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Abstract

» oo » o«

“shuoshihua”, “laoshishuo”, “honestly”, “to be honest”, “to tell the truth” are the connecting ele-
ments of honesty, which have been studied from different angles by Chinese and English scholars
respectively, however, no scholars have made a comparative study of the pragmatic functions of
the confessional connectives from the perspective of English-Chinese comparison. In view of the
lack of previous comparative studies, we will make a comparative study of Chinese and English
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factual connectives from the pragmatic level.
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1. 3]

][l

SRR IERL B 2 4R Ul 1 A — Lo R TR R R W B O RIS, I Hod i I B 45 i 73 AT BA
TP A i R A LS . G A AR BCC BB R, JATABLDE IR 2 il o 5 e aeifi o ik
ZIEFEA R —— X B (GEitas Rande 1 e 2 PoR), B EATIESE “sas” o “Z%W” .« “to be
honest” . “honestly” “to tell the truth” fE AR RIS EATHAT 70 8. ThAEEE 5 % Halliday B2
MR F B = Rocthfg: MAThee. BRIV ANBRIIBE[1]. MSThet EERIRIE RN E, B
EFRATT 32 BN R D REFNTE B T B8 AR BE R 43 A i SNSRI B2 1l 7 Z IR (1 S R

Table 1. The Connectives in Chinese and their equivalents in English

= 1. NEPRIERER S SEEP X IER

LS Z LUt
To be honest 23 39
Honestly 21 32
Frankly 15 17
To tell (you) the truth 21 5
Table 2. English connectives and Chinese equivalents
2. HIBDHEER Y 5PN IR
Honestly To be honest To tell (you) the truth Frankly
LS 39 26 13 14
EIUL 58 23 6 11

2. ABRIhEE

P B EE(1989) I “IBFENAS NZBAbRREE T B, 7515 R ER Ik NFRIhRE. ~ ]
NN EFSHIARIIRERBRIEE NS5, RS FE OS5 E - ERERTRREE NS
BEAERT, FRREEm I ANSERIT N 7 218018 RIhRE E B R IESThEE. ALIREBiThEE L
KAES RS

2.1. 1B7SThEE
o iE L, ATV TEE G 2 “3isiE” o “Z50” « “to be honest” . “honestly”
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XU, )T
“to tell the truth” XS S K MW 16 04 B X il dm i) E RS BERVE %, X R N i
PRI DA AR LR I RIB R, aRIA R A BB VAR, BURDUE X R EHE R v S
“HANNT L IR M, JGEHRELLS “Ithink” M. H,

() AEXFHuELRER, SMETE, BABITHIFABS, Hh THEM

PEE, KL —ERFH

W, JA EiEESL, AR ARG T A (GEAE )R, ((ERTIEY )
Q) Z %3, FRAREGGRERIFTTRKER, REREZ IR AT & RAG R F. LiEe) A,
(1993 4 2 A AR H#R)

(3) And, honestly, I am very proud to be a part of that show. (Fresh Air 12:00 AM EST)

(4) And to be honest, his answer was not as quick and clean as one would like, if you were his consultant. (SPOK:
NPR_TalkNat)

(5) To tell the truth, the idea of a monkey was intriguing. (FIC: Dark places)

1E B EFrp, Bl()H “UisEiE” 51 E OXE U BT A . B1(2)H i

CEIYT RILT HOXH EE RN WIE R . EXHAE, XISEERSATLS RN .
“RRAETR” SEE . BIG)H G FE ] “honestly” SRRk H OO B HR—# ARIE A £ A B .
(HFEH “to be honest” 5| Hi EH ORI [EIE ) FWE LML . BI(S)FAEA “to tell the truth” 5[ H 5
T T B ARVR 0 A

2.2. FLEREwIIAE

Brown & Levinson (1978) I\ ATETEIE PR, 1R 2 F 8T AHA v Be g+, PRI AATT5E v] Re £
—EMF BRI R TR R3], SIBRPE s 2 HBLE 18 X7 W s mT
7R A SR “HSE” o LU

CES

AN—F, 0 R XL
“to be honest” . “honestly” -
BT

“to tell the truth” X%
ER e AN, BAelfER)Fhetae 2 2 M- i /ER, 4 E st 8a—EmimT,
FREEms A 34T . than,

(6) ZHA: RBHIE — B R IRAEME], R Bl E AN FRGA, ZBIFEFERT, SURETTRRE
R—R AT, BRERET BB REFRAKERS, FRATL.

IR KEEIANCRA —AEY, B E R G EBRAL, Rkl ERFF
A E AP, e AR R AmAN T IR, AN AR S s, ARTH

B DR ARKT IR, AR

EAA A RIS, 2R MARANT e BT AR

AR, R FARTRARAY, SHRAI RS ABRRAMAT, RAERET, BRRBRETET, 2EA—A
R, AR $ VAT

b A
BAT, RANT TRIEZVIHFIZHRATT. (FART)
(7) BAL: KEFE—RRBIE AN, BT T . (2IELBRAIE,

ZHRAFERT: ZEH, KLERKEMIRGIAHLE, (FLEH/M T/C000023)

(8) HERRIDGE: A former CIA officer, who was at the agency for 14 years, and now appears to be on a media blitz as

he writes his own book, said water boarding is torture, but it was justified in 2002. It turned Zubaydah in 35 seconds.

Fox_Hume)

JOHN-KIRIAKOU-FOR: Honestly, I don’t think the administration crossed over the line. I will admit that I’'m a Dem-
ocrat, something I’m proud of. But I don’t think water boarding was a bad idea in 2002 when it came up. (SPOK:

(9) WALLACE: While Bush handled that like a pro, we noticed how easily she’s made the transition from first daughter
to private citizen.

BUSH: To be honest, I mean, I haven’t had a ton of adjustments. I feel like I’ve always been able to live a pretty ano-
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nymous life. As first daughter, I took the subway, and now I take the bus from New York to Baltimore to visit Jenna.

(SPOK: Fox_Sunday)

RGBT, SR E R E N T HEERE A O s, X S R GRANE S, 4R T
T, BRAZPREAEI KR, Bl6)F NG N T4 E R AR, SRRE B, R ¢
7 AT, TR E CRE L. P17 BT AT T 4R LT T, R Esi” &
Wik T B RIE . 51(8)7 JOHN-KIRIAKOU-FOR AN[E# HERRIDGE MWL &, N T B, 2%
FX} HERRIDGE ¥R 78, HH “honestly” 5 T H S WAL

2.3. t&{5ThEE

TS5 77 (2003)47 H AL A5 R I AR B S RTE B — FhiE R T , & T SRVE I 2 IS BRI S
AR, 7 (AT TR, BRATR DU BB RS Sy i 51 0 P R A U1 A A A W G A
MR — 2SS, P EiI Sf&EEmmoc. thin

(10) £ B CEMY . (BB WRAF T L, MstIBErbsGE T b2 dof i Eibikid “sKEE” hleg 45,
& B TR, HEELAI—A “RBHE 2, WETER, LEFHH, AEEMEFF, LEE, KPR
i, EREE, (FRET (ks kday)

(1) 5! Ko EHAK, ZFEHL, BRATLIEA LK, ERERNINBIAK, A JNFRAK G G4K
AT, (R CFREED )

(12) I feel my bad mood going right away. Honestly, I marvel at you being such good friends with my Aunt Eulalie.
She's not like you at all. (Scarlett)

(13) To be honest , it hasn’t been a guesthouse since that first year after you moved away. (Love without end)

(14) To tell the truth , I don’t know that there’s some sort of incredible technical achievement here. (The Verge)

EREIF, PSR . “ESUL” . “honestly” . “to be honest” . “to tell the truth” J5 I
A2 U 77 17 T 1 3 AR A () LS O o 91(10) “Ui SEAE” ST N AR “IRIA 130 . SLEMEY) 1
7 X B, HlADHEE Sl R CRAANEB K ” X — B SE L BI(13) T “to
be honest” JEHIAUA “iX BAFREE" & —MIEEH.

3. 1BRINAE

Him DRE TR G F IS H “ZSLU” o “USE” . “to be honest”  “to tell the truth” F1 “honestly”
RPN AFTE 5 BALERGER, FERIRIGTEA L TIRE LS BI)EE.
3.1. EEHERATIEE

CUSZIR” . “EIUL” . “to be honest” . “honestly” . “to tell the truth” EFEHIRTE AR Z

MAETER BARMIE UOR R, EAMEALURERE T LR BT E 1550 e iimie DA RS fas e r/EH, Xar
DA 21 51 N A 8RN 228 R R A F
3.1.1. FEiER
MUPTEEW CVSETE” . “ZU” . “honestly” . “to be honest” Fl “to tell the truth” X%
FRAYIAE TR T Sk, X R B R TIRERL PR T —ASEERS, RN 5 A E . -
(14) Fik: BLEFEFHINA G, 3T UFO, sHIMEA, RZH R &EMBUFE R 69 %2 — AR HS R, {2
REMA B EASFFLTE, KE I EAREHB T, AT ANBEHA, BAXZ S FRREAALE FKa)
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—ANAE, AEIEPE AL, MBARLT XL SMBANK, PTARIANA T, IALEIRTRALEGH, R4
SN EIR K RIGH AT, RARFEEMNFSEAZRGE—— A RELWEHT . BERMNALETHR—T, EZAH
Bt S BT A B AERR, AR Mty Btk fest Bt A REER. (GRINEG)

(15) ZRERET DESHEE): £EH, (FHLE) 740 EREXATFIAGMALEN ARG S Tk, &
Ry FRAEMTE), ATY 30 RAREHFAT, TEZEH Ik Y, FEHIHL, ADXZLZERL
Ao tE AR, R R B RN, (CCL)

(16) WESLEY: Honestly, have you ever seen anything lovelier? So graceful. So full of life. And those eyes... Make you
feel like the only man in the room. Plus, six breasts. Any man’s got ta love that. Fred doesn’t have six breasts. Right? Soria-
lus the Ravager. And, yeah, she’s the one from my vision. Coming to destroy the humans that killed her mate. But not for
another month or so. (Star Trek: Voyager)

(17) MILLS MCCARTNEY: To be honest, I think “Here, There, and Everywhere” is probably my favorite, and one of
my favorite songs that Paul has ever written is “here Today” that he wrote for John, and of course “Loving Flame” that he
wrote for me, but “Here Today” and “She’s Heaving Home,” the harmonies on that KING He didn't know he wrote “Yester-

day,” right? (CNN_King)

ARG AR EE A S . “UISETE” . “to be honest” « “honestly” 1 “to tell the truth”
KRR IT IR TR, 51 BT IS RO AT BOR , FF HL U5 BT iy /9 25 20 A2 LS m] SE )
B4y ITIEE R “USiE” TRRBTER IR SN R A H B T RSN N X1 BI(15)%F %
HE A “ULSiR” FFRIERRIETIN X GE#EL ) VRN X —iE 3 TR . #i(16)F WESLEY {#
H “honestly” FF/E1EE, FEEIN “XRZ RGN X —1EB T84 . #1(17)4F “to be honest”
FIN “CERERAE X

3.1.2. ¥RigE

009NN “ 2iEZ HELA R — BUR R Ui, R IEE AW R R b, AR
AL A b~ DR E . 7 [S121E 5 5 5 A28 AL O OT 4a i P JE SR 45 e 7y T A4
WO TE L2, BRAFTETEAL,  AEADYAZ B b (T 15 A2 9 DA B4R TR 15 3

(18) 3tk KFHF, KA, FFHohERESEHNFH RG—HKMpiE,

D BLEE, AREANAE R HAREREIRBER, SRAH NI ERTIRARIE RS EFAERR? ((—
BBy HFH R

(19) 4#: 4R RMAFAZR, BN L RTAERK,

B: %3, WRNAREART . BET—ANEE, RSB, (((RERGEI) )

B, B8R EAETE R T AR “ U SE A X R A S H SRR, TR TE RN S M
HRIBE . G199 uiiE#E B Ml “Esit” SEIl SRR, ST URTERG, B Bl R 1)
BT RE . bW RSO, DR A SR ST U TIRIERL EE O
W 16 2 N TE o

(20) AG: When I was 12, one of my heroes was Richard Nixon. My mom was quite conservative. My dad was quite
liberal, and was actually arrested protesting the Iraq War. I’m definitely way left of center now.

HG: Honestly, I’'m kind of apolitical.

(21) D’AGATA: 1 didn’t keep notes from the interview. I just relied on my memory of what she told me. Besides, this

wasn’t a formal interview. I was just wandering around the Stratosphere trying to gather information.
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FINGAL: To be honest, I suspect your casual interviewing strategy is going to be a problem. (Blog: What Happened in
Vegas)

(22) Derek: This is awesome! I can bet on baseball games! And who knows baseball better than I do? I can’t lose! You
should do it, too.

Narrator: To tell the truth , the whole thing sounded kind of cool to me too. I’'m only human. (FIC: Scholastic Scope)

LB, B20)4 HG i “honestly” BRAG 1 iHEAL, JHE—ANFTEE, X E—ih%Th AG B
TR A A HAH SR [ S; 411(21) % “to be honest” 1% — 345 A7y HIAE F K 15 22 b b A E TEAU “D’ AGATA”
) “FINGAL” ; 141(22)H Narrator f /] “to tell the truth” HUfF TIHEAL, SEEL T & 5e 1 H 4

3.1.3. RiEH
B AT CCL M COCA ERNEFHER, FA1AIMEETF “honestly” . “to be honest” F= “to tell
the truth” X RIEH 7 1] DURE— MG iR SE, RoRIEFe 4

(23) “I've had a lot of people contact me, people who I really haven’t talked to in some time, telling me they’re going to
come watch, which is cool,” Jackson said. “It’s been kind of hectic getting family members tickets and stuff like that. It will
be nice to just get there and play, to be honest.”(NEWS: Denver Post)

(24) Power said. “Simona is one of the best drivers in the series, so it has nothing to do with her, it has to do with the
situation she’s in, and it's a pity if it comes to her not racing. But it is bloody dangerous, honestly.” (NEWS: Associated
Press)

(25) “The most upsetting part was seeing how upset I got. That didn’t get my pulse racing like the knock on the door did,
but the effects lasted longer. It still bothers me, to tell the truth.” (FIC: Hit List)

iR BFH,  “honestly” . “to be honest” .  “to tell the truth” & AJAE ULiE & T UL 1G5 AR,
FoR—MERIIGE R MPUE “BLEE” “BER —BRAMETRRME, PEEARMERIL, K
LRI R HMEE S, FIeIA R IR AR Thhe.

3.1.4. SR
PR R ARE S PR FErh, AE IR AT RN, SN EERAZE ., 5 T DL i
TR Y I B T A4k S o) RO TR UG AT A . Eb

(26) ZBRAF AT SR LR EATHRA, SEFAL, FRERT —AFA.,

RAL: ZEH, FEMT, RELETRES, RHHHNLRGFE, BACTRAEIRE, o REBAERET
#iE. WEERTR L, AR, K, TEAESIRALGREE, NEFER. 2eRELET, XR4T, LK
HE, A2SFHETHRA, RLM L, (M%EF/R T/C000023)

(27) 2HFA: RA KRB LG, R BESERARE, FREXAABE, RA-NDARMEIE S8 1A
HARETR, XEARRFRRARKGES, @ RELEIFMIES.

HEK: HEE, EATRR, EFERNHRLTEERGES, RIABBERUE, HEZLSEANRA,
ARRBRAAGTARG T L. FETARA T T, HARAETXRGRA, "L LEREFL, il FRERER
KA, BIRTARA, AEA, FRRATRAARA. PRI IRLL B, I XEHRH LM, F
KBTI R EAEAEF K. ((RFHE) 2008 RiZRE AL B 47 90 )

(28) O’BRIEN: Martin Wilson is the man in charge at the Thermal Protection System Facility. Here they mix, bake,
mill, and coat about 1,000 tiles a year to keep the shuttle fleet flying. The ceramic tiles are made mostly of silica, essentially

highly refined sand. They shed heat faster than a speeding shuttle. High maintenance as they may be, they are probably the
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single greatest technological achievement of the shuttle program. UNIDENTIFIED MALE: To be honest, you have to give
credit to the people in the 60s and the 70s who actually invented this stuff, that really nobody to this point has come up with
anything better. (CNN_Presents)

(29) HARI-SREENIVASAN: A flood doesn’t care if you’re rich or poor. But it seems that you’re saying that people
who are already poor are getting doubly hurt in the recovery.

DEANNA-ADAMS: Honestly, I beg to differ. A flood does care if you’re rich or poor, because if you live in certain
areas that are more flood- prone, and there hasn't been zoning to say that either you can't live in those areas or, if you do,
we're going to make sure that your houses up to a code where it won’t be devastated, that absolutely makes a difference.

(PBS NewsHour)

R, Bl6) R UL TEE A ILE ] “ B SLUL” BRI ST EAE PR X —iEEERIEH
CEEFQTT “Psd” FHMIEEARZEETN “MIBIRa A EGEN7 X —iHERR .
%(28) 1 UNIDENTIFIED MALE {#/H “to be honest” #:3& AiTH “ AR KL &I A B 7 X — 16 @
SRFRIE B XX —H AR Bk 15 5 - 1(29) HF R 5 U S RS N AR S UK R ST IR E

—IE B ETT

3.1.5. ¥BiEE

XIFHFE(2005) N A 4 iE 2 18R 4 15 15 SRR AT G, A58 E— AR R 6], BLiE#H
AR RS — AN EERAT IO, M “ZB9ul” “WEE” “honestly”  “to tell the truth”  “to be honest” 1X
ALY ARG B e ) i — M, SRS T IR .

(30) AR AEGLPRIARELET, FLEYRERAKNE, REHKE, ARESZHEYYH, FTHEKE—
fe.

FHh: BLEEEA—AFA, ROEGRGERN Y. A Y ZAREINA F IR A FENEIT. R
B RAE LR, BIEA F 5, 2R E ERE T, & MNAERNSRAKRKSAX —RREG T C! (Lhkid)
(3l) R#de: XEREFEERAEBRA TG, hiil D, IAM, AEEAARIET, LEREWE. 2
1o R AN FERF LT RRA 26, X5, REFDENLAETARER S akeyirf, BARG—F
AR, AR—FRNALER, ks B XANAR R L BR, R e RE EFH A, HEMEEEH

FARYF, HrEii ek s, 22 b are i, RAERE TRakdFF e, B3 ALT)

Bk, G0 AR BRI P U R R BRI R B O B SRR .
BB H R AIB RGBT AT GV L, JRTEEH] “Z5il” Rl s Wi B S SR E

3 2 1n Ih\ﬂ]

3.2.1. {R2MEERThRE
FREGR DI RE R TR YOI TR AR, BURAMES 2k, SR RERARRE, MEARIEEE
BRI AR, FITEERIIEE AT SEIOME S, & 2IrEE A RN,

(32) “KTE—EATR, NMBEANES, BRGBLEAERMGRFT. | RGBT ILE, A2
I, R (EF CEALED )

(33) HEEHE: “GUAARBTRIE, B 47 %, BRAR, X L6597 3.7 GRIRK CGREZERY)

(34) Doctor: Are you currently taking any prescription drugs? Dad: No, he’s not. Josh: Uh, to be honest... (FIC: Scholastic
Action)
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(35) “I know. But, honestly...” he is looking past her now into the front hall. (FIC: New England Review)

BRI, 51(32) (33)H CULERTE” ST TR A B 1o EERIAAR M E A AKX Afi, H XA T
1, ATTEERERIS, ProlEegibimgd 3 O, flG4)h “Z9LU” RN AR R ERAES
Z B, RS EibriEE H EE S . BI(3S)H “to be honest” JETH N A ZH, FRIHULIEE Josh B H
Nk, ATREH TR R R AME R IE, TReA L FAb &, Fikrisd 3 AN A AU,

3.2.2. EREFAIhRE
ERE bR, PIEE RGN, AIeeA B, HhE M2 — SR o ok

R E CRIENLZ
(36) “KIA I EF LTI ARXTE, TR FRFT I LB &, BT R EIF R, % FH ...
forer ., CRBRAFEBARLL T, TREAHEHERBAERS, A7 (FR —KHLZEY )

(37) WA EK, FHRAMRBE, RAT: TR, GNEART R, 2 LEY, KRLETHAE,
HE, RARFRIFRY, RBFHLGFEM, BARE, BLEE.. 7 WHATREANG T F otk “KERMN
TN, EREHFRRFTE, —RESHRLENE, KT 2FRNGM. AR— T RIT, M REARMN P69 AR
LR, M EAREERA ! 7

ARG RGOy B i (EFR E DA AR 1 TR A TR B, A ¢ U K
(RHF 1 CRR AL, 4TS 0 S AR 03R . BIGT) PR & b 78 BLARRT A IR AP s
HEAT KBTI, TOMTALSLIT I 5 FAT R

4, B

AR FBEUUDGE “Z5i” “UWSLiE” AIEE “honestly” “to be honest” “to tell the truth” JHFEE
WX R, A EATHETE FH DI Re B AL R 5, sl e, AT IPGEMSEH AT DLRAHES. AL
ML WAES I NIRThRE ;s fEE AT R T H, —FHMEAIE IR BHimfe . 8% Sr Ui6e;
B EIaeZH, —HEEAE S Ihee: (B2 3 eiE M Ihae b WAA A= m, POER “ Uit
W7 CESEU” BARYEE. 5 RERIIRE, MYEEF “honestly. to be honest. to tell the truth” £
XEETh e PARAE G, SO LR S AR ThRE, MDOE Hx SeIE R R — AN T AR, BRIk
BAE O T AR ZAER I DIRE

SE K
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