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Abstract

Based on cognitive metonymy theory, this paper analyzes discursive strategies on Trump’s energy
political speech. The study finds that, on referential metonymy, Trump’s use of “federal govern-
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ment management” instead of “this administration” is a clever way to circumvent conflict and legi-
timize his decision to boost conventional energy. Besides, he also uses “all the other countries” to
refer to “the other countries involved in the Paris Agreement”, which put other countries into op-
posing camps, in addition, portrayed them negatively and to legitimize policies by provoking the
audience’s emotion. What’s more, he uses a metonymy of “American workers for energy workers”
to highlight the important group and encourages them to support his energy policies by empha-
sizing how much their lives would be improved. In terms of time metonymy, Trump uses “tomor-
row” as a time metonymy to create a vision and expectation of an imminent bright future to legi-
timize his energy policy. This paper makes a critical metonymy analysis of political discourse to
help us understand the implicit meaning behind political discourse.
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3.1. $EFREEME

FRPREE & FHIA RIS i — MR 5 —/ME& . 749 1 1 “Federal management” /& — il
gy, 1Z#Mi A “Federal management” KAXE “Trump Administration’s management” . 4871 % EEH]
M ARALIMN . INIHHERSCRRE RS, 2R AR S A Bt 2B, R B U I RE R BURHEAT 2 1)
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1. The energy and minerals produced from lands and waters under Federal management are important to a
vibrant economy and to our national security.

%12 1, “The rest of the world” FRAEE M ERHAMMS EE, K& TR g
ey, 1ZE G 2 5 B R A BRSO B, §ORBIRR 1R E AN BTA B 5K R B e
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2. The rest of the world applauded when we signed the Paris Agreement.

i 3 1,  “America’s poorest workers” & —A “EEARER 7 ML, S EPTE PRI Tk
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3. We have among the most abundant energy reserves on the planet, sufficient to lift millions of America's

poorest workers out of poverty.
3.2. EfE)EEHy
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PR BRI S0 P 2 e A g I TR e, 9 O A 10 1 0 ISR o A LN 1) P 45 5 [ 4 1 DR B ) A
Ao R B A P A T g R 1 — NI AE RE R SR IF R K 51 R AR AR OR B i B R S i34 fth K %
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4. So I’'m proud to announce that the International Union of Operating Engineers signed the pledge today

and committed to train almost 550,000 Americans for the jobs of tomorrow.
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