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Abstract

As typical topic shifters, “by the way” and “duile” are usually translated into each other and they
are very similar in pragmatic function textual function. However, nobody has noticed this linguis-
tic phenomenon so far and there is a lack of comparative study between them. Through cross lan-
guage comparison, we aimed to find out the similarities and differences between the two in terms
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of pragmatic textual function. In our research, we find that their similarities are: in interpersonal
communication, both of them have the function of prompt and concession politeness, and both of
them have the function of supplementing new information in discourse; in discourse organization,
both of them can be used to open, transfer and extend topics. The differences are: in interpersonal
function, by the way is seldom used to identity activation; in discourse organization, “duile” is
rarely used to end a topic.
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1. 51§

TR, B AN BB PR IC AT 70 B2 (W0 Schiffrin: 1987; Jiff: 20005 #EF575: 2007; EHEH:
2010 45). TEPLEH, “X T 7 fE G bR e, B PR R E B #k: 2007 [1]; EIP: 2013 [2];
B2 2017 [3]55). JEIEH, by the way VE N B (Mittwoch: 2002 [4]), &K EAHA
FE AL BRI BE fR 5 TE ARC (Pons, Estelles [5]: 2009; Traugott: 2020 [6]), X 7873 15 B — & 7£ ThAg A% BAH AL,
BrAEfgEd, W R e .

FAE B @B PEPAT IR R E TR R, K by the way BIPEDY “XF 17 HIHBIR & HAR AR
1 (Table 1)Ji75:

Table 1. Translation of by the way in self built corpus
1. BEERES by the way INEHEIER

T Xof 1 i} FEE
HILREL(L E) LR E(5 B HILRE(5 EE) HELH(5 EL)
28 (71.795%) 2(5.13%) 1 (2.565%) 8 (20.51%)

1E HEFETATERESF, by the way —3LHB 39 B, H. 39 B4 AEEIEC. HF by the way
ATDARHBER “XF 77 L xtng” o “ainT, AR DB OREHEERIE L. (HERIRUE, BN X T 1
teft s, 71.795%. X UEBH ZFAEE UMD Re EARBABAMERIE, K =3 34T LRt S AN B R
W2 e, HEAPERIERZ NI —EFUR KIS L. ST, ACHEdEsES R, Waims
Frid “XF T 7 Fl by the way 7E 15 DhRE L RIARRIE, VA0 EAT7EEH DhRE b i3 R4 AR .

2. ABRINBEELEE
2.1. BRINAE

TEEARICIE bR U 16 A JCE A B AR — R F Bt (Verschueren: 1999) [7].  “XF T 7 {E AWK IBIRICIE,
AL AT LSO N FI GBI &R “XE T Al by the way iz R SCh, #REA FEREXT 5 FIEERE 2 & 7
HER, Ja& FERDNTLIE N FIREEE .
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2.1.1. REEXS
FVEBH(2012) [8]. EIN(2012) [2]. BEZHI(2017) [315#0 R F2 3 “ X 1”7 HATHEEEX 7 (/E S . B

(D) &, 37, RHAELAEHEAG A, KRETUAEKREMEZT LR, (1994 FIRFIHL)

BB, T BAERGINIEAER, RE T OQERTHMG . HATRE T by the way 12/
X7 I

(2) Boy, can that guy go on and on. Tangent after tangent. By the way, turned me on to the greatest thing-wedge sal-
ad-you gotta try it. (American TV series Modern Family)

(3) Hey, by the way notice anything different about me? (American TV series Modern Family)

LI, by the way i YR AESREEN /7. H1(2)FREEXS i wedge salad, BI(G)FEEEX 1R
“anything different about me”

KEKEL B (Relevance Theory) I\ N AZREE K, M2sIAR, Kk AN5521E N2 18 11615 A2 brid
FESEBR_E & —AN B 7Rn—HE 2 (ostension-inference)id #2, K1k NiB I8 5 RIAXE BT IR, 215 Nk
I B B R BB LI AT N ENAEERE . fETE B AP, XU #05 B— 58 A EN L R U7 22 bR 4, A
T R J6 28 B XU O LR B8 (3 7K. 2002) [9]. “X T 7 Al by the way FOAE &2 6 N 55216 NN
1 A BR NGR4T 448 0077 Lo B BE 5 FR A, AE B )2 1 B, 32— M ORI 5 T B 41(2) 1 by the way
SRS NIHR R, SR SZ 15 NV wedge salad, IR, wedge salad 2 E XU LA E, by the way
(A8 5 145 wedge salad BN RUT RGN £ BIG)H, SIS ASREEXN iE R H O 8 LR, Akx 7
FARFEZEBUE NS KA A, H by the way I H I, 17K B anything different BA 1 X7 PR
HHEE, XRUIHENEYIRN T —FhFB, WA 2 Tk 77 R R ILX MAS [5] T 3 BOR 7 i file 55
R, B oy IUAS I = B A B s R

2.1.2. REHD
PR E ] X 77 RIRAC, Fon CRBEEILSE” , SR ANKIEEMAT . Flin:

@) LRI, REWT —2IUG, AR AERAIN: AT, KBLENEBR. 7 —FF, KRLRARA
BRTFEL. (1993 F14F R HH)

(5) “BiFFT, KBHLER? 7 HXFEFRT, FARFLET. TRAMELILFET —L5F, d8 X,
B FE—RF, 2, AT, BT TFTHEETHETF. 7 (1998 4F (AR AR )

BI@FRFIRINE 7, “4UA” Xt 77 fREEE DR E RN “B” Mk ZEBER. #15)+,
BEAM 0T REAC “HE T IE T T XA . XSt M R M R R I
Fe, ARG NRESEERECH B, RE T B S BARSE TN by the way ££ 5 152L
Prifyid e, WRERRUIARIEA O, EIXAREEA LU N H CRARRE, Bn] L2 UiE NE %
SAM. Billn:

(6) A: By the way, I need to apologize to you. I’'m sorry I got so silly with all that Broderick stuff earlier.
B: Oh, please, do not worry about it. (American TV series Modern Family)

UEfH, by the way BRI IE NG E U, gl 7T ER. #Emsl iAo “E#H” X4
He RHIRUIENEH T EHLER, {0 by the way IHILAZIREEL T B O 5 Z 00 7 R E#OX —AT

I
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HRE X T F by the way FIME, Wik ANRTHRIETREINER, RPEHCHEER, (HA
RARITE, BEAT DO SRERXT 7, ] DU X 7 B B SRR B AR ST . BT “X T

by the way $27~ D) e b 58 M ) TRy, HAZH EW L w40

(7) Phoebe: Yeah. Okay. Umm, y’know, my friends are having a Halloween party tonight at my old apartment so, you
could come. Maybe I could meet the guy you’re marrying.

Ursula: Huh. Well, I’'m supposed to be working at the restaurant tonight. I’'m supposed to be working right now, so who
cares.

Phoebe: By the way, it’s a costume party.

Ursula: Oh! Okay, so that’s why you’re... (Motions to what she’s wearing.)

Phoebe: (looks down) No. But thanks. (American TV series Friends)

7t b, Phoebe 7EHT {518 Ursula, Jf381& Ursula Zeflifl14-M0 1K 735770045, H by the way $2 /%
B, B HIELE costume party o FRATEDGE CCL iERHEMTLTE COCA &R EHBENLIES T 500 M1
XF“XF 7”7 A by the way FIHR/RDIREHAT ST 45 R W 2 (Table2)FiR:

Table 2. Comparison of the Prompt Punction between “duile” and by the way
F 2. “XT 7 # by the way BB RINGELLEL SR

R’EAC FRBEXS )T HoA
A (A EL) A (A L) (5 L)
xT 234 (46.8%) 246 (49.2%) 20 (4%)
by the way 129 (25.8%) 367 (73.4%) 4(0.8%)

LRI, fEIE T, X T M by the way ARREWSIRIE H CBCE FEoRX 7, B F A &H A
Ao FENBRAZH,  “X 77 FEIEBIRAIMEA, 17 by the way AN FRNER J7 . XU, 7ENFrI)RE
o, JEHE RS E L .

2.2. AL HThAE

Br TR ZhEE, “X 77 A by the way AT ZRHIALII LI fE - FEAZPRdREF, Yk ARTLUEE “XF 77
A by the way RKHEE H ORI DRAIEEE, T AT UEE G i fob 5 58 v R BT . 3 T 32 30 AT
“XT7 HMlby the way HUHBL, BERSAEAFSZ1E NS AT HI 99 A ROIESRBL, A I N R & 1E
M, PRIEACER A REAT o il

8) M7 —MF, KABMLXREENEN. TWMmATMET, EHERRAERMA M T, FHREMNELE
A, TR RKES THZE? 7 KR EMMH—K, Bhk—%: “EA . REZXZARFIL, RiL......” (2005
HFR)

(9) Cam: Well, then why were you so surprised when I said I could drive a truck?
Alex: Not because you’re gay, because you’re you.
Haley: And by the way, you can’t.

Cam: Okay, wow. I guess I owe you an apology. (American TV series Modern Family)
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BI®)H, T e ORI T, ERTISEBER 7 ) skim i i BaX 2, o 77 A AR UE A
FEFRREXNTT7 BB WIERS, WNGE A EERF R T IXAN I BT s WNZIEAMEN S, “XT77 1
LR RN B ER I FoRAEE N, B4 7 —E@RpLE BN, XU ERXANEE T ABEA H S
7, RAE—ERRE EYERF T AR R F1(9)H, Cam JF4H Alex # Haley £1Z I &, {HEF N3TE
S EAEE RN R TR Z /i, 7E Cam FIPYAHIRRLKE & AE v R, Haley 5% %1}, by the way
AN TR BT JE S, )G Cam R EBERK, A @R T bR,

{HAS UL B A2, Traugott (2004) [10]4& H 15 AL 182 HEHE 12 (Invited Inferencing Theory of Semantic
Change, faiFRA IITSC), FF IR AR FIHERr @ B 5 b lm i ) 2205 & 3, F PAR 30l AR 5216 A
EF B RZ B HB KRR FRATFEFE ] DR S A HEE R IZ FHE] “XF 177 Ml by the way NZBitLI TR
b FEEAIZHY, WERORIIREL, 2 “X 77 Ml by the way J& [ H AT 45568 77 101 BUMAT
I, BT AT LTS A A A A 55 R A R R, BRI R ALSEA . L, FRAT e, X T
A by the way HIFLI D) AE AR I H5Eon Th A Sl B 3L R D 1

2.3. INEIHEThEE

BT AERRIE H RS, b T B A A S N A R RO R, AT N 1
JrrARSEE, BRI PR B AR, B LRI AR S il :

(10) “UrptehEREFAL? KL SABIT, EFRAE - DLBORANLA? 7 AT, s, 7 gk
T4 T AL F, GRAR CEALEY )

(11) KB, HFNHL: “RIRRL@HP AT —2 T HRAVLA TG AR? 7 RAEER RBER 615008
FHIE—F BT, RIFTEAFAITAL KH: “The, 7, FERZEET, R4 7 R (=
1))

AR, T BERT DAY CIERRRY” . Rl DR Y UM PEIEAR D . IXRBDN, X
T AR AR AR, 1B SO — e B, (HUERE, BRROATEIERRICE RS — O E. B0, Ui
NI AN AT IR, PRl T 2 E X NI 25 E, X T B R S0 1 32 E R R A
[, G707 A E SR . D, BEAAE BE, H T AFE A R .

X XF T HER, XFAREE R, .

(12) ZABEFE: A F %! RAVARREZRL] ” FAEBABA MA@ 57, 7, #hTEAEH
BRAEL 7 (BRFE L € )

LA BA T —ANPRIESR, L4 ANHBT SRR, BN SN g, ‘X7, T
A s T B s KRR ZL A R, iSRRI AMESE S, RMEH—A “X 177, AR EX MR . =
by the way AR /D> FH T IA [R]85 5%

3. IBRINEELLE
3.1. #pFEfEE

F) 1 G HEIE S TEAE A TH 28T I SN, BRI ) R B S BT O g 1995) [11], “XF T A
by the way {E N1 E #2384 ui 1l NAERT B vl B G g T 2 — DUl B e, =35 B kb e Thae. @
WU, HT AR E AN MFE R, BRI R, o, FE, EEL R, BEU
M BARNEERIFN T Bl
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(13) #0284 T i KA 2SR e ik IR BATA S, 249, ME@ELA A, K, 57T, WAUFEHR
B A MRk &b, (1994 SR FIHEZE)

(14) P LhE2RBRT —HF, “ERA—NZHZET, 7, %29 A 26 BRE, REAEARGE, di2
T RAAFILGR? > ((KAREGIER) )

BI(13) “XF 77 XHABER R R B TR R . Bl(14)%H% “9 H 26 HHL” X AN B4R ] R4 M 78 .
by the way EL A FFERI#N 78 Thig . -

(15) People do get it: Obama is doing what he wants to do. By the way, Black has a two part interview about this at The
Real News. (COCA)

R, NATTER N TE B S R AR B AR S, AT YR AIE A K Black LTS, K
1M H by the way K 4h 78 A 5115 S Black has a two part interview about this at The Real News.

3.2. EIBHATIEE

3.2.1. BXiEESENIEIBEATIEE

1) “XET7 BREEHL R

B RTEETIRE, 5 e VRN R AR E SV A [ S AE U ThRE 2 DIAH (7 M= 2000) [12],  “Xf
T EER R R AR AT Sl R R, G R B 5 R

A T S

T R A ) 2 EEAE RIS M BT AERUR F LR IS BOE, X T Ul AT A 3 BRI
FBIER(K£%: 2007) [1]. $LiE NEH “X 77 LA CAEER, DIFE— M. 4.

(16) 8 &: &7, R, #EH, FEZAPGA RSP
ZH: A REHEP SR, FHRERIIS, HEPLFREEA, RELTH, HEPRAE K,
8 G e (RAE] (A Z T+ 2AILY )

R, E AN A W AR R ERGE R AR SREEN oM XANEE, TR Xt
T TR IEATER

B3 415t

XTI T RE AR R FL WA R A 2007 [1]; FEIB: 2013 [2]; EESH: 2017 [3]). Bi4n:

(17) #é&: —faigAw, AEFk. 4, EHET. RERLAF.

FAEk: RTRT, REHFEL,

28 BuRteiizb K, kEk.

Rk FILEATEHAK, FFbkFEhy, TRT. 27, #5200, BPRAREHFFT, bt 7
RERIPH, (LB (KMIMED )

BT SRA “XFT7 BuEE TRk e NI ESEATERE]”

C.AE Je 1

0P AR BRI L. MR EOSGE R B RR(EEE: 2016) [13]X R E AT “Xt
T WEEIE S IR . Bl

(18) 2R FRAEAEY, B2 XFILEFEHMTIL: KT *T......
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AT B BEAF I VR AL BB GRE. 2T, B ELrAF /LRI, BRRBER. . ..(B
LB CRAIAED )

BB, xE T JREARIRRXT “Mik” £AR SR BRI, X T DUl B A .
D $7 7] 175 it

(19) #LELA: B, XK. ... (P BB EMR

BT ARitAt 42

o DY KAF, AR, AAFILKR—LAE, REARFEHT S, wAT2ER?

BAFT: MR TRAMAT, MARTHE, EREBZER, BRART, 27, AR, RAlAHKEHt
AFTR? A2 EFRR?

MR T BREIR, AN, BRZE! (LALB] (KARSMED )

fE B, BIEA T RIE i B RAEA E, H AR RIS, NN NSER R, 1R
WEERE R T opIAL, BRI, B XCRINE BB A G R T A “xF 17 K1l i m K

2) by the way M5 H LT fE

VBN BA e 2 SUH)3ETR], by the way 7215 s AT DhRE 21T 2 L. ZETE R, by the way R AT
JAIE R FEREUG M S TS RURN 25 RIS [ T RE

A. TR

(20) Max: By the way, Han, why were you at the movies in the middle of the day?
Han: Sometimes people bug me, and I need some time away.

Max: You know what, Han? You’re cool. (American TV series Broken Sisters)

ERIT, Max R E| Han FF— N ANEFEHEZXMAFE, T2 by the way )8 11X NH1E
B. ##%if

(21) Caroline: I’'m hungry. What do you eat on vacation?
Max: Anything we want.

Caroline: Let’s see. I bet their refrigerator is stocked with all kinds of pates and cheeses and those parm crisp things. By

the way, nice suit. (American TV series Broken Sisters)

& Caroline H1—%) I'm hungry 5| & H K358 . 7£ Caroline {11 ZHh, 158U TUKAEBIK “&
W7, T2 E ) Max FIARRRRS, XA by the way B 1l A 72 20 A AR 2% 1.

(22) Claire: Okay, dad, look. If it’1l help, I’ll call the hotel people and I’1l straighten all this out.
Jay: I don’t think more calls from you is the answer, and by the way, I don’t think you’re gonna get that job anymore.

Claire: Fine! I don’t care! I don’t care! I never wanted that job in the first place! (American TV series Modern Family)

i, Claire 5503% Jay 78 TAE P2 2E7 &, Claire A7 F] UG Lol — FEE 2w 1 =T,
H by the way # 5@ 2] 5 2 AHK ) “job” L.

C. HEfEIEH

by the way [FI#ER] AR Tif @ AE 4L . 4.

(23) Cam: It’s not your only gift, by the way. There’s a duplicate bottle in that box right over there which I had en-
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graved with the date and the final score, because I have a problem. I feel too much. I gotta get going to Claire’s.

Jay: Cam...- No. Fresh wound. Can’t talk yet. (American TV series Modern Family)

i, Cam %45 Jay —/MHFESALY), 51 TALIISE — Ik — B [E11Z, Cam H by the way 4k
SEERIE LS Jay B ALY, 4RERHERE “ALY7 XAME .
D. &5ih e

(24) Phoebe: Is there anything we can do for you?
Joey: No just, nobody press on my stomach.

Rachel: You can keep those pants by the way.(American TV series Friends)

1E I, Joey %% Phoebe 22 IAMENZ5E | — 48 K K3Y, HE#HMESZ, FHERAAAZEEMPIAL
+, Rachel X ULIRTGIE, KMH by the way 5 At ] DL— B 28 5 M & S Aa 22104, FFH by the way 45
T IR IE

3.2.2. ARERAFEKIEIEHATRE

TEERRICHE I BT #ZE F (Schiffrin: 1987) [14]. “Xf 77 Fl by the way {EABIAHA R E X
FITEIRARIS, HARTEE ST DDA £ RA IR TR 24k . TR k.

1) EREEE

(25) A FR: KdReF, REZILFTRFFT, RENMAFTRS VA RF KRR, 28BR)R, 7T, REASA
FANBL KRR TN D, KEILET, THAR?

FAE: B, T, KT e, RARARANGERE, EE@GTERNE? £ LA EIL? GRIT)REILERLR
FAFeL. (BALE] (KARIMED )

(26) Ross: W-What was the one right before bananas?

Rachel: The beef? Yeah, that was weird to me, too. But then, y’know, I thought “well, there’s mincemeat pie,” [ mean

that’s an English dessert, these people just put very strange things in their food, y’know. [To Joey] Oh! By the way, can I

borrow some Rum from your place?

Joey: Y-sure! (American TV series Friends)

B1(25), ZHFRIERAN TR BRI, 2 OB HBAE 2 AR KD, IFAEGES 1 B A0 R 1 2k
TAH, TRM “X 77 Bifiges:, 71 “Bk " XME. #(26)24 Rachel £E[7] Ross /M4 ih5%E
TR EEIINS . Ross NEMENAT AR ER LA /A, BB S Joey JatAE FEIX AN H 18 il flh fif— LE98 ,
P NP PG R T e AR AR B AR

2) EREE
(27) =X hHBXAREAEL, ARFRSHET. Fil, BRADNELR, KFETEL
KM T.

Bk E: BT A, SRR

@R ik, PeAidk!

FEXRE: T, FAEN, RHEZREHTA, ARG LIFIRD?
A IR (BALE] (XARIMEY )

(28) Mike: Hey, what’s going on?

Bitsy: We were just chit-chatting. How’s your friend?

Mike: A little better.
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Bitsy: By the way, do you know who’s moving back into town? Tom and Sue’s daughter Jen. (American
TV series Friends)

BT A NSERZIR IR IR S 2 7 322, (EAR I A 8 A AR RO NS, (H25 KM 3 B 18 %
IR, kLR IGTE > . 51(28) 4 Bitsy 1] 31| Mike M A A 15 0S, 7€ Mike [ 5834 /5, Bitsy H by the
way F2id H O TE AL R SRS T 3
4. E5F

WL EBAL, WRLRIL: “XFT 7 5 by the way fEDIRE FAFFERRRAREE B 3LiE e, RN d47
FE—E 2R HAARY:

FABRTHEETI S, “XF 77 Ml by the way #RA[/EIBH RN B OHIEED, H215 NF24—2 1t
B, ABCRT LR 358 R i A\ ST IR, i EL AT CLE 85 I b SR8 8, AT 4E 7 % 5 D T 5
FENPRAZ A A RGIALIIIAE. B by the way 2 T HEEEX T, HARDAEN B 512X 7 58 20 (1N [H]

FUERIIRE S,  “X 17 M by the way HITERS DIREN AL, P95 #8RT CLAETERS b Ab 78 03T
B8 EEARDRE L, “X 77 AL TIPE 1 il fll, S fe il UAHL Al 358, 17 by the way
ATELH TR il il A fRAE . SRR . EIR R T I HR e M T il AL S Al fe e

“XFT7 A by the way 7ED)AE_ERILH KA UE 5 H S R RAAE, 5 38 IOTR AL AN AL AR 70 AN
IF X T = H A B RE, BATA R IR .

SE 3k
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