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Abstract

As an emerging member of the language system, network buzzwords are the speech mode that can
best represent the time characteristics, the living conditions and psychological demands of con-
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temporary people. The archetypal category theory in cognitive linguistics demonstrates that lan-
guage is an organic part of human cognition and a categorization representation of things in the
process of human cognition through the examples of archetypal categories in language. Based on
this theory, this paper discusses the “Top Ten Buzzwords of 2020” selected by the Chinese lan-
guage magazine, Quibble, and explores the cognitive process of the semantic evolution of network
buzzwords and the linguistic value and social significance reflected in it from the meaning of the
basic category.
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