Modern Linguistics JLAUEF 22, 2018, 6(1), 113-123 Hans X
Published Online February 2018 in Hans. http://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2018.61013

A Brief Note on the Methodological Issues in
Investigating Sign Language Basic
Constituent Orders

SZE Yim Binh Felix

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong
Email: felix_cslds@cuhk.edu.hk

Received: Feb. 10", 2018; accepted: Feb. 21%, 2018; published: Feb. 28", 2018

Abstract

This paper discusses several methodological issues in studying basic constituent order in sign
languages. In spoken language literature, there are three possible strategies in finding out the ba-
sic constituent order of a language: 1) assuming that the basic order is represented by the simple
declarative clauses with no complex verbs or noun phrases; 2) assuming that the basic order is the
least pragmatically marked order which presupposes the least discourse information; and 3) as-
suming that the basic order is statistically the most frequent order in transitive clauses with an
overt subject, an overt object and a verb. We point out that the third method is most suitable for
sign language research. Sign languages are visual-spatial languages. Surface word order may be
affected by verbal morphology, use of space and role shifts. Previous studies also suggest that the
semantic reversibility of the subject and object referents may also be a possible factor. Sign lan-
guage researchers need to take all these factors into consideration when designing picture elicita-
tion tasks and analyzing free conversation data.
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HE

AR FEBABEFHOT AT . EFFES XY, RHBRBFF =A% 1) REERERD
BERRREIRNETFENEREF; 2) BEEKEFRIREERINAMEZ T E S ERE);
3) AR B FEIEMRENRIBREARE REERF, e AEARERF, A3 HE=MITERE
RATFiE. FEAMMEZERIES, EALIHARS. ZEEH LA CEREHSEMREIERF, 34t
HAEH T H EERIERRN RIER LREXESRIERT, SN RERT B E T E LR
B B S R R L S R I R R .

Xiin
FIREXEF, —BORRIH, ZWZH, Akl
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1. 5|

FEBH A NANTERGTEE, 2L HEIRALE, BilfERFR CESEHR, #ilFis
NANKERET W —F, RESIES FEEERNIEERGSN, BEEIESSEPILEL]. FIEFTE
ELN B RS, B 3 5 B AR ARSI, A KRB R 2 FiE X HE HEHE M
BB EEME, 45, A, REMME) FER T AD BB EILR I E BT, BEHXT
FIEHFAREE LY . S FEREE, NHEEAER, RARTFENEE K, TEUHENTF
BANEATE RN T W2 TR, FIEEAE P I, GENIE PR 22 BRI (0 i 5
HAEAFESIEFPF AL —AEE R, REAEFRIVEFIRIRA, Flin SVO KIES (-
WELE) 9 17 41 FH 7T B /-7 (preposition), A% SOV B S (. H1E) %18 J5 B /13 (postposition), ixX L&/
RN e, HEE K EA IS P AR, HFERAE S RNIES, e B R RS 2
X R A AR NER T AT 8 U8

AR B FAEREAE T, MIZMTNFIE? BATAT LB B2 A A8 5 B S P 7705 2
W90 I A2 75 2225 R TR AL A0 B AV RE R S 2 AR SO DL FAE, W 25 R B EN e MEIIE F1E )
T, TR IR IX SR P AL . AR SC AR EERUT :

TN G T SCRR AT P10 8 SCRIBIE TS 71

AT (3) ISR AE AN E TEE SR TR 15

B (ARG RER AT B RO S TE R 5 R A S I

FEA(5) 4.

2. XRTEFEBEFHAFIES CH

B ARG, 2RI —AME W% ) (simple transitive clause) B, Fi&. FABIRNFEMIRT
EAFEIE ST, BT X 1EEK £ (grammatical relation) ) B2 —[2], =EZ, HUIESFELILE
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B R B (A B R e BT TR 2 R B IR R I, JOEMMUERER —RMIES, HILFE
A BRI AIE 7 o 3 AN FE LI X 43 75 192 3l i — 800G & (verb agreement) 1 4 i 4% 457 b & (nominal
case markings), KM EPFIERA A IES, HITXEFRRBECD, 387 A R,

PRI AR RO E S OCHR, R AR R =R OTIE[3]: SRR R E ) s E S e
i B TR 0 A) FAE NS AE P FRE, Pullum [41IAR, X 2KiE LA F RSfEm st iRA
T AL A s B MV R RE B R ARER PR TE Y (neutral order) ) A A AR B2 2% Bl 1] F1 44 6]
SERI TR B B BRG] [5] [6]: B8 =Py iR 4k Hh R B M 2 v (Gl il 3 ) AN S (Il N 2 3
(1 K i o ) e i WL R T, DASG S N BEARE T, R A A A i LI [ 7]

Mithun [3TIAKEE —Fl 5 AN TG, R R R 2 o IR T A e ot R A e A 7, AR
W 3 ) /RS R RIS Ol BRATIAE Mithun BOERSE, Il N R 52 &4% 08 Pullum (150, 70
2 BRVER B G IR EHE R S 2 4k, BORTEXTIETE R, X RR T K2 R, Eea
AT Sl R AR, F52 BB H AT RIS E F IR R XA 7. A4h, BATAAE
FOTEANTE T T35 « 46 K50 70 CANEAE 1) T 5 8 2 JE A=F & (morphologically rich) (175 5, Ashia ),
FELR [ o BT TFAE B 43 9 = 2K8([8], 4G —E0Kk &3 (agreement verbs). 7 [ 3] i (spatial verbs)Fl{&j 5.
Zlyil (plain verbs), —FO¢ R FN2 (8] 3017 23 51 0 T AFR—305% R (person agreement) FlAL B [ K5 15 R
(locative affixes). {7 1 >k H EJE (AENIA T8, A7 7 25 (8 Shia [ §i &R — 80 [ 3hin e s &1, [
BOEVES TN RAMSIEBIER: FREMN PSR RFRR AR5 RR—XUE, PfEiE
BENIRFERZNE, FENBEMAT A BT, ELRNBRRR L), RN L& mERTTT
ER, T FEMNPLIAET, SKEMME 6, B0 T L ZE R B AR ER SRS [EREE I B ZshE
TR T et (7)) 2 BB AR 5, @S = ARR, TR AR SR A2 i, RosfiRA
T ALz [ 2 S ) B (A R B FE T 20— 8, A ALE) It (role shift), 21 Mt R 55 7 45,
ATLA TN — AR —BO &R, MAGRIRE, Seiid, ERBEZENEE LRI IR XA
FiBshmEME R, Lhr FAE T Z2MER, APSEGE R, SMEN. RUNZEIEREH, B
FFBEBEZHADR o, W HFBAETARFE S Fik, mHEEARE T E R A EEE
BRI, A AR O A B R 2, 15 (0 2 SME DSR4 ) LS L

Bl 1. A—ANLxmui s EE, FUA— NN EE .

E/e TR E FROE) H% E M

X EPIANTIE, 9 = A AR PP 52 B AR 7 (75 B B v 7] BT RN BCA 5
FBESCMATE 7 I R B A AR AT B, PSRV B0 2R B, SRR AR S B S A2, AR,
WSS, X RS F IR ANk R AR MBI 0 E i, XA TR D B B
FURUEA HE . B TOREACBA L, TR TR, DA R WP .
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3. FBRBFXELMERRANT
3.1 BRHMXEFEMR

AL EERFFIES, PISGE. I IERMMAESE, AF AR R B0 D kg R E, JEER
FE TR AR R B 1 K, A ERR 2 (118 R RN T KR PR PR, NIE T
WS AT R AE R, FABHE TR DA EOR, ER ARG IRR B, R0 SR T WO R
PIHE RIS BORE Y B SE R S5 [ T EE I A /S Fisher [10] [11], fécih BR 55 £ A\ B R A 075
KSR, SEETIE K YEA /N (transitive clause) & Fe, Bk T 115 M G TS FRON SAEE & _ERES X
We Bl “BEEELZ” X4, WREEIEMEIEGE, B8 “LBEEREZ” , 2B DR TH
g, BB LR CATRAHR” o AR, R Bz TR TRy SRR T BT, EEEL
TRBHEELEASRAEN, EE LR “AfeXHA” o Fisher $#2H, 18R _EFE SIESRHOT R A6 1))
T, TEEMIE TR X BRI R, IS P LB 2 SVO, XMREAET . EE EAREXT A A
T BT REERCR, FTULHE I SOV, OSV. OVS %45, Liddell [12][F) & 3 EH Fi& 1A HE 74 SVO,
Aih i R Al 2 ) 25 N AR A RIIEYS, AR FTEIER LR iBM BT RAREXT I AT 4B BE L SOV
FFCRKIE, RAURREZERTDAN T2 BEZ R 2 T, f) 74 2272 SOV. Liddell 11172
“PIE PUT-PIE-INTO-OVEN” , il f, JATEUHZE I B = R F1E6) 7 A1

Bl 2: BHETTK b

EEUN I I

%l 2 BB T2 SOV, AEITIEMER HILE A BB I]H . U5 0T 1A 50 Sk — e
IXRIAE B P AR AR R R T 0 M N b & (Classifier), JBRGEIE R, FERE. 78S HAD S
RSBHELEGRONEE . FEFRHERB AT, 75240 a7 m i e HAaFREE 2 M),
X ) Tl 2 R =Bl 4 .

Friedman [13]#2H R 1 Fisher A1 Liddell #SRANF BN AL, Mo A 7 — 2836 H FiE ) B AR 5500
(natural discourse data), WLEEE T EA Y HEK, W 3R HIRER R, RN EUEH LR
TR EERR: (—) FEASASTTE: (Z) SEBIINTIR: (=) 18— RWEanErEEs 5 R
PR =ANN]), e NIRRT e, A FiEFNA . Friedman BI5—F155 S E R 1 FHEINGA T8 R5)
W —BOC R G, 5= AU SRR SR, RAIUESFIERH—T, 6 3 REENE
S LEITHE, Hisa)FEAR “BEEE L& -

AR SR TR NN AL, KT R TERT AN, Al R A RS S @ ASE SR R AR
FEHRESESF I, BE WS H[9].
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Figure 1. A boy is scolding a girl
1. BRESELZ

Bl 3: BEAED LK ZIEEATL, BB, h5ih).

L t% W g R Wi FREEEIIN) k]

7 3 AT IEZENA T =AM Wi — 4 LAl %, B2 BEE A, BUEA
DA (), fERRBM—f), R EEMBhE, BARMEREE S BFEEREANMOER, Rk
P B AR T o

AR TR E T EAL Y, —A2 B AR RERYE? TATA N, X5 BIEs
ST — SO Y TR A5 B R ) R

Fischer #I Liddell [FI# ELEMIMZE N, fBAT0 SOV iz A AR A, GPAAREt. —, AR
MR RS RE S W FEREY: =, XAISRNANZERIER. Fischer M Liddell %4 2 /i
] 7 2 ANAMATIE S 5. FL EFART SRS E b S Fin A >, 2S5,
AT IMEE N AT AR, KEAHALSE NRZ AL TR, BEEAEEEANERET
JEA AL TR, PG TN S, SEEEMTIERRAEE; 54h, £ Fischer A Liddell
BEATHRFURIARAR, FARED MBI R AR R 2 A, 8 AR 2 AR D Bt I 28 A R A2 Pl 1 o 2 3 238,
o 75 VE B R (3 S AR R R T AT e, PR AR AE T AR . WA FIEIMEN, ]
MFIE AR IS A T B R E SR . S 1R, BN FIEF AR ZEIETEARE. Ab
FAFIEREANRMETFEIER, AR E KB X AR R 5 IR REN, LR ES, 7
WIS g pAmt . ENERIHENEM H AT, XRFANEE D, FEFR [E A L2 A 21 1) (James
Woodward #A NAiH); A, FEREE. HAMBR 2R, AP - IaBREANNRFE, X4
M AR IR 2 HUR T BB A K WRE T S, |AME FEILHLSBOR: R, #AE
TEIWLZ BN - AW TEN D3 225 R X T A SRR, 78 AR 2 5 B A 2 08 ARk

2 [Shien] AT —ARE “N” WERETFE GBIRMEREMN , 48 THEDEML LN —MIE.
8] IAMFHAS T ORI H TIEEE GREMD , EEAWERDEE (8] 8T 80K,
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A RE G B = A R TR E A A FBEEKRE, iR 27 . Fischer £ Liddell
EHRFEMSLIERA], Friedman FMERRERESM.. G FXWERRE, WEELSRNEH REmE
PR 22 5, EEEW T CRS A TS . SEETFIER P - ANREEIEE, BT R
()3 % (referent tracking), #T 18 ALES T A0B BIFEFRNT SN, W] DAFE AT 98 2 £ 25 [A]  — NI b Ar
MYk SRR K A — AR R, BT IR E R R4 —BOCRIE ., A ORISR S SRR —A
P, BRI 2 N FIWE PR G i, AT & B TFE N3 —T .

Bl 4: JLFARMRE, Wid e A, ARERSE T .

LT (1) TR EZ

i (1) 5 (1) ES

FEB 4, ITFEOANBDLTYE, H T HRA)HESRS GO THEAD, B _AR[E]R - HBOR
Zhial, RXEILTIMEITR, SR 7T ZEERLILT, AT hEANIEERREE, F=rREiEZR
HaA[E(f)], EIERE], AN, RIE LTk AL ER AR T Bfifi, EREN =
A, BRI TFIEEE TILTAERIRE . XLEHE ARRE BRI R LETB. —&
PAE, FEAR0 RAE e 2 b A for i B S (R R RO ), il A L2 DL — MR g I AL R, MR
R A7, BRI A —E 2 MBI, E3CH A E S KSORIEUE 2485d, 15— X HEER R
FI R —AFBL A5 5 R B REa M AR AR IS E X 0 T B 8 R B R 5, R
i, Friedman AR EFAE X D EERRA AR TBL BULERFZEE K. &iETE A R
Ble AEFRATRITE /N2 T35 B i, 3e43 283 A)iE M SVO i 39 4] SOV #J1, [HIt#ik b
SVO & Z 4, W UL R A&l IR RIS ATE Fr, (HAEIE H A RIS 00 T (514052 — B Rahial A i ),
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SOV thif & ik, #l5 M 7 —BORRSNFE B, shiArAEos 7R BEHEE, TR SOV.
#15: Wi hEE.

Ly EE Bl

FATME, Friedman 3 %3¢ [F 15 B AR &= 08P EE B, 3hiA 2 MBERRAE, 1 3y
A s, IEIE R R 1A ls a2 mis e L 5 .

3.2. RAEBFENEFAR

FREREEETFIEG A T - E PSR TEE TR R, Hd Fischer 32 H 1) 3218 B R R
FRES M, T A HoAh FAERE SR A E A Volterra et al. [14]42 55 —ANF B 7 5 19 5 .38 HH &%
Yiahia /NaE 7 IR FG, ARATTTE T = 2R B, SR ORI T8 WAl R IE (—) FAE B R PR R
W) T-(] . BIZIHIE FKOK): () BB FABFE RN RAGE BRI A T-(1]: BEAERZ — AL FI(Z)
AERTPERI )T (B — RAARZER T L)% Volterra et al. #7538, G B S FHEAD FABERIEFHT T,
filan:

o IifEF1E[15]

o fiEFiE[16] [17]

o FIREMILETFIE[18]

o FHHETIE[19]

o fRETFIE[20]

o RINTFIE. BIRZEFIBAM 2 METFIER21)

KA b, T8 ZIETRFRRE T X I R4 T 18 (9 a0 SRR T 15 F i 22 A8 98 A BON I B 152, i
TICERA X T AT, BATASHE—DVER, 358 1T DLS 2% 1K Le R L1 Ji SCER Leeson & Saeed [22]
X RSCHR B H0R . FRAE AR TR 1), 2RI B4 48 2 il 4] 7 BB 1 T

AR AR IR AT T F R PR A E R I BN . BT EA R FEA BRI AR, R
R NCAE TR B )N R TERIA R, AL BT PR AS B AR ) 0 -

1) AT AENGRBRMITHTE, @EEREN2E A RS E AP R ARERRRILS, it

AT E . RO ESCE .
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BT LB SRR E X T Tl Hl T FERSFEFRA TR, 2NA AR T & REE 21
B sk 2 RE B 7 AR I A T R B AR A, SRS BRI BERTE B 70 A A 7

2) FARRMBERIES, ENMEEREY NENE R R4, K REE R e Eny, AT
BESIN EALERANT, BN RE S 2 HE NEDARE, BRSSO E P ZRIEN &)
A FR AU LA, FREE B B3 ATE T o

PATEBVCEL T R I b A BB R, BE LRSI, AERCRHLE I FA L A=
B BIEE, Bl EIE R I NG, 8 S A ZE AR v o 1R AT BT AT BLLE A Sk
R Fr, AR A TR AR A R

Ji5h, ESCRRE, fERETIE B ARR EHEN SR R EA TR ) LA)[18], XA LE K
FFS S B, A FIA SR A Volterra et al. [14]77E M IR I & EBRAINAK S, XA
DGR TFEA A FREER R BATRALIEAT TSR % T2k, phradFiE. HEERF
BN TR ATER, BADTARW TR ML, RIE 18 IRFEFRANEEXT AN 12 Eaexs M i i, 455R
A KBNS - ENAIEAMBOE R B E B, &)e A4 1R &, FEEREE. 5%
RSN FINAE R — A L, XAEOE A TIR I, & 15 T = FIRERRN 24
RiIETTAHHH

DRI, AR 0 0 1 S 56 K 5 2 R A AR ST R B S AT P 4R (i AR . SRAT Btk
i RSP M iR S RN R oV VACE /o G YN ol w8 i 7 Rl TR STE ATl - Savciof ¢ S R G 52 P A
FEIXFP I TT M HARTFIE R WE, WRZEERED, Al PRFEREAEM, S5, &
IR G QR IR B IS5 0L, BTN 53 AT ASCCSE 2 FEAR (Bl a0 22 3 LI 32 N 2 5520, sl DA
AT B cdlE (81 e X ) b A2 SRR B HO A2

4. BEMSTEBAMNERTEIENER

H TR A R S ETE R, AR TG SR A R SR, & 2N 2 5%,
FEA AR (RIBE AR ) BRI 2% (B an 40 ) #RAS e BRAR ke £, AT # A L B A VGRT R0, 52
WX RN BIRR L, Ja 3 BOA AT X J5 A FIIE R, S5 Rk LA E A BF T . W RETE FE N 5
200 2 HARE AALREA M R 2 T O BRI T S R RN AR AR, BOX I AT 5 R R BRI,
el o 138 HH AEAE B0 7 T R AR R I T

ESCRR R, B —BOR RN QAL AT AT RERC IR, DR LA A T 1 A I 23T RO
SETCER BB MTA BT R DMEAD FAERT SR SO T B R A 7 AR P AR BE 7 224k -

B2 T B, 153 TS, PR B AR R R RIS 5 E M T AR IR, ARG
MRS . S RIEsh, MLWBIU2 BEEZWEAN), JCHE—BORR M A ORIl FATEW
WUERESF A VER], W] LA RS B DY 0, SE PSSR P NP Ta], B8k 36 2 5 4 I 1 T (14
4) 2 J5 P U P REAR (R 22 45 5 AR — i (P 5).

Table 1. The number of multi-clausal representations in the three sign languages in the picture elicitation task

=1L ZIAFEERESFSIRRASZAREAGANEER

12 W FAR At 1 1y Il i 18 IEFEFRAS FEXT A 1) P i
(A FiE3t 48 f1)) (HAFiEHL 72 7))
Wi 2R FiE 3 (6.3%) 0 (0%)
Ak FiE 18 (37.5%) 6 (8.3%)
BTG 42 (87.5%) 42 (58.3%)
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Figure 2. One camera for conversation data
2. —EBERRHIATISE

Figure 3. Two cameras for conversation data
3. FIRBERSRHIAEIE

Figure 4. Two cameras for conversation data
4. FIEMBRAIAEIE
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Figure 5. The image of conversation after merging two recordings

5 EEAHERXIE

AHEE BT 5 S, 0T O T R R TR J AR IRRIRES, (H E XA Lol e R,
G EyE & . Johnston et al. [21] €4t A1 A0 B 7T SC 3 44 4 “ Real Data are Messy’: Considering
Cross-linguistic Analysis of Constituent Ordering in Auslan, VGT, and ISL” , Fl& /2 %8 & /1 B 5 S E 5
(R L AR o =L, (ESERR G HOE A4 LS LA R A i 2 A e, W9 50 75 A — 28 Th R i
B, RO H o -

HTADFEH LKA BIERIE S, MR G H € 0 EIEM G AR 17, BRI, —
FOR R B O S A R TEE TR RN KGR, PRk T B FEEE RN
B, O, ERETREIEWRRsE . EIEMEEE RN FNEAZ . BATFT P HBN 1& ST
X, R 362 X RMAIT, FAME—/NNRHEIIA FIEF 40 8 p i B 22 R FE S R RS
68 f) A1 31 f). WIRHE XKD, W MEEFMEER, AISSEUMIAE 2. ZiRiA g, G20
PN I % —, AT RAT IO NFRTGR, itk nomt £ =, R EORE d AR SRR A FF
VEE, BN A A A A R ) SV, AR SE A E 1 BT S AL FT I P, R
1) VO AL, HAEEMNSCHE SVO M E:EE . 2T OV AT, A rfAgR SOV Al xUHTBERE T,
W AT BB e AR A I E R WV, W0 FA% T A B A B 0 R 4 A Al (B i 2 R IR ), AR eT

Fgh, BHEMERTHIAZI EMESTER, B 7TAAES B HIEE. Dush, FEHE
WHEANDIREARH M ET SN, HIEEEBFIES, AHAEER SOSV. SOVO. SVOSV 445, At
TEHERNRE, MFIRETEIEREL M 26 KA E[23], &R SVOS. SOVS. VOS. SVOVS, OVS
LN, BAE A FEIRE R IRBX RGN, FHECRAX REE MM T REI T A D@, B
RAE T FELIEAT, H S H KR,

5. B&

ARG TS T AT IE AR 7L, FERMEMSEES, WHESER, XEH
FHEA NS TG, AT B0 S S 8T AR 72— AN B B EE B .
BTAVEU, WRRAER LI AN RN, TEEER—BOCRIE ., FEE. BhrE. e
RN, ERTREMIIE DL N RN FE MR, T RaE 2R, SR TS I 45 10 BR IR
T L SIS R 1 V0L
oW

AW i A T ST B B R % B (Basic Word Order in Asian Sign Languages: A Cross-Linguistic Pers-
pective, 450113), A N7E MBI P AT ST UL TERL I 2 AN P BT 5 10 8 B A 7
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