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Abstract

This study adopts an ethnographic approach to examine how medical students form imaginaries of
patients in the course of medical education. Drawing on one year of fieldwork, the study finds that
medical students gradually construct three dominant patient imaginaries across diverse educa-
tional settings: the symbolized patient, the idealized patient, and the emotionally neutral patient.
While these imaginaries facilitate the transmission of medical knowledge, they simultaneously
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weaken students’ ethical sensitivity and capacity for empathy. The article highlights the role of the
hidden curriculum in medical socialization and the cultural biases embedded in medical knowledge,
and discusses how medical students’ imaginaries of patients shape their future clinical practice. It
concludes by offering implications for reform in medical humanities education.
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