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Abstract: Croft (1990) argues that desemanticization, in which a linguistic element losses its lexical meaning,
is an associate phenomenon of grammaticalization. For example, the expression “be going to” in English was
once having a concrete lexical meaning (that somebody is travelling to somewhere). After undergoing the
process of grammaticalization, it lost the lexical meaning “to go” and acquired a grammatical meaning (i.e.: a
future-tense marker). However, the argument of “losses of meaning” is quite vague. How can we observe the
changes of meaning? How can we describe the changes of meaning in an objective manner? This article,
through studying the grammaticalization of Jian in Chinese, intends to apply “semantic analysis” to observe
how the meanings of a linguistic forms change. There are four arguments proposed by this article: 1) Jian
was grammaticalized into a passive marker in pre-Qin; 2) Jian was grammaticalized into a resultative com-
plement in Tang; 3) Jian is undergoing the third grammaticalization path and acquiring the function of a sub-
ordinative conjunction; 4) Through studying the three grammaticalization paths of Jian, we argue that “se-
mantic analysis” can help us to understand more about grammaticalization.
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8§ E: Croft(1990)M45 HiiEEAL T AERE S —Fh “ 238 AL (desemanticization)Fl %, BIHE—iE 5 KR
TEFATIE VALY [FI, R U2 A H 278 2% (loss of meaning). 71413515 (1) “be going to” * JE A< /& A
A SEAERE SCRP “FNIEFE 5847 ), (HEMT R G IE R, SAREREEE “ %7, Bz
PREE R, EAFHE R A R Id. AT, Jeik “TE SR, REREHTZ . Wmigss L
(EE AR 2 SAne] vl DL WL R R e 2 AR SCUADGHE “ W7 I = MEEA R AR 00, R “i8 o inid”
DA S —ANE 5 T S SOR AR R “ ik . ASCHRR DU 25 1) “ L7 7ESCZ i Wk TiE
DAL B AR L 2) W7 IR-F VIR HE i 58 — UOBAR I BON S RAME: 3) BARILEH
IR HEAT B = 0B BBl ia] AL RO A JE 5% F 113% i) (subordinative conjunction); 4) LA“ HL,”
1 = KB E], Wi B ST e BhERA TE VR B B — 2B 1 T

L L E “be going to” 1R FRIVEAITNA, TT 5% Bybee(2002: 154),

OPEN ACCESS 1


http://dx.doi.org/10.12677/ml.2014.21001
http://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml.html
mailto:kevinchan@cuhk.edu.hk
mailto:kevinchan@cuhk.edu.hk

WIS “ W7 BIEEEILR

EE: W DOE:; Bk OGRS TR

1. ¥R ENRIBN B IE]

SO <7 Ty AL b KR e R
—ANNSKIRBEMTTRL” 20 (BESCE) B “ 7 1
FRRESS: <UL, . FUF S HO R, &
. BEUTHT:

Q) KA R, ERdr, LR s (B% 20988)
(2 BRI, Wik (&% 22436)

() THE, RILEA (HZ « B4

(4) —HRRL, =g F« 2R KB
(5) G4lER (A« EATHE)

D~@H “H” K “FEW”, G)E “=MH” L, (4)
fRAE “F WS “4T” B S, BAUHI(1984)E. Bk
(19881, 199911 il F B (1994) VA 44 2 Ak (2007)
Xt SR Za i HIK <07 SEATIE UM, MR B RNE S
AR, FEHER I W WSO H B/ W 5] HT
Ko JaZeif W W7 IR “TEAZ 7 S, BRI “ L
fERh W27 Stk — 0 Ak b ic 4 3h i Bh 3l il .
SH LA °

(6) #HLAAHE, HEEZ, NALERFEEZ
(AT - A30)
() R&EFRAFE, FREEFFHRZKL, LEXRL
£ (EEZR - ZR)

(8) AamIERF (FETF « RuT)

(9) A2 E KT HE  (FHET - i)

o

6), (MHJEET “W” MFeil “IEEZE “f”
BEFKZN THETZY), SOt ERR “I” 5
(D~@)H “W” ANFE, BN “HEE” R EN
HE, mITR CHEE” X W b, EEIFEES)
AR P, B 2, BULRKRIAIL “EE”
SOl W AR B ARC IR B, (1)~(6)H
“WAE IR EIEZ A, B AT RROaiE, Hut

HEYHERE (DUEFIRTI) , JbRt K2 HIR, 2000 41,
AT RVHSEA LA, TR “F N R “aTh 7 SR <
FE 3w, MR AR,

“BiIfI(L), (2)31 AfRERKQ2007)E,

S (FHEPET MY PR “F L,
RTINS RN

& 4)(6)~(9) 5 H 12 EH#(2007).

(PUE R RN

L7 RN AT, R R AL KT
o H)@), OFATET “R” WEEGIIE L)
HEWH, FEM <A T WAL, KR
“ L SARIL B B . T IS A, < L
B AT T AR 1B R i

2. ERHT
21, M

B TR, W BT T IR R R
MABTEREAL A A . S5 T AH) T

(10) =HBEHEAN €, T EADEALN (F &
L CRITAEAR) )

(11) AP EAR, HWRGEHE Ak (F £
B CREM =) )

(12) MW REAR, WLEHIT LA (F X
K CGalreoo) )

(13) JLigAHAAEEAL, B REEA NN (F F
Ew GHI)E) )

(14) MRIGEALRE, B AW (F
o (TR =) )

(15) YL/KVEKFRIEM, AR, TLARK (R 3
JEUE (CEVTAR) )

(16) JH LS —Ff, fl—khE, HAMAR (5 &
M CGRFTR « D) )

(17) WHAS Toki & i s AN I SE 18 BT L
A (E WSS (A )

PLEEALV + (F) + WA, <7 fraRisi
FEAERIAR . BRI, 45RAMER “ 0 HAgfz
WS MBAT A RAFIECE . #), I 7HER 7
CAARB TEATSI, AT LB AT 3h 2 AR
FAT S E . BARDGEHE LBV + 5 + KI5
o AR T 54T 30

(18) «ARNLEAMBIM G (FA# 2005
F¥)
(19) LK AR (f4% B 4R, 2009

1A 248)
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(20) GBI T ARNEF (6 KERW
sk, 2008 46 A 10 H)

(21) BHANEZARRLCEZITIFE (FRWIR,
2008 4 12 A 23 A)

2.2. FKIFETHT

F71(2000)f5 i, “ I CARRMBEILER " B
EE(1984) ML R BUE () “ WL R “HL”, JRRATE
—AREIRRES, R AL IR T AL R
MRS A 1B . BRATASEZR S RN I TR R
R ER AW BARMBEATIIRIRIG, HES
MLBEAR SR BBl 75 5 2 “ AL W LEAT s AT
BEAT . BB A )T

(22) BRAEE, FRUFEE ( (XL« AL
%y )

(23) WH 44k, BAMIEE (B FRHE
JLiFY )

(24) AX XML O R, FZRMALOH ((HEz
Z-F+wE))

(25) R EA, BERILKE (B HFH (B
d ) KN )

(2R KAEM A LR, AFEALFHIEY; (23)
BLE — BN EAFE, AT aY. WANE
WH A IATIRATS: (410 RAREE ST
PTG (25)FR R AE KL R ARKIIA T REFR ZI

— P LA AT GARBC . R IR AR
AT GHAT, AT BRI - RATAA,
CUL AR SCS AT BN SE RO REY), S AR
ARSI (B B )R GBS
RAME . B TAEWR SO TR RAESS, AW 1 H
AT AR & o — A R EVEALIN B Rl . Bybee(2002:
154)FE H, 15T AL S F ARG N BE R AR A )
Y, IRAERGEEME B MSEFRSCERBIF R R, R
WA E: “AW” FHISIRTZET “AH. A&
. AE” O, BR8N (BIEY K (&1 it
TGtk TRRILCW” M AR (181 ) T AL
(35 K)o FHTAE X GABNE A BRI I, 3R
TR AR e, Bhid] “ 0.7 BRI SO 45 RAME
264, A TR TE VI BT R AT .

3. EENRSAM “W”
3.1 W&\

W5 fi 22 (2020) M3 T BLAR LT B 0T 7 75 R R
“UL7 IELEHTE S UGB, Bhin < W kP
CHEW” IR FE B IR A B
JBK AW, B “AEPUEAENEAR”. TT BL ST R
Ao AR “TK= WA IR AT 55
AR B5E, MAZKIEE R 8, filln. <K=
PRGN, R T A BE RN EIE
SREFEKFR, Frela 7l LU “BFLAZINRAE T

Table 1. Examples of the use of Jian as a verb/conjunction

=1 W fEhiAERR AT

HeH)

@l

S+ JL(3hidA) + NP

S1+ WL(GZI) +S2 + VP
[+ WL [+ AT 3]

S1+ WL(G%I) +S2 + VP
[+ WL - 4T 3]

S1+ WL(GZI) +S2 + VP
[E WL [+ 4T 3]

S1+ WL(GZI) +S2 + VP
[ LN -4 3]

LIk = W&,
sk = WAENRAZH, HE T bt
k= WHMAE, BEEIET .

Fik= WARZEHO, BESH— S22 4 RR.

Wik = W FPIAL A, HEERT .
= WAENBRITRIN, LW T .
K= WHRERBEAGEHLH:, SEEH T — R
k= WRHFR T, FMTETIT .
A= WAL DL, BAERTRER T .

THER(22), (248 BMBEATE), 1A(23), (25)10 “H W7 WIS EMSCR @R B RIL” ), AR IR A SR8, SO ERHE.
8JH . “Frequency is not just a result of grammaticalization, it is also a primary contributor to the process, an active force in instigating the

changes that occur in grammaticalization”.
SHIMEFR=EE R AR BT 25K, A7 WA .
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B sk = T BRI BUEEVE B
I MR, ST HHE s AR R A DA
. 4 1%

3.2. {BES

MAESCHIF B, [S+ M.+ NPIRA)UHp “ W7 3
“LW S [S1+ W+ S2+ VPIAIRH “ L IR
A CABRAE A B, R BT X, FRE—FiE S1 K
HIB[S2 + VPII . LLEHTE 1 NP A5 # [1[S2 +
VP], [S2 + VP KM uATE), v LL2& EMEE
ML, NP ML FTREIAY, FRNRE “N”
AarLigh “ W7 MWENELE, [S+ WL+ NPIALASk
L], RHRWIMESEA)F; [S1+ W+ S2 + VP
) AN BRI il A),  AAAE JE TN 5 — AN 5[S2 +
VPIEMBXR R TH]. (B, B SL M “W” 5,
[S2 + VPIEI I AL B ), WL “ W7 Aric g B K &
. W2 2,

XA LB N ST RI[S2 + VPIIIZE14,
W E “ 0 BT R, KRR I HOR
BA—Bshia st Anrn b5 e @lHE (A1),
ANEn BRI E( ¢ TIENS” 4F):

(26) *RIK =Z(RIEE)NAMEAS, ... ...
@ *RIK=ZI(T IF D) AEAS, ... ..

O, RV B R AT HER “ W7 IR AR I A 1 Bl
FATA IRy “ W7 IEE SR FEREAE . 5
“OLBRATRY R T (BRI AN B TR ) S A A
BRI 1R L EAHEFRR,

P % (2010) WL &2 21« DL A M\ J& 1 1A I X RR T
HFMESEA): 1) BEANMEPRR . 2) iE AR
OB N o A B SO T il AR BRI A
(SN o BT L7 ) 2k 3248 A0 S 1 i
Wi N 2 U 3018 N g — 0 SR A S0 o )5 1 Je
Mo W, AR TE P (pragmatic inference), £eid
WG “W BONTEBIGE sy, BRI
W7 R AN AR .

4. WY A
4.1, #RfE

BN T “I” M =IESLE, AR E X
SINTER T FRAEEZAL R R FE e« L™ A8 S ] v
Ao BTN — MBS T AT RA i SURFIER
AR VELIILAH, FlnpGE “ 57 o[+ A
K+ BH+EEIE. AT, BER « 205
FEABFHIERE LR, A — N8 S e T B
A CART AT R Z 5 T8 SCRHES A BT AR TR
KA IES “+7 K R SOy S “=7 #ilan
1A 1k 3 be going to JE {8 EiEFHAT “4TE" togo I
E, WOk F RS2 [+ A AR SRR RTIR . H
be going to ALK Kb fE, FiBEMEAZ[+H 4
] HIFRH] . Utk “The school is going to be crashed”.
INNEEA) . WEURUL, 18 R+ ARk [—F
Gk

TRATHE W S FREE T RES
RN 3.

AT BT,

Table 2. The syntactic restriction on Jian as a conjunction

2 A R B9RERE

el J5 A

S1+ JlL +S2+VP

[+ A SR [+ 54T 3] RS RTREAL,
S1+ WL +S2+VP

[+ WM SR [ 5247 30]

S1+ WL +S2+VP
[ W [+ L3 7751
S1+ I, +S2+VP Bk = WXFRE T,
[ LBV 17 30

Wl = WA BATVEI,

Lk = WASRZELIMH,
Wk = WA A,
k= WAEDUBAHEITRA,
WK = WFRERAEA R,

sk = WRAWERA LI

kIR g:A) BBk SLAT “ 7

----- *Rik= WENRANZIR VU BEA R
IR RAAE H#EAZ.

---- *lk = WA RZEIA SRZEMA .

----- AR WA 4 WA T A

------ K= AR RE TR U BREFTR

------ *RIKZ WHEERREA SR FEERIR AR
ik = WX T XERET .

------ *ak = XA A A B EAWRA L Tt

CHARBGER B, B W IEENERRN T, RIS UE U R SCEUBER, DB B RBONEBIN. AT 08

i, A5 AGHIRAE R “ " 4],
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Table 3. The semantic analysis of Jian

®3 W HENSR

B HME B E3) RS
“HER XA+ + + +
BeahkFid - + - *
G5 RAME - - + *
MR - + + *

DRI 17 0 LSRR (B ahinl " [+
BUEL B “UF” RWED): [SMERIBRT A
LSRN, SRR (A <
SSMERIB. B <477 RAMERMD: (3]
AT 0 R AR B (LA 4T R L 3]
B B R-EA): [T AR (i R 1
G RS BAE ) TP SRR (BINB ] 5" R [+7- 9% ]
B “AT” R R R

CERPAE S VAT YL ST
AR LR, TIEEFDRIER “ " 102
IETTEZ SAERI, AL 22 SARCARN W B4
PUSEAT IS R . BRIE L7 I RS
(BH(6): “HUMLAELE” ), BRI
Fo (R SR A SERE SR, IR
PR AT I R WIS S T o L. 46
SN " SR RAT 4 R G 1 25 3 e

B INREAT), MENEA—E ERALTE A 5% o & i WL

=13

FEAE X ESEE “W MEE, B R —E R
1745

4.2. B STHERMR

ARAEXT W7 HEAT I SCorpris, BRATTAT A
5 H—ME S e E A R AL
BB 1E SCEA, i SCRFEI D o R A )
S E I, FEERAE R s S AR, W
AL, 1 SURHIE SR> . X — S B RATEM
(reconstruct)iBVEAL I AR . “ W7 Foe i =4
WeBARIc IThRE, T REWIRT = A 45 R AME D gE, 2
T IS AT A B — S &SR],y Tk g ) A4
BRI, RATATREZ R “ W7 FEE AR A2
[BhiEl > #eahbrid > Z5RAME > MJBIEI], (HFL
AR . IS SCo i T R AT DI R 2R Bl AR “ L

\5

(LY

FEY S SCHFAE AL+ SME R 30, 8GN L7

OPEN ACCESS

WE[-AME R+ EBN], R UL B AR T 2L B As
RAME, AT LAFRARAME RN — DU AR L, (R
RN A[ B3N] — Tl AR IE . [FIFE, MR 1« L
FETE SCRFE[SMERIEIFI[E 0] B 9 IEE, S h 3bs
TGS RN DL 7 7538 BN R 32 18] ) AT REIE AN K
REBINEEERAE, FRBEARC. 45 RAMEFM
JEIER B i BhiE W HEEEREA T A, R 2
[FiEVEAL” (polygrammaticalization) [ H % .

B AT MV IR 5 — Fh T R A 2 HE R B R 1R S R
NITBAFEE o L5008 & FFR K R o B 2551,
I FLXT 25181 S (0 R AR B2 A AR T g PRI EN G, 3 G A
AR EERE AR . HE E ISR AR
UEET R, WO A KRB A B 5 L. 18 LT
AT ex — o). DA “ 0 Rl ik
TR, A SOZAR X B R FIAME A R . SRl
WKW, RE SR NIARDGE T “ 07 1A
o TR T g A2 AN (HR) ol DO B Sl ] RN 1) Th RE AR
TMioke (R, FEidiE U tmERATTAT LUE 21 A 8 iR
(0 L7 PE TR SCRFAE -8 Bh AN I FAME 1)« WL SETE:
HEPUANE SCRHETT 5, MBI« W7 H =1E— 11,
NN ERAAME R “ 07 WA IER f. 4R, b
FEHROEFUA M H FEA TR, (ALE[SMERIBEIA[F
I, WEEER “ W SR IEE, mAMEmE)
Bl I W o AR A . AR, BhEhiEAME > M
e 3 1A — T LRSS o X — W AU R AE 2R (2010) 2 Y
MARET: R > MJEEEREN S, OGS “0”
FEACRERE L BB < IL” FIFEIE ) seeing that A1
ARSCRFHTE b, SRt 7 — A2 i s LA S 1HIE
X

5. B4

R W e ZRi BIEIEAR I = AMEVE L R AE
1M,

O R X TR BN, BB, (RS
S SO I ] OB T I I X, FRMTIE AL
i AP ICHE SIS I BB, X — W S AR R 2
REmih. RATEYI I “ W7 3475 IR IIETL
BN S FRAME . B TEUR, W FFIRIEAT S =
UAEEAL, SR R B R 1 5 R JE . AR SO 3

IR EAMESAL BAR A U S R R, RO TE R R
LIPS ig N




WIS “ W7 BIEEEILR

F--»| s

! wnbrit |

> | SRAME

M ]

Figure 1. The grammaticalization path of Jian

& 1.

L BEibRiG, S5 RAMEM MR IE R “ W BT
AT, BABIE “15 XMk A Bh3RA TR 1 L)
REACTERE, T B ARE DI REREAT 2 WL L, I n
HATRIFAC R AR A HERR 1

SR, B S MTIR T AERRAE LUV LR R
FONFACE, ln. 3 SCRHMEZAT A0 B, (BAF 43
HAREEA RBAR? AL, BAMELEE XD
BRI AL it 2, #F EL2BRT TR
Beo [, B SCRMIER) A ARA — 2 Blin AT
FIAMERIE], Aoz E R HIDE ] [[RZ]5%54
HIB. SAHA—, shZgi—riE, BFTEN SR RELL
HMZ%, #ATHE. X RG 2k, AE
“CUE IR BEXTTEIRAL IR TS S W] B B

Bt

EH TR G A IR X (h EAE 2R
BE) SRR BB (EBREORE) &L (BUGE S %)
W 2 R NSRS, ARSI

“B” IEREE
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