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Abstract

One of the chief grammatical features of Wen-yen discourses is a very strict and clear
Theme-Rheme structure, so the chief aim of this paper is to show that Theme-Rheme Progression
theory is absolutely suitable for describing the structure of Wen-yen discourse. Segmentation
analysis consists of two stages. The first stage of the actual segmentation of any discourse is to find
theme (topic) or rheme of each sentence forming the discourse. To achieve this aim we can use
analytic hierarchy process or can rely on formal markers such as function words standing be-
tween theme and rheme. The second stage of the analysis is to find out what Theme-Rheme Pro-
gression is suitable for our discourse. While describing the structure of Wen-yen discourse in this
paper, we used eight types of Theme-Rheme Progression, namely: parallel pattern, parallel pat-
tern with two alternate themes, parallel pattern with constant theme, the pattern with the omis-
sion of rheme, parallel pattern with constant rheme, intersecting pattern, chain pattern and mixed
pattern. Parallel pattern is basic. All other patterns can be treated as parallel pattern’s modifica-
tions. Chain pattern also got out of parallel pattern. This paper studies such types of lexical cohe-
sion as lexical repetition, ellipsis and pronominal anaphora. This paper also offers the application
of Theme-Rheme Progression theory to semantic analysis of Wen-yen discourse. The actual seg-
mentation lets us find out all character’s weight and build their hierarchy. It also lets us find out
semantic connections and logical relations between various parts of Wen-yen discourse. In this
regard the application of Theme-Rheme Progression theory lets us understand the meaning of
Wen-yen discourse more precisely and make more accurate translation of it.
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Figure 1. The extraction of theme in Wen-yen sen-
tence. Example 1
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Figure 2. The extraction of theme in Wen-yen sen-
tence. Example 2
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Table 1. Classification of Theme-Rheme Progressive Patterns
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