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Abstract

As an artistic technique, rhetoric is often used by writers in articles to attract the reader’s atten-
tion, show the vividness of people or things, and increase the beauty of the article. In fact, rhetoric
can not only be used in writing, but also in daily conversational communication and institutional
conversation; the communicative parties will also use a variety of rhetorical means in order to
achieve their own communicative purposes. By observing the dialogue between patients and phy-
sicians in outpatient clinics, this paper finds that doctors often use rhetorical techniques such as
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metaphor, contrast, pun, rhetoric question, and so on to convey medical information to patients,
which is important for patients to fully understand the condition and actively accept medical ad-
vice. Meanwhile, patients also use a small amount of rhetoric to explain their condition to their
doctor during the visit to help them diagnose quickly and accurately. Based on this rhetorical
context, setting up rhetorical classes in medical majors and establishing a medical rhetoric plan
database should be considered, because they provide the possibility for cultivating a harmonious
and good medical environment.
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Table 1. Statistics of rhetorical categories and their frequency
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