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Abstract

In the 1970s, Israeli scholar Even-Zohar proposed the polysystem theory, in which, in his view,
translation activities should not be viewed as a single cultural phenomenon, but should be related
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on a larger cultural level. Translated literature is considered to be an integral part of the so-
cio-cultural pluralistic system. Before the May Fourth Movement, translation literature was at the
periphery of the Chinese cultural pluralistic system, but after the May Fourth Movement, it became
central. This paper explores the cultural reasons for the change in the status of Chinese translation
literature before and after the May Fourth Movement from the perspective of the polysystem theory
and the cultural background of the May Fourth period.
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