SHIMADZU).

2.2. #H

2,5- RMEWY, A-BNRR =K, A-MERERN R AR RE R, 5-IRMEMY-2-FEE, 4-BRCR N, [RVRZR N,
BRERER, DU(SoREWE)E, BREREN, [1,1-X( RIEMEHE) k] &, KOk, BT om, 14-—
SN IR N SR B A A 72 D BE AR R 2 A P T A B AT Al (AR i, R Kb B TSRS, K
FER 10% A AR Oy In = 3 O E, BT MEEFE A 60°C~90°C, —& Mk, LMRLEE,
HE, 3o Bt 2R 0 A BR A 7 T 88 o M2 (AR) 2472 i, HepG2 4l (AL st fE A MR A IR
AF]), MCF7 4ifi(b s EFEAM R E R A ), DMEM (basiclx);##3E(3E [, Gibco), FBS (E[H,
Gibco ZEH S (L) A RFIRAF]), PBS (AbH ZEFEFRHEAMRAF]), Mi(F 5 (1000 U/mL)F4E
B2 (10 mg/mL)) A (s A MUVEDM R R A F]), DMSO (b ZEERHLHIRA ), (R A
MAEMEHA R AF]), CCK-8 Il EAt i ZKERLAIRAR]), T25/T75 AMpiEF=M(3EE, Thermo
Labserv), 96 fL#(3%E, Thermo LabServ), #liid /K (M EEma A BR A ).

3. SEERy
3.1 EEFIEMERIE
3.1.1. 4-(5-RUERM-2-F)-N N- Z K HFK R (a)

T 100 mL S, FREL A-FER =K% (720 mg, 2.5 mmol, 1 eq), Jo/K 5% R EH(1.382 g, 10 mmol,
4 eq), Pd(PPhs)s (58 mg, 0.05 mmol, 0.02 eq)i& T 50 mL /K = 4:1 FITRA BT, I 2,5- iR 1EW;
(560.0 mg, 2.3 mmol, 0.98 eq), FEGSFRY F 98°CIR M. RMNEEH G, MBS mL x 3), &Il
A, TCKBREREAT1R, JEIRAE, #ZENT2 B (PE:DCM = 40:1, viv), 19E1RT A 14 537.9 mg, WCRA
57.6%. 'H NMR (300 MHz, CDC13) 6 7.40 - 7.31 (m, 2H), 7.31~7.19 (m, 4H), 7.15~6.89 (m, 10H). Chemical
formula: C2,H16BrNS. cal m/z: 406.02 [M + H]*. ESI-MS m/z: 406.05 [M + H]*.

3.1.2. 5-(RHLE-4- ) -2- R B (b)

N =~

T4 25 mL ARTER A, BRI 4- ke B 4506 i 1 (643.9 mg, 3.14 mmol, 1.2 eq), Jo/KBKFLH4(416.5
mg, 3.93 mmol, 1.5 eq)?& T 8 mL 1,4- 4 /N5 2.7 mL EBAUK KR SR T, N 5-IRBENy-2- % (0.28
mL, 2.62mmol, 1 eq), fEG IR FINFAEG 18he NG, WEIRZE, FRNMBEEINKKE, H
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LR EEREEL(S0 mL x 3), A AN, IERRAAEYI(REEE L BhIE), To/KBBRMIT1&, WIRIRYE, WIEK
45, FEEIE > B(DCM:MeOH =120:1, viv), 132I7&3% (A& 14 494.8 mg, YN 99.8%. Chemical formula:
C1oH7NOS. cal m/z: 190.02[M+H]*. ESI-MS m/z: 190.50[M-+H]".

3.1.3. 2-(4-RFEE)-3-(5-(WAE-4-F)EM-2-F) F I EE (b2)

T 50 mL R EM A, FREC [A14A bl (495.8 mg, 2.62 mmol, 1 eq) Al 4-7R7K 2./ (513.6 mg, 2.62
mmol, 1 eq)i& T 25 mL LEEH, ZHiE$HiFE 5 704k, IO 5% 10% KOH, FHiE % 50°C & N /Mf, TLC
W, KMNnOs Bt VARG, WERYE, AL ENT 7 B (PEEEA =10:1~40:1 Ye £ 45, J5 H R EER
PR E AR, 33570 A [ 4k 886.6 mg, YEN 92.1%. 'H NMR (300 MHz, CDCls) 6 8.68~8.60 (m, 2H),
7.64~7.41 (m, 9H). Chemical formula: C1gH11BrN-S. cal m/z: 366.98 [M + H]*. ESI-MS m/z: 365.97 [M + H]".

3.1.4. 3-(5-(RILIE-4-F5 )RR -2-2L)-2-(4-(4,4,5,5-FU EAEL -1 3 2- — F Z-llks-2-B) &) B BE (b3)

>

T 200 mL SR, FRECHEMA b2 (885.1 mg, 2.41 mmol, 1 eq), FZERERATREEEE(733.9 mg,
2.89 mmol, 1.2 eq), KOAc (709.6 mg, 7.23 mmol, 3 eq), [1,1'-X0( - ZRFERERE) %8k — & La8(175.6 mg,
0.24mmol, 0.1 eq), ¥ T 55 mL Jo/K 1,4- “%NFhH, EG IR T 100°C M 24 he JRMESHE, A
10 AR RERAKIE KN, FHZBR ZEEREB(30mL x 3), A IFE NI, TCKBBRANT18, WEWYE, it
JRe A €3 3 B (PE:EA = 10:1, viv~MeOH), 7531 % {4 [f 14 430.0 mg, Y%A 91.6%. Chemical formula:
C24H23BN20,S. cal m/z: 415.16 [M + H]*. ESI-MS m/z:415.14 [M + H]".

3.15. 2-(4-(4-(ZH R E) FE)EW-2-B) K E)-3-(5- (ILIE-4- ) m-2- 2) K 55 (B)

T 50 mL AETEHE A, FREC A4 e (373.8 mg, 0.92 mmol, 1 eq), A4k b3 (451.0 mg, 1.1 mmol,
1.2 eq), Jo/KBRER4H(63.6 mg, 0.46 mmol, 0.5 eq), Pd(PPhs)s (32.4 mg, 0.028 mmol, 0.03 eq)#& T 16 mL 1,4-
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dioxane:7K =3:1 FIIRAHEFIF, AR N 110°C M 28 he N EEH G, K N RARI 120 mL VKK
o, F DCM ZE(30mL x 3), &G, HhE(EEE + BhiE) bk L RUT R R P AR R, KRR
BT, R YE, KRB (DCM:MeOH = 99:1, viv), 53IR540 (0 [E {4 148.3 mg, WE N 26.3%. H
NMR (600 MHz, DMSO-d6) ¢ 8.47 (dd, J = 146.5, 62.1 Hz, 1H), 7.99~7.43 (m, 13H), 7.42~7.17 (m, 6H),
7.14~6.96 (m, 7H). = R0RAR B M R B 45 B UL 1. Chemical formula: CaoH27N3S,. cal m/z: 614.16 [M +
H]*. ESI-MS m/z: 614.16 [M + H]".

p-p-Thi m.p.
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5.14 Range: 1e-1
| Time Height Area Area%
514 98232 6106.98 77.69
8.0e-2 \‘ 569 17503 1753.61 22.31
6.0e-2- ‘
i
2 |
4.0e-2
|
2.0e-2 | seo
[ I
\ ‘\\
A — R S S S
-0.00 100 200 300 | 400 | 500 6.00 7.00 8.00
p-p-Thi m.p. 5.205
ca 14300160
100 337.45
338.32
B 614.01
70.91 61245
336.551339 66
614.99
73.92 1159.59
- 358.43 :
74.39 323.46 51029 611.98/615.68 102605 112665 1224631550 67
130.07 f \ 556.70 |.616.22 793‘-71,,830.30 v MW nimeye 1447.28
O‘AM.J.W‘._ h,t.‘h n T— TIINRIER WP w‘u‘\.\ il 1 kbl kb il " Kbbons /2
100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400
100 613.36
614.01
7
612.74)
614.66
LIS
611.80
615.10
%
615.61
616.11
1095 341.33
: 283.71 1341.69 617.13
. . . 1181.871271.78  1387.851476.
0 ﬂ71.53 267.26. | . P N 540.07 846.21 103480 411705 yA / ; 1476.20

T T T T m/z

100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400

Figure 1. Liquid chromatography and mass spectrometry of the photosensitizer

B 1 egrsiRiae s Rk

3.2. JEHURIRVERILIE B

3.2.1. G KM AT IR
VA =M 50 mL A 9%, 4rBIFREL 2 mg SeGFImA L, EE L B ORAREE S, SHnA
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EtOH, DCM, FERZEB0mML, T3 =MRATEE FLIMA 0.5 mLDMSO, #EFEBMREFEIMA 49.5 mL #
glizk, VRAJEERMRB,  EALINR.

3.2.2. FeRGAAYEIME R & RLRE SR

FREX 0.5 mg DCFH-DA, B 1 mL Jo/K LR #, P 4 mL 0.01 M NaOH(aq), Z 4+ 30 min
DABOETRES, PRI 20 mL 1 x PBS 193] 4 x 105 BREME A, 75 10 mL AR EFE S 1 mL 14.8 uM
) PS 81 RB 7K (N 1% DMSO Bii%), 1 mL FEREHEHT, 8 mL 1 x PBS, 2 J5 FHMUT AT LIE, B
[&] 4379124 0, 30, 60, 90, 120, 150s. #ikE 10 % /5 FH T2 61l & (R ' : 490 nm, A 5 Fl: 500~800
nm, U&{H 523 nm).

3.2.3. MEHUNAY RS T B sE MR

FREX 4.1 mg ABDA, JiIA 1 mL DMSO #&fi#, #7228 100 mL &5, MNEBLiKEZ, 53100 uM
ABDA &M & 75 10 mL AEEBFESIA I 3 mL PS UV-Vis il (16.4 uM), 3 mL FRHRE it 570,
4mL1xPBS, ZJaskrtid, w580, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5min. BT UV-Vis MlEGF: 399 nm).

3.3. AWGTIRZAARSCIS

3.3.1. JHGHAYEMHEE MR

HepG2 4 /it f1 MCF7 ZH ik FH I 56 AR5 TR AL RL T . 7% 10% FBS 1 1% %5 3 A1 HE 55 2 XTI i Bl
DMEM £ 3% - 4 41 g \—80°C vk AH B HE 6F B 4T A A7, BT 37 C K I Hh bRuisk 8 S8 A A5 40 it 2 575
TN 1mLPBS H&, BOF B, FAeakmilimd)s, M T75 iR 7e, B T a0
FTP B FR(37°C,5% COy) . B RBHATYNMH . £F T75 MR 4G, PL 12 BT AL E gt
KRR € 5 T

FECBGH FH TE M5 76 A 55 7R R (1% % 2 MBS 25 20 i DMEM 1:9%#K): DMSO = 99:1 E
WA, PAEECH SR 1 mM R, P S IR B R R B AN RV FE 1) AR

PR T 0 BUE K IARI A, BT AR THE, KA DL 5 x 103 AL FEHFR T 96 FLR 1, &EFL 200
ul, TSR TR E R IR R, MARGEE. 4 AFRIREFEEFI(100 uM, 50 uM, 25 uM, 12.5
1M, 6.25 uM, 3.125 uM, 1 puM, 0.1 pM), 75 E0F HECERAROST DDA, 45 250N DN N85 97 2), 75 e (BlAROnT n
NEEFRHE, ST IR FRIE) o F 5 77 B W0 A 1R 2 (9 e O i DA 1) 77 20 SN 96 FLAR
4L 200 uL, FFEE INES. HHE, ¥ 96 FLIRE THMMEFRAE T (37°C, 5% CO)MFE 12 h, HEHL
WG, FEFEFREE, B PBS PelkfLiR 3 k. BAIIR M7 UM 200 pL & 10% cck-8 ()58 e85 77 5. i E
3.5 h J& FEE AR 450 nm A& (¥ OD 8.

3.3.2. EHGIUA BN

YR BRI R B 3507 R S B AR — 50, 96 FLARSHAR 4N G 55 15 DL K 44 245 75 Al 5 2E WA 25 1
MR —3. A25)5, ¥ 96 FLINE TUIE 7248 (37°C,5% COL)IEE 12h, B L WS, I 400 nm JliE
20 min, ZkEE0FE 12 h, FEEEFEIE, H PBS ViU 3 . DAHR i 7 s N 10% cck-8 58 4%
FE5E. BF A 3.5 h J5 FBEFRACR 450 nm 4bfY OD fH .
4. BEREW
4.1. FHFIRO SN R eI

HE 2 18, SR B RSO K AE 400 nm BT, R Ik i 4682 20 e S2 06 03 R e I K 52 4 400 nm.
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4.2. FBOFIRTEMEE REENAR
I 3 W, Bt BRI G REGR F I 1 SAUE RE A T RS ) p-o-1.
4.3. IR BLRISEE AN
Il 4 W1, Bt OGEGTIRERE ABDA HIWRODGIE T % 56.7%, RILH R4 A AL RBETT -

p-p-Thi
020 — p-p-ThiDCM
0.16 — p-p-Thi EtOH
8 — p-p-Thi H,O/DMSO=99/1
£ 0.12
K]
o
3 0.08
<
0.04
N
0.00 —rrvrrr TrrrrrrrTT prorrrrreT prorrrrres 1
400 600 800 1000
wavelength(nm)

Figure 2. UV visible absorption spectra of photosensitizer

[ 2. SHOTIRERIN AT RS

A) p-p-Thi B) .
25000 IEIRERE s
7] — p-p-ThiOs 25000 —
= 20000 — peThi3s - pot
8 — p-p-Thieos 3 —= p-p-Thi
15000 &
2 — ppThigos 5 16000
c E
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T 5000 1 50004
|
0 T I T T 1 0 T T T T 1
400 500 600 700 800 900 0 30 60 9 120 150
wavelenghth(nm) time(s)

Figure 3. (A) Fluorescence spectra of p-p-Thi after adding reactive oxygen species probe DCFH-DA; (B) The

trend of fluorescence intensity over time
3. (A) p-p-Thi ZRIGEMEERET DCFH-DA BRI KIIE; (B) R ERERTEA T LiEaE

(A) p-p-Thi original (B) I N
o p-p-ThilRkF¢ E IR B T #a TS
0.7 — p-p-Thi 0 min
0.6 — ppThitmin %7
g 0.5+ — p-p-Thi 2 min 0.5+
5 0.4 | — pp-Thidmin 047 56.7%
§ 0.3 Vs p-p-Thi 4 min < 0.3
< 0.2 NN— p-p-Thi & min 0.2
014 /-~ 0.1
0.0 ! ! ! ! 0.0 T T T T 1
300 350 400 450 500 0 1 2 3 4 s
wavelength(nm) time(min)

Figure 4. (A) UV visible absorption spectra of p-p-Thi with added singlet oxygen
probe ABDA,; (B) The trend of p-p-Thi absorbance over time

B 4. (A) p-p-Thi iR BLASEIRE ABDA FRILINT RIRIHIE; (B) p-p-Thi
W e BE Pl et [B) 35 fL a3
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4.4. FBGRLAARSCIE

M5 BT HIH A IS BRIFEAZ BRI 26 N5 HepG2 F MCF7 Wi Rl e ¥ 30 5 i 3 i) =t H
AN A A AT A S AR B AR, 3 v e AR A I B A ek 45 A e Rk 38, Ha s o
BB B £ vh T 0 o A A A A 5B IR 0 NF-xB,  HIF-1a 25 S A2 3 o 0 O B 0 o 6 S8 (R P 6
JE AR C2 B p-p-Thi %45 HepG2 5 MCF7 4l i e (3R BE 354 3.125 UM

250- (A) HepG2-C2 300- (B) MCF7-C2
§ 2004 :\8
2 150 22
8 ns 8
® © ns
> 10 2 1001
5 3
O 504 (&)
0 0-
O TN DTTIDINDIS IR R I R N I I I I R NI I I
\\Q\Q r\: &Q@@Q@@Q ,@} ‘)@}\Q@} @Q»& »\: tj,\}@,ﬁﬁ@gﬁ qfﬁ b@?'s@} \\Q\Q »\: (ﬁ’i‘l‘«’\}(\,‘;} ,@} bQQ,\@Q \‘&& '\: &QQ&Q'&,Q qf’Q @Q 'SQQ
[EEkd P31 REk P =3k

Figure 5. (A) Biocompatibility and photolethality testing of photosensitizers on HepG2 cells; (B) Biocompatibility and photolethality
testing of photosensitizers on MCF7 cells

5. (A) JEEFIRT HepG2 MR E MR M IARARBRESMIX; (B) XHFIX MCF7 ARV EMER M UK SR REN
M

5. &

AT I BT —FhE B = 2R R SR AR T OB (AIE) BN, F T Mg it )63l 737697 (PDT).
I A S 2T HE IS, A TORBON M T AR, RER S T R A e

Wi 2B RMAA KT BARGEG, JRE TS AR R A A T A A R R A T
Suzuki fHEREESCHE SN, PR 26.3% . BRI KAE 400 nm BT, N5 SR 40 5256 3%
RN IR IR TR . B OGEGHITE ROS A2 pife 11 EAR T FHVES Y, oA B 2R 28 A R
IR A I H £(56.7%)

TELIEHAME N, JLHGIT HepG2 F1 MCF7 4 eIl 8 te, RIS RIFMAEYHEN. 7
400 nm FEHRZAE T, SRR iR 40 R I R R A RUR, IR E N 3.125 pM. SRR 5k
PEARDG, AHE s B R 2 2 Uk 55 AR
6. REERE

AR AR S 52 R 5 B A I SRR BT R G BT — R A R SR AR T R R BRI
B =R R ALE SO E A SRR ROS AL Re I FMREEYE, Jvotah /ity r it T Em s LA .
KRR gPKiEik RGEMBLAIRIT RS, A B P HES IO BON IR IR L. JeBOHR “ % 8E
5 “Zohfeth” ¥y T —A% PDT B A% 0 77 1] o 126 BORITEARS HE R Va7 B B B8 A5,
FUAR S A M B8 A e R A G e BRI R R P (% ROS 7= 3R 8 [ 22 25 41 708 S it
=

o 25 B RS E RN A 5100 H (3150050052) 5 A 24 B R 2 K A AR A T )k Il 2Rk il 1 H
(3322400295).
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