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Abstract

As a kind of political speech, resignation speech aims to achieve the speaker’s political purposes as
other political speeches do. However, previous studies have not paid much attention to resigna-
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tion speech. Therefore, this study chooses former British Prime Minister Theresa May’s resigna-
tion speech as research material and uses transitivity analysis to reveal how May affects the pub-
lic’s ideology and achieves her political purposes through different language choices. Results show
that May mainly uses material and relationship processes to objectively present the achievements
of the Conservative government and publicizes the ideology of “unity” and “freedom” which the
Conservative Party emphasizes, through which May manages to shape a decent, moderate and pa-
triotic image for the Conservative Party and improve public recognition of the Party. Besides, May
uses some mental, verbal and existential processes to change the public’s views on Brexit so as to
promote the process of Brexit in the future.
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1. 51§

BUATEDE 248 AT E 5K ) B SRS AR AN G R, RIASLIS | B A B AR AR — R R [1],
HWEEE . REEHNAE, BUSTEHPERT 5 ABUR & W SEEE VR SUIRE . B Jh A SR s T
& FEBURTEPE, JEEE @ S — 2 05 S B S R L — A RPN AR SEIRE S,
A IR EBUR IR R AN R AF[2]. Rk, BUAE PR R paithm 2 R E R, EXEEANEE
SEEPFE AT B S Guia ey, TP I v R s e A ) R A RORTERS, B9 IR AU LT AE SR Y
N, i AR IR BURF LR E K RIS

I I 5038 5 K VPG5 2 A BOR SR EEAT R, X2 A HEPEE TE 2  RE S I A AT E
BRI R TGRS IR R 15 /S R FAE S AU R R, X 2 IR45[3]. HEVPimiE o Hr ikt
RLEFRE, FEGEHALENRGINAGE S FEE. BHY. IPMERS. s iEkkil, HA
TR UE P AU 2 )0 2 S G0 S B B AR S N K BT B SE I S UR[4]-[11], DA 9 A3 754 3 1) i
KRB S EBUEYF[12] [13] [14] [15], ST SEHREEUEAORE FEAR X B0/, 3 32 B ol TV UF 8 DA B2 ER,
FLREHR VT BUE BOUEARX RAFA R AER R . HSAR, SR HE NBUAR VR —Fr, RS T
TUEE GG B I, SR 70 S BRI DR R e AR T R i e g R, E e 257 R R HA
FIIECA FH &

FEFE VS « M(Theresa May) T 2019 4F 5 H 24 H KR RIFERRAE I — Mot B BUSEVE, X OB
PR EUD, G M BRI RE I A B 3 B L VRS J5 152 B H [16], AT 7T WS Thag i &, FIH
JAE TR S G RS A R S, MM AT i K i AR A S R AR RTE RS, HE
AT S M B AR A T

2. B4R

Halliday JT 8L RGEDIRETE 5 22 £k A IEAE 15 5 I Pk #0305 208 L ZSe I A 2%
Dife g m), I HWHEFH =K “JuThhe” (metafunction): #EZThaE. APRIIREFIER ThRE, =Ko
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The AN [F T BT et S AT 3R A, B IR /M) B LA RIS 5 B[ 17]

K & G (transivitly) /&2 RIB S DIRE —ME X RS, & “HELitt 5o g # e — 4 g R
(process)” , FFEHI G KR “ R KM “3 5% (participant)” f “ 345 % 7> (circumstantial ele-
ment)” ([18] p. 170), HH b il NN T AN R AR BN o SWIPE R 8 A 5 /S P 72 M) B0 A2
OHEEE, KRS, TASE. SELEAFELRE, WiGFET ARG &M kS 5851
IR AR E B, X T2 538 & M7 9 B0 FidR 302 Ui 1l P AE P 2 2R BT B AT, DRtk ¢
WIS BT BE s 55 B AN B 5 I R T T R R AIR B S Y G TR s B, HoBER At 7 a
PRAIJTVE[19].

3. ¥FEW - RTURHR RIS

KA RGRBUE = RS ThAE, 8 Rt R G SO FE R TR & R B R
b BUAECE FEIREA R X [20], BUHASSCRER B KA o3 S RAZ 38R B 15 « Mg BT VR I fe s U P B 25 1)
REE L.

BB b « MERORE B EILZ) 946 ANial, 82 AN/INVA). B RN KPR S AT (2% 1) AT Wi R
2 BEAER /NI 60%, o< RITFE 4 26%, OISR ) 10%, B 3 AN RER 14N
R IEERE, AT NN L.

Table 1. Transitivity analysis of theresa may’s resignation speech

F 1 EY - RIUEH RN SR

eyt YR IWSZEuN i KRN HigE 17 it 2 peiuy it
#H 49 8 21 1 0 3 82
Horte 59.76% 9.76% 25.61% 1.22% 0.00% 3.66% 100.00%

B v o MEAE L REHRIE UE b FER A TG R e R R IX AN R, AU RE N, X
SRR BRI E N — RGP, TRE AR BEE B, AT SBLX— BN, Uk R E
T EE P EINE N AU R, T n AR A B AR IRES . T R e %
PRI WL SR BT R AR — D) COR AR IEFE R AR AT B8 R A 1 [21], AR B K A A o o 72
BB A5 L BRI B D00, 1T 36 P S i o 2 A R PR A6 2 1D % R R U B A B e R i ER A0S e —
PRI, AT sk R I (0 R R Ui IR 77

BT AE R AR B BUEATAT R RN, A FOR OO Hofh oA P FE—— A B AR 7

1) Vg g

W FE R TR AR A 1 3 F2 (a process of doing), 3 HH AN S5 38 #4 i : 31 3 (actor) F1 H 5 (goal)
[18] (pp. 170-175). {EAIEE 1) 49 N XU AR /N, BIPEE I K LA T (4% 2):

Table 2. Actors of material process in theresa may’s resignation speech

F 2 HFEY - HIURH PRI IEN I EE S

EH I we HAth Mt
#H 14 15 20 49
Hort 28.57% 30.61% 40.82% 100.00%
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MERFITLLER]: ZEEZ R “F31)” 1 “TRAI(we)” , XPFHAEM G LILLN 60%, FHAh R Z)1EH
5 BTN K. EWREIMEE S, HHMKK AT FEGPIMITE: — AtE R R 5
R, HHBLT 9 W, RFTEMEEA, JLHBLT 6 . EARRERRTEN CBAT B, WERERR
TR SEBUIIA 8 2 S, BE T MU A R AR, ZEESIRIER: BhAh, MRk
JIst IR A AT I AR B K Bk ik, 83 “we can deliver Brexit” fW%5E & T kIS R KA R G (17 5w 4 B %
ST BRI RE ST, PR R AR S S B AT, G INOR ST 58 B AT 0 B ORE A vl Be k. g AR
REFENR) “IAT” KEWE, HHISS T H ORI, Z2IEh0r S WA A EE RS, T AT A i) &
TN BB AL IS 5 T AT RAR I SCHF[16] (R A TR TR A T 5 EAE R — AN G — E K A
ARk ISV EPE SR I B AR RO AT, HEAE ) B AT B0 2 [N S IR 1A — D R R . AR
BNGE— Yy, SEA AT RIAI R, ST AR K.

FELL “3R7 NshfeF it i, e 2R 1 H CAERLE P 35 /1. 75 2016 4R R R IR
privileged few, but for every one of us), TEULIKEEERGEGE, bR FHILE 5 B N 2401 B SAF T BRI
have striven to make the United Kingdom a country that works not just for a privileged few, but for everyone),
DUERWIH C— HAANSYIOMAE L. REMH “3R7 Sma it 5WrARRKEE, (HXERRE T2 A
ARG, MR S NI A R A5 E CATRIIN I REE[16], B S 2k IRARE SIS T4Ed “F487 1
Pels, AEAEAH BB A6 26— Hh SRR S B A BRI P48 o

TEBE— X RFER 5« MEREIRE VT B0 P RN BEAT I S 20 M 5 (A 3), ASHIT TR I : M AE L FEHR
TP KA 1 — o 25 AN 58 S SRedtt i Mg K PR <7 3¢ D99 BN BT Tk, iz T BLE AT
I I 7 DAOR ST 58 B IR U H BT IEAEHERE R I H ,  SXARAT DLRE B AR R A “ It Wi 2R e
R EIRT CAEGLE, BE — MRIPUSTTEBGE ST R, $Em TR 5078 RO P BB RE
71 Wehbh, M EE A T — BAER SRR R DL R — AN g - E oK B s E A H SR,
[F 8 o L E KA G — 1 5%, M2 EZH RN T S EARREN BT —0, R
U BRE B FEMER R IR U e, A T —FRORE RN SR WA B SRR R, JEX N — e E M T
TAER, X BRI it R EE ) VE I P R E Y

Table 3. Temporal analysis of material process in theresa may’s resignation speech

3 4FEY - HIURH PRI ENRS S

— it BUEEAT I — LA BUAE 5E — A ORI HAth Bt
9 5 11 12 5 7 49
18.37% 10.20% 22.45% 24.49% 10.20% 14.29% 100.00%

Hofl: HEEEA B RN AR

W TR BB R DA BUBORBE N R 2R - BUE R IRIE A BUCAL S BUE Sl EBUE 53 [20] -
FERFIRE TR, AR TS « MpiE KWL R A R RAVREL 1 OR < 56/ Ju 9 [ B 3 i BRAS K L 75
WS XS A 28 e AE — e R P 55 A ReAk i ORI RR K SR = A (PR, IR AMERE S AE 1
H /AR RS g, JREE S AT BN, PO SRR AW, XA S
Rob, ERALPWIZERE. ZR. NIRRT SEIRER . HEXT T BOE ST AR LB T 1
TR I3 RE U1 = RORBUE N R AT RENE, O H G PR 56 2 5 9 [ ORI B 0 SR A AT REAE
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2) LFFE

OFER TR RN “E” (perception). “ S ” (reaction)Fl “IAZ%N” (cognition)5 O FEGE B (1)1t FE[18]
(pp. 170-175) . MLEFEHRTEE P A1 22 JCod ik {5 FH O B I A5 ) B A UE Bt xod dt P 830 ) — D086+ 2 198 s i HL 43
B3, Flhn:

| believe it was right to persevere, /even when the odds against success seemed high.

| feel as certain today as | did three years ago that in a democracy, /if you give people a choice, /you have a duty to im-
plement what they decide.

I am proud of the progress we have made over the last three years.

AL A — R AN RIER S SRR T, M A T DA A B SRR B AR, Lk RARIR A b e 1 A R S )
IERAYE, MM OR ST S B A DT AR o eI A P o B e A ) RS AR i s P DA X DG B — <P e o
Jrge, IR MBI S R T ST BT I LA B B AHLE U E W

Such a consensus can only be reached/if those on all sides of the debate are willing to compromise.
I know that/the Conservative Party can renew itself in the years ahead; /that we can deliver Brexit/and serve the British

people with policies inspired by our values: security, freedom, and opportunity.

Mg 57 RN R BTA N — @ %W, ERA BRI AT s Wit B O IRSF 3L T
FVFRAR, BN R R GRS 56 7 By S AT T BRH 7 1) B A () A3 o MR 1B ) AR AR s 1Y
BIARIELE RAR, (ETLTEZ M T RAN TARF S E, 3858 R TR 57 7 15 36t

I RO RN TR LA B KRR VS« METS Wb A & RS [F 0 BRI R R 51 R AR
et ST T O SE 58 LA R BR— S A, A S R R TR SFSE SIS AR, S BER 1)
HEFE, HONORSF S I RIE S T SRR P REME o

3) KFRLFE

KATSERBEY AR TATR R, EE[48 “HIE” (attributive) F1 “ 5510 ” (identifying)iX ¥4
KIGIFE[18] (pp. 170-175). {ERFE TS « MEMIBEHREPES, BR T IXPIRISC R, MEMH T 1 MH
TR 1A RBGE AR, BARGHan N (L& 4):

Table 4. Relational process in theresa may’s resignation speech

=4 R - SEIUEHPH R AT RERIT

By P A IE)EpuN EiiiESpuR PRESur Mt
#H 16 3 1 1 21
Hort 76.19% 14.29% 4.76% 4.76% 100.00%

M1 4 W : MEFERFIRER UF AR TR 2 R R - BUNRERE, ST R RS TEN) 76.19%. U L
LHMNZEHE MM rid(token) M E (value), ARICAETE L ERONRAR, TN EINEDNMS . fEAIE
FMR AR - RBIERE T, FRidiMSR RS, MBLREER 2 R B, BT DR . ol R
AR, MERIE T B O R R e [ i BRSO IR TN AR E RS 5T, RIALERLY
PBERRE 5« AR BERR s BeAh, T “IERE” piRp AR BRI T ER A E R, HE TR
o [ A RAESEE Mt 6, DA SR R Ca+ S0t R AR 438 O S5 5 ot 527 [ UM BB I ek vl o ok S ) A
PrRiC A AP S IRIE R R B KR RE I AR 55 10, LA 2 #(referendum) ” J9FRIC AR SRR/ INRI 1«
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Because the referendum was not just a call to leave the EU but for profound change in our country. A call to make the

United Kingdom a country that truly works for everyone.

HE ST R A B T “ A7 AFA “— AR E IR S E 7 BME, a5 =R E X
N CRENG B R ARG ST, AR RIS RO A E S — N R A RIS T E
MEFTF2IR 10 AP IR R SO REmA B A B BR A B, 1R BRI — R 3, M, Bt
RR REME A 05 [ O 0 . B e TR E T EIOCR - IR RE, MR AT BRI B L,
KRB E ], AT E— 04 3 20 [ ot BR— R 364 T

B 7R R, METE BRI R T 3 bR JE I AR — &b IR IOR: R — R A ) B AT S
A R R E K R IR s —Ab A2 g [R] )6 dy - SR 0 B L G A o¢ “ 28 ” 1k, HE R TH)
YL 2 NS 50RO T 5 E R BRKAE H— @ ik, Gi— 2 B MR 55 — A P W 2 i 5k
(1 E bR R 3 R R, At T8 AR A R R R, AR RO B SABUR ORRe AR AT o

ArSEPFhIs B T 1 A LR And together, we have a great future. X BLMELE AATTHHAS 4582 5k
FAEHA — N RFIAR, BT 7RG OB IMITA .

BRUCLAAE, ATERHIEHIT 1 RCBGSRE, (HIX AR e RE IR 1 e o B« SR ES 1 (Sir
Nicholas Winton) (i 15+, A SCIGHE 5 1B A o B AR B A 4.

TEXF R R I FEI 43 AT mT DA B @ A LA R A 1 RIS FEA B OB E . EAH LK
ik —F e, FERN TIERAGNRE—TF )L EEE NG —FENEK: 5NN RGN EIRE
B XK —FAE R, FOBROW 9 ER 32 — A IEf 3, ReigHEah e E AL 2 iyt BBk
N E AN SRS AR S, X LA A R T IR T — R S E ‘g —" M “H il
PIAMEEA . BT BOE IR TR S & G B A B ) R, EBUON RS 250 H B ME
F[22] [23], Hgilid X eS¢ RN RAVE 8 T IR BUL R UEE, B AR T R ix
SRR IR TS DL AR S L AR

4) Fiki

B AR YRS RS S BT 5 (a process of saying) [18] (pp. 170-175). JRELERFE 5 « HEHITE:
VUL T 1 IREFIEERE, HREXAFEL RS R E 2.

He said, “Never forget that compromise is not a dirty word. Life depends on compromise.”

BEACHE S| T e BT « WA b GO R OB ERIL R I AR — R . R
WHOR T2 e 7 e R « TR AR T 47 8 D BIEE R AR T 669 44 ) LIEEISEE, fEfhA1AE
PABE 5 R AR OR B A3k, [ I At M 7 A 2 PR A% [X (Maidenhead) F 3B G, RITTE AA — € AR . AAE
UEFeR et hr 7 « IR T UL, R R A TR KR F iR, SRk T S R iR L T A
L e SRR - PUNRERIC R - R, Jediholl « IMWiE L EdemE 7 “ % B
i, HOARE L RO e PN “ %7 BORME, R =W 5 AR LR R M
By WS ETEREW AR N LSRG E T “ %" rix—BAH.

HREIE 5 e fn i « RUTES L (TR B A AL B R — N oz R E R, XS AE E O
MEEAVARTT, BEAR “ 2 AR NBEE TR EE, A A SR T &, 02
NG N BB H REAH ST R Z W o

5) fA{ERLRE

FAERRE R BRI AL RIS FE[18] (pp. 170-175). FEARRIRBFHISHIL T 3 IAFAER R, b1
BT AV 2GR SR FYAAAE T, R RARISRTE s MO H AT IBUR Tl ) 1 7 3 4% 2119 [
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ISR AR B, P8 1R TE EARRIEAL T IRV AP I RAR, FFAE — R LI 1 B0 T 24 BT BURF IR PR -

Our politics may be under strain, but there is so much that is good about this country, so much to be proud of, so much

to be optimistic about.

Foft 2 IRAFAETERE N 7R FEARA R LK A AEAE G R SR AT A A RIS, ARBL T Mg K HL Pty 40
BUFXS T “FEE” B EL:

It is why the Race Disparity Audit and gender pay reporting are shining a light on inequality, so it has nowhere to hide.

And it is why | set up the independent public inquiry into the tragedy at Grenfell Tower to search for the truth, so noth-

ing like it can ever happen again, and so the people who lost their lives that night are never forgotten.

MR I T B X T H AT 2 AR A 2 PRI, FIantEp A2, s
APEE(FERSAR SR KR A M AR A AR R 1 B2 B2 A i A A O B i 22 ) » 5 PR L D i AR R A
BRGNS, BUD TSRO [ 2 RN A RAR M B ORIG 58 7 5 RAMIBUN Z 8, (HAIA
SRR B, S ek RARKIIE G A L P U PR ~F S8 B0 F4T3E — A REE ST SE IEUR -

i3 i R o BT AN BATAE T AR SELF  Mpsb 7 RACH T H A IR S5 3 BUR SBURE T KPR 5E
A B ARZNE T —NEI TSI A LR ST W BUS, IR SR EIRES R EAL, ey i R
AT SE RN R, B AN OR 57 56 4E N — IGE 1 R O RE 3R

4. 458

HIEXSRFEE VS o MR U R YPE D ST BLE B IR R T A TEE R A 2 5 35 R F S A R
TR DIREAE R A E R IRES. (SRR BaEA KRR « iR U RIE h R 2N
ARRIVERSF SETERATTE TIERR[24], ASCEL LKWMEDHr s 2] TS it.

MRS h KR ] TR, B AER O A AR E AR 1 WD A 00 52 [ 52 B S )
HIOR ST SEIR A RS, I A “we” BUREAIHISS T E BT, R SRR AR AR, IR AR
XM S AR R ST SEIRAI G [, i@ B A oG Rt e, JCHOR R & - Rl AE, ik
AR AR I B AL — H I, SRS R i M C B H BUHE L,
IR oA T — Ja A HE S L [ i B s AR B RS . AN, M — O d RE . FiEd AR e
FERIE S RARGE BI85 AU T OR 57 SERELRE AT PRGE, I8 5 A R~ 5 BUD TTIE — SR sEal
Moy OPEEY O CRIET IBURRINGE R T ORTF SE B S M R s BRIk LASMERE B8 1 Bt O
I FE SR — 1 LA P SR S P A 0 AR 2 5 2R B BRI I s T [ ) S 4 ARk

FEE b« HENGHEIM BB, BB R B bR, M T AR IR IR B B B B R B0A 1
Ko HgiEd IS R AN % AR A 3 (9 S PR R A A P R B WL B A% DR S € B ST S B3 i R
A, BERRAOT THSEH A AN SR, B R AT BR[Oy G52 I A T RS 58 KA [R],
H SEHE SN B WCRE RS H D0 DR~ 56 S0 T — S S B R 9 1 Rk ) vl e

rs BB OGER T SEE BT E AR S « MRREUEUHE NI SRR, AR MR 1
ST, DR ASHIE TR AR RO FT 45 R AT RETCIRAIE . AR BT T RT LUK 2 A i S AR e B DA B
BT, WS UHE R R ] L AR

&5k
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