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Abstract

To investigate the effect of Buyang Huanwu Decoction Modified (BYHWD-M) serum on autophagy in
human retinal microvascular endothelial cells (HRCECs) under high glucose conditions and explore
its mechanism via the AMPK/Rheb/mTOR pathway. Methods: Drug-containing serum and blank se-
rum were prepared. HRCECs were divided into control, high glucose model, blank serum, drug-con-
taining serum, and various intervention groups. Western Blot was used to detect p-AMPK, p-mTOR,
Beclin-1, and other proteins; RT-PCR was used to detect mRNA levels. Results: The high glucose model
group showed increased AMPK phosphorylation and Beclin-1 expression, while mTOR phosphory-
lation decreased. Compared with the model group, BYHWD-M serum significantly inhibited AMPK
overactivation, restored mTOR activity, and downregulated Beclin-1. AMPK agonist reversed these
effects, and Rheb modulation influenced drug efficacy on mTOR and autophagy. Conclusion: BYHWD-
M serum may inhibit high glucose-induced excessive autophagy in HRCECs by suppressing AMPK
overactivation and restoring Rheb/mTOR signaling.
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1. 5|8

B PRI 0L I 152555 A2 (Diabetic Retinopathy, DR)&# FRp 550 WL 5™ 3 AU IR R E 2 —, Hom 3
A% O AE T =B PS5 S L LA ML A 3R e AT PR S T RE 2R AL 1] ARSI — IR0 FEE o i 1) = B2 44
B PRI AR AE PN R 20 L (HR CE Cs) A2 fa M0 493 11 B B2 A5 b vl 5 5 HRCECs R AE S AN, %%
FESON S T i B, A SRR SR By R BB A M TR, 8 AN T I A ek
[2]. DAL, IRAIRDTEBES S HRCECs #4540+ Hlil, ZBija DR SR UIA SR H IS4 N —Hp
i FEAR S AR AR R, d ik P A S2 1 40 M 25 RN AR 9T B B 1 AR R N IR B AR . 75 DR RAER B,
BRI EE ) W) 817 M. RN B —F RN, rIE R EbE BRI A
MM, 2P AR RO 5 8008 WA R TR BSOS BEGE, O (R i 20 B Th RE RS AISE T, Ik DR iERE[3].
TR, DR B KR RN A 23, EREbs SR B, HAmmd B A e A S0 g
T[4, Bk, AT, s HOE EERGE, ©CN DR T T ES SR .

Y 2 B 22 4515 B R RS S 4%, Hodh AMP WAL R (1R (AMPK) S5 IR L 3h 1 T I A R EE
H A (mTOR) B 115 5 R TAZ O M AL . AMPK & 40 i 1) 6 AL A%, 7R RE R = (w3 51 R
(AR SO B 0% . T mTOR & & AR I S B AF 8 1, (R340 fu A= K IFH ) B k. 28 i) i
BN AMPK B0E 5, i BEER 1L T U HE 55 (i TSC2)#1i# mTOR 44 1 (mTORCI) 5,
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HRE &

T iR s o WL QA 4, S W R E[5]. Ras [A &4 enriched in brain (Rheb)/EA—4N/N GTP
B, /&% AMPK 5 mTOR 9S85 15 .3 4k ) Rheb (Rheb-GTP) ] BL#£5% /1 3% mTORCI , ifi AMPK
D388 3k B0 TSC2 (Rheb 1) GAP % )€ i3 Rheb K3, BB RTE[6]. #A1, 7E DR M+ =k
5T, AMPK/mTOR/Rheb iX — A% O i 4% 45 W Zh A28 40 H A 1 BAR ML T, A 52438

#
e o

HHEEZTERTIE DR J5TH B A MEER S . *NHIE FB 1 E i A& ML & 32 T, R J7 TR IR R G
SEAWRE . ZBOREHA DR A B R R AT RL7]. RTAE PR, iz nT RBP4 . PUAA K
EHERERERIEERS], EIHZEE L L@t % AMPK/mTOR/Rheb 15 5 il 5 AW, K4EY
HRCECs, HHETHITRGH T, AL, DA LK 2 KA PR BT MM, Kiew s R MEk
PRI G S SR M i RO, o DR, SR FH S I I PR 23 24 LTS Bt 57, R Gutm s #SHIE F3
WXt b N HRCECs Mg F4mfiI4E F 2 3L 37 AMPK/Rheb/mTOR @B HLH], 1) B % 05 25 IO
YERINLEE . RIUB R ITHE R B EE R 2R L

2. B EFE
2.1. SmESIE

FNBHIE T IR I R N RIS 2% 58 Tl K5 A1%%)  iR4E “35 AR BT v 44 3 77 S 9 4
FEER” , NS KR BFTE RN 6.25, # 5 SRR IR, #MHIE Toz IR B FIE N 3.45 gkg -d e
SEIG PRI Tt 125 g, M 6g, KA Sg HWlk3g JIIE3g Ml 3g i3 g4l
G, S0 AR R R 2R M R N IREEBe 2 55 o R P /KSR B I 45 4 BHIE FLz Ik K39 AR
4 5EMSEZ, 32 0.5h, MIKATE 2 K. 55 1K 15 58K, B 1.5h; 552 0 10 52K, R
& Lh, Rl e g, &M, *hK, FHBEIREEN 0.1 g/mL MIAMHIE FZ /K IRIR, PROER T 22
1IN L EAE L BEARTR S B 60%, Wi, #5814 h, ¥, ERETLEWRE, FAKKNERE KT E,
%M.

EHMIEIH % 30 R WISTAR KRFMATE, BN 2 4, B4 15 K, 4359 HIE 3z
HRZH(13.66 g kg -d YR EIXTHRA, ARiETRIS UK, ERAEEFE 3d, 5 4 K 10 mLkg ! 45
T T AN T IR 2 IR R R A B KA A 20 WE S, R 2 K, WA B 9 SRR 3 45,
DAERE— 2 M2 EE, HREBTIS 2 h 2Bk, HARMRIEFERTE. A2 74, &E—REBE 1
h, KRR PR E, SR 0.3% L ZANIEW, P 40 mg/kg MGG R KR, LGB 34 E
FBBICR ML, SLRIENTFREOE N, 1 BEFE 2 B JAEE I 20~30 min, 245 HUMK Z5-0¢(3000 rrmin ™' 15min),
FATC B S s By, JE 5 GRS 03, 2580 CUKFtRIF 4 H -

2.2. AREIETR SIRBEN

2.2.1. 4RAEEESE

AR FE A L A R 40 BB (HRCECs) R 75 ), A& 10% 6 248 L3 « 100 U'mL ™! 5% % A1 100 mg-mL ™"
W RN DMEM K782k, 78 37°C. 5% CO: WHANEE MR 7240 vh i Ml 75 . il AE K& 80%~90% i &
i, FH 0.25%BME(& EDTA) ML,

22.2. BREERET SRS 4E

R E R AR, ff HRCECs B T8 25 mmol-L™' D- &) #E ) DMEM 584k e bl 9% . s2ib
FF M. O FANIRA: IEHFHES.S mmolL! D-E &N 7#E; @ mbMAA. ShE 25 mmolL™!
D-E PR @ FAMEH: @SR EEH 4h 5, MALKIRERN 10%M 2 ARG @ &
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YIS R IR AR 4 h 5, IR Y 10% 94N SHIE 1037 Dk & 25 135 ; & AMPK 1] 771 2.«
FERE IR EEVE R 4h J5, RN AMPK $1#17); © Rheb JTER4L: #% 4% Rheb siRNA ) HRCECs, T /iH
B EPER 4h 5, A 10% % A 1E; @ SFZiME + AMPK #ahFI4l: mbER 7= /EH 4h )5,
FIB N 10%& 25105 5 AMPK #3h5; ® Rheb JIER + AMPK #3h741: # 4% Rheb siRNA [
HRCECs, Tabikis=&FERM 4 h J5, I\ AMPK #307); © Rheb it €Kik + S LMmiEH:
Rheb i %k 5 ki () HRCECs, T mifliiismik i EH 4h 5, MO 10% & 25 1MiE. (AMPK-IN-3, 75
CM07927, | 5: Proteintech, 100 nM, AMPK activator 4, % 5: CMO07147, | %: Proteintech, 15
uM; Rheb it FRIEFRKRIE: Zolgene #FEAW), siRNA H FIF K5 E: Rehb (Human gene) NCBI # [4]
ID: 6009).

23. WMHEIRS X

2.3.1. LRSS ER PCR #UHEX mRNA BFRE

i [} TRIzol X742 HL % 4l HRCECs )& RNA. @idHME D CCETIE RNA WK 54
(A260/A280 LEAE AT 1.8~2.0 MLAEHE). B 1 pug & RNA, #8300 5 3R 75) & 1 B B4 % cDNA 254 .
qRT-PCR X J¥ifE ABIPrism 7300 45 AT « )B4 (20 pL) L % : SYBR Green Premix Ex Taq™ 10 uL,
1E. R 517010 pmol- L)% 0.8 uL, cDNA ##% 2 uL, il RNase-free /KAMEAAF . SBNFRF: 95°C AL
PE30s: B HEAT 40 DMEFR(9SCANME 55, 60 CIRK/IEA 30s). J 45 TG 25 il 5 A th 2 LLIGHIE 7= P 1)
Fimtt. Ll GAPDH fEANZER, KH 27AACt ¥%ETHH H I K(AMPK. mTOR. Rheb. Beclin-1 %%)
mRNA X RIEE. Frf S E5 3 K.

M NCBI _E##% homo ) AMPK. TSC2. TSC1. ULKI. Beclin-1. Rheb. mTOR #:[X mRNA F#%,
FELAFR R A (1) GAPDH 1E NN S 2, MR350 % - I, A Primer Premier 5.0 ¢+ H Fr 2 K AT
SEF IR FETY,  BAEIN ARG A R AT & . 3 BEK/: AMPK (106 bp). TSC2
(182bp). TSCI1 (135bp). ULKI (156 bp)- Beclin-1 (121 bp). Rheb (146 bp). mTOR (161 bp). GAPDH (123
bp): SIMIFFIIT 1 (3% 5'~3'HFF1):

Table 1. Primer sequences

* 1. 519575
H hr ik A 5175 1A ST — 3"
1E[H(F) CAACTATCGATCTTGCCAAAGG
AMPE R F(R) AACAGGAGAAGAGTCAAGTGAG
1E[F(F) AGGTTACACCATCTCCGACTC
1562 S E(R) GCAGGATTGGCTTGTTTGACT
iE1)(F) AGAAAGGCTTGACTGTTGTAATGA
e S F(R) CCACCTCTGCTTCCACTACT
E [ (F) CTGCCCTGGACGAGATGTTC
L S F(R) CCGAGAGTCTCCGCTCAATG
. 1E [ (F) GGTGTCTCTCGCAGATTCATC
Bectin-] KIA(R) TCAGTCTTCGGCTGAGGTTCT
iE1A)(F) GCTTTGGCAGAATCTTGGAATG
e S F(R) ATCACCGAGCATGAAGACTTG
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1EFI(F) TTATCATGTGTTCCGACGAATCTC
mTOR

JZIF)(R) GTGCTATGGACTGAATGCGAAT

1E[H(F) GGTGTGAACCATGAGAAGTATGA
GAPDH

JZIFI(R) GAGTCCTTCCACGATACCAAAG

2.3.2. Western Blot #&MEXFEANFTRIX

WA, F RIPA ZHE(& PMSE)RBUSE H, BCA ENIE R AWKE . WEREARMGEY 30
ng)i#EAT 10% SDS-PAGE #E/i Uk 7> &5, Bl fe i@ i iR % 200 BE 2 2 PVDF i . F & S% 4051
TBST W ZE IR 2 /Mo BEJG, BESMHMNE—HE 4CTIHEd®R. H, H TBST ¥lE 3 &k, &K
10 234, SRJE 5060 N7 BRAR 1 S AL AR 1T 10— H0(1:5000 FRR%) R IR & 2 /N FRBERE S, ] ECL
UL ROGRFNEAE G R G L5 . R Image J AT 26053047 K FEEAEL 00T, LHIEH SHNZ B-
actin IR FEAE LLAEAE N FEAR N A B . RAB AR a0 R 342 2.

Table 2. Primary antibodies used in Western Blot
3% 2. Western Blot &M —HiEHR

ey i g 5
AMPK Alpha Polyclonal antibody 10929-2-AP
Phospho-AMPK Beta 1 (Ser182) Recombinant monoclonal antibody 83924-1-RR
Hamartin/TSC1 Polyclonal antibody 29906-1-AP
Tuberin/TSC2 Polyclonal antibody 24601-1-AP
RHEB Polyclonal antibody 15924-1-AP

mTOR Monoclonal antibody 66888-1-Ig
Phospho-mTOR (Ser2448) Monoclonal antibody 67778-1-1g
ULK1 Polyclonal antibody 20986-1-AP
Beclin 1 Polyclonal antibody 11306-1-AP

GAPDH Monoclonal antibody 60004-1-1g
HRP-conjugated Goat Anti-Rabbit IgG(H + L) SA00001-2
HRP-conjugated Goat Anti-Mouse IgG(H + L) SA00001-1

2.4. LC3 WUin PR3 40 M SCIR 48 5 MEF0 5 IRt

SR A —80°C IR H B H o8 75 S oK b A, AP RS o s SRR LT BRI R TN 6 FLER T, 37°C
BRI, DRSS — RAEAT o BRI I 20 V5 R AE 40%~50% /2 41 ; 4% 8 A1 MOI {E(30 50 100),
BOE R FHEBMACEH 1 mL 5848000 EP & iR s], BOLRl, Wk REREE, B LR
RGN BREMER, 3TCRFRMIEE s B d~6h )5, WEBHEREIRIE, M 2mL B, 37C
MRREIR; G 24~48 h Jm, AESOCRET TS IOCRIE TGO, Rl E WA E T L .
25. GtFESH

T Bl Xy D B AR 22 380K, SR AT SPSS 29.0 BUAFHEAT Gvt 70 At 2 2LIA) BUBCR AT R IR 205 22
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M, B ZEFE, AP LLECR A LSD #8546 557 2455, NWRA Dunnett’s T3 #6536 P2 E] LLRER
FAMSIREAR t 056, LA P<0.05 NZEREGS T HE X

3. &R
3.1. #PEERAMK S MEHFSHEF SR BREEXZER Beclin-1 RiX

SR B 25 0t 40 L FE R I, BRATTARS I T P W OB 1 Beclin-1 FI3RIA - Western Blot 45 3% B (14
1(a)), SFANMBAAMLL, FEPEFAY4] HRCECs H Beclin-1 & A EZX /KT 22 EifP < 0.05). M&FMH
T N & 25 I35 T FilS , Beclin-1 RIAHE W2 FHI(P <0.05). 2 H MIE M Beclin-1 RIA 5 S pEE
B G 22 5, R ARSI T 3% 1 o3 1 A i 48 £

qPCR &l 45 F(& 1(b))fk7~, Beclin-1 mRNA RIAZE LA 5 Western Blot 25 A —F . 55H
ST LD, B4 HRCECs ' Beclin-1 mRNA FIA/K B E T 5 (P <0.05), $Eo b ) 4 m] 76 5%
K RS A WA DGR R Rk . S ANHIE LA IR & 25 L3 T 11/5, Beclin-1 mRNA FikH] 2 R (P <
0.05), i FXT IR, REZ LAY ] Geidid #H] Beclin-1 FESRIE M IR TS B MR B, 25 H LS
“H Beclin-1 mRNA ik BB 4 AH LG 16 35 22 (P > 0.05), 1ESEIMLIE A & XF Beclin-1 1A T 252
M o
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‘kv ’f&\
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@) (b)

Figure 1. (a) and (b): Western Blot and qPCR analysis of autophagy-related protein Beclin-1 expression
1. (2)F(b): Western Blot. qPCR #:3l BMEHE £ ZE H Beclin-1 FRIATHER
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3.2. #PHERAMMK S MER AMPK #4ER 447K A9

N T IRICANHIE Tz Nk R 2 E MR L], FRATR A Western Blot £ 1 % 2048 fu i AMPK [
IR /K P (p-AMPK/AMPK L0AH), S50 2(a)fin. mifliES AMPK: 575 (A0 BRALAH TG, mpipe sy
H 1) p-AMPK/AMPK LB 2 3 TH=1(P < 0.01), Feos ol NS 7 AMPK {55 B 6, 1X 584 Beclin-
| RETHm(AWBOEME— . SRR Amt, *MHE RIS 24 S 41 p-AMPK/AMPK HAH
B FRR(P < 0.05), BEEEL T AR [N, 25 E g 4 S BA AR G 2 2 1% 22 5% (P > 0.05),
HE SO E 1137 vk B w4 S A ) T B 2 10 AMPK S FEVE 4L . AMPK #011I5744 1% p-AMPK/AMPK
FOAE A AR 2H (2 25 FEAIR(P < 0.01),  BRAIE 4RI A 24k . & 24 &S AMPK #7712 5 B 25 24 1f
TEAMLL T R Z 5P >0.05). qPCR F&MZ5 R4 2(b)Fizr, %41 HRCECs ' AMPK mRNA FIA/KF
SR . 52 X IR B, AL 4 AMPK mRNA RiAME A K4, HER LS #E (P>
0.05). S BEARAYHAR L, INBHIE Tz Nk & 24 M5 4 AMPK mRNA K3 /KP4 WL R 2 2 46(P > 0.05),

2 I R TG B R 22 (P> 0.05) . 7E{E SIE BT Hilseed, AMPK 55 & AMPK W2l db #35 K &
EAE AMPK mRNA Rk /KF(P > 0.05). b7k, 7E Rheb JIEREL Rheb i RIAHKAF T, AMPK mRNA £
TR KR AR A(P > 0.05). 27 AR, J4H0H AMPK mRNA FKiAHEAFE, 1l Western Blot £
TEIE p-AMPK 7K-TAR AL HE 7R #SH B T3z IR 2 Z5 155 5 AMPK {5 538 i 1 4% 32 2R AR 70 B U IR
AR IE R B IRRN B, TR K.
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N\ » W
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Q~
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GAPDH # sn s g smn s o S0
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2320 5
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© £05 p
2% 00 %
< =
2 &%ﬁ P b \\yg\\? ﬁ\wﬁ‘&’q@ 2 ooll
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(a)

Figure 2. (a) and (b): Western Blot and qPCR analysis of AMPK phosphorylation level
[ 2. (a)F0(b): Western Blot #F0 qPCR #&il AMPK HUREEZ (LK 155

Y *P < 0.05, #*P < 0.01, #**P < 0.001, ****P < 0.0001
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3.3. #PHERAMKR S FMIE mTOR BERLK F RIS

Nt B IUE AMPK/mTOR 38 ¥ 75 #hPHIE 1037 Ik i 3 B v b A, FRATAS I 1 2% 4H 40 g o
mTOR FIBEER LK T-(p-mTOR/mTOR ), &5 3(a)fizr. mbEH] mTOR ihtE: 525 A X R41MH
b, WA p-mTOR/mMTOR HUAE 2% FAR(P < 0.001), FWIFEHIAE N mTOR JEEHINH, X5
AMPK JEfb . BWRE SR EDIRES — 8. S MIEKE mTOR ¥&tE: 5 bt B A AH L, HMNHIE FLizhn
R 25 MIE 4 p-mTOR/MTOR HUAE & THm(P < 0.05), $RZ5¥IKE mTOR i&tE, Ml g A
W, AMPK 471771 3#0% mTOR: AMPK 4147120 p-mTOR/mTOR EUAR B 40 B 2 T =(P < 0.01), FSE
0] AMPK A fEBRH X mTOR (4], 5 EbERE R AIAREL, Rheb JTERZLA) p-mTOR/mTOR EL{H &[4
iK% 0.3 (P <0.001). 7 Rheb JTERAHEEAY LA AMPK #0745, p-mTOR/mTOR HAE #E—5 T &
(P<0.001). 5—7J51Hi, Rheb IIRIARLA 724 M35 43 4 p-mTOR/mTOR HAEFAZ 1.9 (P<0.001), &3
TS 245 E 4P < 0.01). qPCR Kl &5 B 3(b)Fzn, %41 HRCECs 1 mTOR mRNA FiA/K T
FE—EZWH. SEANEBHMLL, SRR mTOR mRNA RIEWE &, HERLSGIFEXLP >
0.05). 75 (A MG 25 e MR A AR L IR R LR 2 22 5P > 0.05). SRR L AR EL,  MPHIE iz ik &
245 35 4 mTOR mRNA Fik /KPR E(P > 0.05). 4R, AMPK |74 # 5 mTOR mRNA ik
BETHEP < 0.05), $#x AMPK {5 5 A fEXF mTOR #3t BA — 2 AT /EH . 75 Rheb AT FilsLi+,
Rheb JTERZH mTOR mRNA FiA BRI AR A N E, HZERITLL IS E (P >0.05); 1M Rheb IdRIEBE
F A MG AL JF mTOR mRNA FKIAH BT+ & (P <0.01). b4k, 7E Rheb JTERIEAE E I AMPK #sh7) 4k
5, mTORmMRNA FiE/KFAR W EKE . ST F, mTOR mRNA FikZBWEH 5 & E R KT
HATEA 5, HRFMHIE TLZ k& 251035 %) mTOR 15 538 B 01515 7T g 32 3% AR 70 5 R R (b 5 80
PGB, AR SR AE I I ST mTOR JE R 4% 528

B B
%f\ N
‘& N ‘&, ‘1\? ?»@; 151
%%%%@ B %@‘ﬁv ¥
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p-mTOR S SIS -

GAPDH " wo w» oo oo = w» = =
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(a) (b)

Figure 3. (a) and (b): Western Blot and qPCR analysis of mTOR phosphorylation level
[ 3. (2)FA(b): Western Blot, qPCR &l mTOR BYRAER (kK &5
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3.4. Rheb EN S IHMBHN FHXEIER
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Figure 4. (a) and (b): Western Blot and qPCR analysis of the key role of Rheb in mediating the effect of medicated serum
4. (a)F0(b): Western Blot, qPCR #&il] Rheb ZENT S & A IEM M PRI X< EIERIFR
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Figure 5. Detection of autophagy and autophagic flux by LC3 double-labeled adenovirus
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Figure 6. Detecting the effects of autophagy and autophagic flux using a dual-labeled LC3 adenovirus
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