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Abstract

Bacteria of the genus Rickettsia are obligate intracellular Gram-negative bacteria. Some species can
be transmitted by blood-feeding arthropods and cause zoonotic diseases such as typhus and spotted
fever. Bats are widely distributed and are parasitized by various arthropods, including soft ticks, hard
ticks, bat flies, and mites. In recent years, studies worldwide have detected Rickettsia DNA in blood
and tissue samples from multiple bat species, while serological surveys have also demonstrated re-
activity of bat sera to Rickettsia antigens. Various Rickettsia species have also been detected in bat-
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associated ectoparasites, and a few studies on soft ticks have successfully isolated rickettsiae and com-
pleted whole-genome sequencing. This review summarizes the detection of Rickettsia in bat host sam-
ples and their associated ectoparasites, with emphasis on detection methods and pathogen identifi-
cation, and analyzes the interpretation and limitations of the available evidence, aiming to provide a
reference for research on bat-associated Rickettsia.
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WiE VP Z AL AT IZ AL AR RE, A MR B R BT e S, IR AT R A e N T
AR NS 1], RiE AR R A AR MR ORI sh A, A b 2R e e i LA
SRICIE R [2] 0 BEAE W MEAH SC T BRI 58 2 S b T B, X 4 B 1R S5 ) S A A b, G =
o 20 A A i A X R AR AR B A R A S B R SEINR[3]. O SR AK & (Rickettsia) 4 1 & — 2 M4
MO ZFAE R E PR, S, &, BRI Z RS R R EY . RIETUERHER ZRAKE R R,
JHE R LRIy v tH Se B (ancestral group, AG). BEZ A5 %€ B (typhus group, TG). L& #¥ (transitional group,

ik

FEENBILRIR[4]-[6] 0 Wit S ILAR SN A B O BN B A S5 R B B, 3 & TE R,
A BT AN TE SR A AR R SR AT B R

BUAERRRY, 5 200 51 105 SR RIT 7 St SR BRI A 7 T 7 AN S 7] [ P9 A L B S
MBI A A AL TE IR DNA BRI 51 5 78 70 355 =7 1 253 S s L 375 568 ST 5 AR B L
A3 N [8]-[15]; S ME A OGHA  AEWAE L g W A T R AT ST S PR RZ R A S (XI4RIE [16]-[20] . 2 KBt 7T
FEERM PCR ¥ 456 H bR R Ay BAlll Fr it AT ie AR 25, Bt e idk— b T e 7 2 2k 7 #r, /b
KOt TEM B AR OGP AT T LT IR gy BRI BT T AR AP [21] [22]. SR, BT AR
FEREAIAY . KHFLEE DN . 338 BOK R RS e KA <5 AT AE 22 5, AHOREE SRR R S8 08 IR A —
B AR RS B R BT, 5 S BRI DN R O S S R G 1

BUA BT I 22 5 ol 1550 i 5 i 3 R A b g 26 U JR B IT TR 28, [R12D SRR I O A I — & (O BF FUAR
XD o A G T T B SNF A EREAS P A ST RS H 5 18 AN A2 DA S 2 75 DA L ST B
WA G £, tAREIR LV HIRPR SN a7 A HURL 6 IR R RE 770 AL, AR SOy Jpl 8 i s i A AR
M B AR S A A1 2 A2 R (RS e RIS, BRI L 15 SRS AR R REART
MITE RIS AAR, I B IMA T RS RR.
2. WRABTE R A XL R AR SR

BUA S i AR A RS2 8 AR A O R W AEAISE I A E KX, REASE A
PRI JBRAE S o R AR LS i, DR DA B T4 (G 1) AHORHIE ST 2R A PCR #1945 &
P B 3 AT BEATAS DN RS R , #0850 7F TR R 1032 S B DO IR IR TT e L7 = I 2 L ARIE 45 R S AL S
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Table 1. Global reports of Rickettsia detection in bat host samples

= 1. 2ICCENRIETE T AP I R G HIRE

B LSRRI AR KT 51 (EERzIEY] FEA Y RTTE R FARX
MERE e " [ 76 + beRb .
(AG) DURALFERAA(R. bellii) (Tadarida brasiliensis) B B PCR®. PCR 1/61  FHREE[24]
BEEG2EEE PO HEESL I IRA VESIPS b =
(TG) (R. typhi)iT 551 (Artibeus jamaicensis) " PCR 2z &AL
NN . e 75 /N HAE
\ R b = =LA
WA 52 32 52 AR (R. parkeri) (Vampyressa thyone) Jii PCR n=1 FHeEIE[23]
NI ER VAR CN \ 3z
(R. lusitaniae) G fFs 1/54
WA 52 3T 52 YR AR (R. parkeri A3 S . HF. N 1/54
HR-p ) . jEt'ﬁﬁ‘.% PCR? F [ i 58 [ 8]
BTV AR B S YA (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) _— o5
(R. slovaca) v B
57 IR LR (R. raoultii) Jits 2/54
X 18 LL1g (Nyctalus noctula) 12/188
PN SR A o
(R. monacensis) HimARR 5/55
(Pipistrellus pipistrellus)
18 LL1g (Nyctalus noctula) 22/188
TR
(Pipistrellus pipistrellus) 13/55
By 7R R R H 5/12
B SR (Myotis alcathoe) T PCR? Z R r[9]
(SFG) g AT RU LS o R 415
DNA (R EFh) (Pipistrellus nathusii)
K H I (Plecotus auritus) 1/6
L 4
(Vespertilio murinus)
kR 2
(Pipistrellus pygmaeus)
PR R IE
(Miniopterus natalensis)
5 2L 0
(Nycteris thebaica)
R IRAL e IR A TLIJE B AR b d
(R. conorii)i ¥ 1) (Epomophorus wahlbergi) 1 PCR®. PCRT  6/384 Fa-IELL0]
TR IR
(Scotophilus dinganii)
2% (L
(Glauconycteris variegata)
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AFPHIL 5L R Artibeus jamaicensis a 2134
(R africae) i £ 71 ( e i ) il PCRY, PCR FHK F[12]
MR i (Ardops nichollsi) 1/25
RYAMYATR/ €N TSI a b HIEE
(R. rickettsii)ir 2 551 (Artibeus jamaicensis) " PCR?, PCR 42z PHHEL]
RV R/ €N E2 T fit ; : a
(R. rickettsii) 1 3% R H-0F (Myotis keaysi) JF PCR?, PCR® 1/2
N I o PCR% PCR®.
(Saccopteryx leptura) PCRe¢ -
. _ HHE LR [23]
g L USURVATR /KN TR 1 2R 0 ux PCRY 1/5
(Ca. R. andeanae) (Platyrrhinus helleri) H
677 /N HAE i b
(Vampyressa thyone) G Bt PCR 12
BF s FAHE S b R . ; .
S LTS R KA U (Eptesicus fuscus) 118 IFA 1/56 FH[13]
B s ARG SL ST A = o
U L7 2 17 20 Fofr st 7 il IR IFA 46/451  EVE[14]
ML STIRAAR(R. felis) T R a b mypE
R blig 5271 (Artibeus jamaicensis) " PCR?, PCR 42z PHHEL]
TRG X =
(TROY s sk R, feli) [ b . o PCR'. PCR® n=1 FF{ELLIF[23]
(Mesophylla macconnelli)
i K 5% H- 1% (Myotis brandtii) 2/40
e R S K H I (Plecotus auritus) 1/40
- N & e . . .
*Eﬁ A f\R Spp) = Zﬁj L&:IL\‘HE]\E(M)/OUS mystacinus) DEE%DEE&J?&? PCR¢ 1/40 %;KQEE[]Z[15]
B 5 a0

(Barbastella barbastellus)

7E: PCRAR/RHE IR ABEFER= B ; PCRP Fon H 30K Al =0 v 5

TR G W EA N 5
FE A AT L

MEAT 73 1 fer il

PCRC KR YA KA MR N ; PCRY RN %
IFA FoRIAERIE RN CaFonfEik(Candidatus); n=1 FRESARE 1 G BHMEREAS, R4t

iR, WIETE LA P AR E DABE R G L ST ORI O T, B A IE B S ST R AR

(Rickettsia parkeri). f= ¥4 J& W57 57 /X {4 (Rickettsia lusitaniae) . 4% 7237 50 X /& (Rickettsia slovaca) . 57
QA7 78 A& (Rickettsia raoultii) . BE4NEF 37 5% /44 (Rickettsia monacensis) . 37 FG 37 78 YR 44 (Rickettsia rickettsii)
gz 55 Wi 3% 7 50 VA4 (Candidatus Rickettsia andeanae), /6145 5 B [C37 7 Yk £ (Rickettsia conorii). 3
AL e AR (Rickettsia africae) F57 [R5 RISk 1) 31 B R e T s FAHE S S AR [8]-[12] [23]. BEE
P FEREAN T PRI IE M ST B /b, EAATE I i FL i (Artibeus jamaicensis) I IEAE AR H 5 B2 A 95T
VAR (Rickettsia typhi) AUA 37 50 744 (Rickettsia felis) T 2k 41 [11], LA BFE EL IE [a] - (Mesophylla mac-
connelli) o I A A HRAS HE 198 o 37 5 IR AR [23] o #H 5 3 AH O $ik 38 A 0L T Bl 4R 4 B2 75 6 2 i (Tadarida
brasiliensis)ZH 23R A H S Hi 1 DL R A7 58 V44 B (Rickettsia bellii group) AH G 7 51I[24]. b4, &R 4k WA
FUAE Wi g i R0 B P K ARG R ST 5 R SE B ' PCR BHEAS 5, (EARIRTG nl kit — 25 %2 A 2L

F41[15].
55 FREDMA L, W0 ST 5w YRR L AR A R > . e ELPE AN B LU A A R B, 5 0 b
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ANBESRE BLAA E BAARGRS BRI, DA WEFCUS AR I 2 AR IO T, BT S, BEAR S A
JREETE AP AN G, L oA D A 8 ot T SR 2R AR o D 7 B S S AR B A JHARGE
3. WREEAEXFSMEE I R RS i IRE

BUA W IC CLAE S AR DG . B R AT SIS Py th 75 AR, 22K r S Ao e S 90
PCR BRI R[25] (% 2). CRERINLIE AR IBE SN T, 58 A eI SRR AR R 560, BfE e
AT AGIETP LR FP 91 B R SE RIAL ST AR o AR TE 2R ] PCR 93 45 & Fr 1 70 A sl AT A AN 4 5

Table 2. Global reports of Rickettsia detection in bat-associated ectoparasites

2. EHCCENIRIRIE X AINE & R S RO R HRIE

B SLILIRARRH A ahar A 15 SRR il oy i EEEEES
LIy ics DUIRHBESL T IR A ST i i e e KAFE a -
(AG) (R bellii-like taxon) (Alectorobius kelleyi) (Eptesicus fuscus) PCR RAE[L7]
EE AR/ €
(R. raoultii) i BRI . .
ST S R A (Argas vespertilionis) (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) PCR " T ]
(R. rickettsii)
W M 0 2% L i
(Argas vespertilionis) (Vespertilio murinus) PCR" 8]
8 ZR G A S 5 LA /BRI S ME a .
(R. helvetica) o (Rhinolophus hipposideros) PCR?, PCR
BT (1xodes ricinus) I W22 [26]
TSR a .
(Myotis myotis) PCRE. PCR
HIA ST 5 i argasii #k ol R R H A PCR:. PCR‘\ AAITE[22]
(R. japonica strain argasii) (Argas dewae) (Chalinolobus gouldii) /3B 9%, WGS ™
By AR AL T IR AR e i A L a d :
(R. slovaca)it& /341 (Secretargas transgariepinus) (Otonycteris hemprichii) PCRE. PCR #R[27]
DEAIAHE AR e ar v A o : 7SN RER a y
(SFG) (R. slovaca) fFT W1 8 (1xodes simplex) (Myotis emarginatus) PCR PUIEF[18]
R 2 5L 58 AR o : it PR K SR a y
(R. aeschlimannii) " PEHR(xOdes SIMPIEX) i vers schreibersiy T CR PIgEF (18]
JEYH L 50 A W % 0 2% UARER ) a .
(R. africae) (Argas vespertilionis) (Myotis dasycneme) PCR®. PCR® REREIEY
FLE L IR LR i R KAFIR a -
(R. peacockii) (Alectorobius kelleyi) (Eptesicus fuscus) PCR KAL)
VS ERVACR/CIN B MRR 8 Fb PN a 2
(R. honei) (Argas sp. “rousetti”) (Rousettus leschenaultii) PCR M= (28]
S) L 2 bRt g
(Noctilio albiventrisy ~ "C > PORY IRRALHR[29]
i LR SRV N e KBl g NN = . g
(Ca. R. wissemanii) (Ornithodoros hasei) (Noctilio leporinus) PCRE. PCR i [30]
NI . i
(Eptesicus diminutus) PCR FTHRAE[1]
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JE BT AG 37 b X A T o T B B R RIE PCR?, TARN21]
(Ca. R. nicoyana) (Ornithodoros knoxjonesi)  (Balantiopteryx plicata) FERTE SAEE
g TS RVATR/CN 240 PR B M HRM S a
(Ca. R. andeanae) (Trichobius joblingi) (Carollia perspicillata) PCR BRI
BAE A5 A ST 5 R AR W = L BB KH g .
BT 5 A DNA (K &) (Carios vespertilionis) (Plecotus auritus) PCR® SelE[32]
(SFG) L R o S I ]
2 E . g
(Ornithodoros sp.) (Balantiopteryx plicata) PCR?, PCR AE7AE[16]
F5 PR B AL b X A g . 25 T AR IZ K . g :
(R. lusitaniae) (Argas vespertilionis) (W A G gt PCR?. PCR HE[L6]
I 5 i AT S I 0 a TG
(Ornithodoros yumatensis) (Desmodus rotundus) PCR SRR R3]
T F RIFEA B
AN PCRe, PCR? k16
TRG RS SR B o L CLEES ) Hel
o PR R. hoogstraalii Secret, t iepi e e i
(6us ) (R. hoogstraalii) (Secretargas transgariepinus) KRR bCRE WKL [34]

(Eptesicus hottentotus)

TE: PCRAZFRIRH MR AUk b ; PCRY Fun SR A Mg U N, PCRE Funf BAUR it U B ; PCRY IR LI 3¢
R GRS WGCS Fon &R NALIN: Ca RonfikikFh(Candidatus). SCHR[16]# & 2 AN E ZOMMLIX, R Fuh X 4%
FBHEREA B SEPRRIEE R AR i T RIEAN T 2o JE SCOR WA A0 SRR I PR Ah 2 A e iy B il i 5“1 2R IB 2% W)
B R IFSCARE BV Ah 27 28 de b B i 5 1 23— 3

BRI H AR OCHRGE B 2 IR AP 27 AR HREE, Ok H B S7 s O B4 57 IR A2 58 AR (R. raoultii) . 371K
S5 IR AA (Rickettsia rickettsii). A 2R 4875 32 58 RAR(R. helvetica) . JEIH AL 70 IRAAIE 7 R R (R. africae-like
genotype) FH /7 78 55 J& Y7 58 MR (R. lusitaniae) s, 6454 T (5 FloR o 58 B Sz 5 IR [8] [16]. BRATT
il b, /> Ok 5T 2 D 23 B RIS AL e A . 2017 4F, Moreira-Soto &5 M %5 A= T4 &5 1 /2 i (Balantiopteryx
plicata) Y ¥4 7. 37 35 7 4l 2% 15 (Ornithodoros knoxjonesi)4/y Ht v 4y 5 3545 JE B V4 1% 57 78 ¥k 44 (Candidatus
Rickettsia nicoyana), FF45& 2 AN EFEHAT S E[21]. 2018 4F, lzzard 55 M\ AE [K W iE 204 (Argas dewae) 153
B9345 H AL YE YAk argasii #k(R. japonica strain argasii), #E— 4 58 B 2 FE DR 43 b R4 3L R A D [22]

i R S R PR AR X 2L, LR fRTME A (Ixodes simpllex) FFAS: HY 379 4% 50 37 55 7k 44 (Rickettsia
slovaca). i Fl] 5 37 50 V4 (Rickettsia aeschlimannii) K oAl B 55 SEFI G 51I[18]: Piksa 25784 il 274k
F7N% 3k #i% (Rhinolophus hipposideros) A1k s, H- iz (Myotis myotis) () & 7 fii#% (Ixodes ricinus) 7 H ik /R 4
FLTLRAL DNA [26]. BRWEEAN, 24 bk UG (Trichobius joblingi) A Hi 2 5 i % 37 5 vk f4s(Ca. R.

noctula) >k ) A i 5 (Nycteridopsylla eusarca) - IS Hi A 7K 4 Ay S5 DR S P SEIN 508 PCR B =,
{EARAT 7 B 5 IE[25] o

4. BEERE

FURT, BT 50 CAE 2 P A A S AR OGO . B | g e AT SIS P At 7 e AR, LI 27 9 JR
oy B AR R SR YD o BUA R R 16 FuAs: Vi BB A A% 2 AR PR IR, (I - PR oh ey 2l
(8] AT 5 SRAG IR . A2 A ER AR R RE 0 S L AL AR OO AR T (15 1)

AN FVRE I 77 92 452 Bk A UE SR 58 2 I ASHE 7] s PCR M 3 SR MR AR P A74E 37 v IR AL IR » SN 9858 PCR
LEROE TR A Y AR W TR BCE A I VG EAT FIWT[35]; B — e JE DA Ay BOE DR i B KT VA 2R
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FAE %5 20T, MELME N T2 (R K P % 8 WA [36]. i 22 B 3 B4R e 1 R &% TAHRPUR, 2
A RESZ B AE X BEFE M [37] o 5 J5 53 B8 ) i B AFAE S A B B IR, 45 5 22 B R 40 A Bl 4k D] 2 0
BB s J5L 45 I T SEVE[33] [34]. /b BB 0 [R] B A U 7 b i K LAk Hb 27 A o T ST A S AR 3
(Pipistrellus pipistrellus)ZH 24 Fi iz 53 2% 1 (Argas vespertilionis) FH 446 H 55 FGA7 58 A& (R. raoultii), HL#57>
BRI 7 20 v B — (8] i 22 AN BE W 9 43 ) 7E BR R A5 (Spinturnix myoti) B8 7 g i 8 (1xodes simplex)H
Aot ST ST AR LT S 0 50 A I P 18] [20] 5 57 A 9 5 % B 4 B 44 1 1 2 A B AR 0]
X et RN IR 3 T B AR B 00, A B s SRR . AERPILI B AR 3% U7 1)

(&%)
TR

(Rickettsia)

S A 5K P 4 2 ot

AN V7 8
N

A K
W

b

, R W
M. AR

RS YN
TR . AR FTak
EEa YN

DA BT FC AT A T UE 55 B Al
DA T MR- o T, A BB 5e o IR 2> AR R AN H R A RIESR 5 &3 e T RIET A 2 -
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Figure 1. Potential ecological associations of Rickettsia with bats and bat-associated ectoparasites, together with the position
of current research within the evidence chain

E 1 SRR EBAXHIINFERS I RRERNBEEESEARIBMRAIEREETOLE

BUA BT AR BT I 7> A IO, TR O RAE A [ M, R AFERE AR A R TR Il
e TEARHEANGE— A5 I o e oA AL AN 0 1L 4L 3 B ) 23 B S B IR R A T AR, o0 v e
A RS, At AT GRS BB = o (AL, AR SCHIE TR AR AT AL 9 S A Y AN B 5 e B B W lEAE
AKEIRBAVEAS & IIE W] H 716 32, A4 a7 A i rb (RO R BH A B0 JiL 70 25 B AN R SAUIE BT L B2 AR

1E4&HE 11[38] [39]
RE— 25 ST I SRR B ARG BT RS AN A SE BRI B, AR RBEFC AT AL R =4
5 T e 3 -

Wy AR, DL i R AR AN AR JURBCRT BT, T RS AL R 5 KA R 1 s
255 TR JE A AR R A — B g b, UMARSE 4 T - MRANER AR R - SEIRIRAR ORI R A HH A 2 Ak
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