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Abstract

The paper analyzes the modal adverbs “Fenming” and “Mingming” from the perspective of the
pragmatic function, and it tries to reveal the pragmatic characteristics of them. What's more, it ex-
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plores the differences of subjectivity between them from the aspects of pragmatic expression,
pragmatic reasoning and presupposition. “Fenming” can be used alone for a single sentence, em-
phasizing the subjective confirmation and judgment of the speaker. Both “Fenming” and “Mingm-
ing” are distributed in the transition sentence. The former emphasizes that affirming or confirm-
ing the objective situation or information known to the speaker is inconsistent with the subjective
judgment of the speaker, with a rebuttal tone. And the latter focuses on emphasizing that objective
facts known to the speaker or known by the speaker and the listener deviate from expectations
and includes a rebuttal tone. “Mingming” is mostly used in spoken language, but “Fenming” is used
in written language, and to some certain extent, the expressive flexibility of “Mingming” reflects its
more expressive subjective attitude. Both of them belong to reasoning of reasonable induction.
“Fenming” focuses on reasoning, while “Mingming” reverse inference. And the two in the com-
pound sentence with presupposition bias reverse presupposition, which often deviates from ob-
jective facts or expected results. The difference between the two lies in the presupposition that
“Fenming” implied more than “Mingming”, but the presupposition of “Mingming” is more appar-
ent.
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