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Abstract

English vocabulary learning is the foundation of English learning, while synonym discrimination
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has been a trouble of English vocabulary learning and teaching for a long time. Based on the cor-
pus of COCA, this study analyzes the similarities and differences between the synonyms “agitate”
and “incite” from four aspects: register, colligation, collocation and semantic prosody. The follow-
ing results are obtained: 1) The synonyms “agitate” and “incite” have different register distribution.
“Incite” is more frequently used in BLOG, WEB, SPOK, MAG, NEWS and ACAD, while in TV/M and FIC,
“agitate” is more frequently used than “incite”. 2) There are also differences between the synonyms
“agitate” and “incite” in terms of colligation and collocation. “Agitate” has the highest proportion of
collocations with adverbs, while “incite” has the highest proportion of collocations with nouns. 3)
“Agitate” has very obvious neutral semantic prosody, with a weak positive semantic prosody. “Incite”
has both negative semantic prosody and neutral semantic prosody, but its negative semantic proso-
dy is significantly stronger than its neutral semantic prosody. On the basis of the above findings,
this paper puts forward several suggestions for the teaching of English synonym discrimination, so
as to promote the application of the corpus in the teaching of synonym discrimination and to pro-
vide some supplements for English vocabulary teaching.
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1. 51§

VERAMEBCEAB TR — DB EAR ), 1ATEHE . Rl SURIEEE — BN KRBT T P okt .
IR AR R TIESGEE R AP EEICRZ —. AR WA UEYE R W5 BT & i A B g1z 8
7 [1]e “SEIEE S P SGAR S, 45T SEERIER 60% LA 17 [2], X4 SEiB R HEw R T AV
Pk, PRI & I SCIR BT 2 2 BN o — N B3R

FGERIRNC 37 I R B B P B 225 T P IR SR 3G, N R B 2250 AN EXLHIT, HRT5E
KA BEAE N SCRUEVERRIR ISR o SR 174 ) SCIURRE AN FUAEAE AR BE A A, Sz 2 g 7e
A SIEEE S, A DL b i DI BRI SR 2 18] (57 [ e SRITERHEE M HT 7705, AT AE B
HRp R SERE S ERAFER. 5 TR TR, IRMEGENE M INERA L.

5 A A B OO ] (B8 9 FR) [3]RT AN, agitate X R R SCEEAT 1) U VAR AR RILIY
AR AN e, BB, BeEh 2) WO, AN ML 3) Bk RESh(MA)SE. incite X R L
=8 WEh; w3, Agitate Al incite —#F A ‘i, Wzh” KIS, FUbREhSCR BN —E
X3 TF . St o >) 3 A8 22 2 Sl B R vh B B e S 3 SORFEdT, BV A Bh i) i AR S X 7 EATTHY
1. Ao M COCA iF K} R agitate Al incite HOTEIR A SBHAHE . FERCANE ), HBhE &4t 5
T X7 agitate A1 incite (197735, (RIS (et R AR R 07 U H AT SGAB T e s

2. XHkERR

iz FIVERL 0 A SO BT ARG I, N AN B Z R . EAMIT A 2 S BiERLE, M
AN AN SCRBEAT R EE M, 40 Biber S5 [T F TR RS 3 SCIRIE A TESEATES L ) DXl 2 AT 1
FCo [ N — B0 223 WS PERIE TE A B H AT I SR F 78 (1 2 2L L B T U5ESE, 2 iR vEmT 7t .
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FRAR AR AIRPES] . AURFN RS A 6]V 45 17 MBI FEHC . 5 SCRIAZRIERE DU 5 TR 1) 5 T8 Rl e 47 0
T [R] SCRIEAT A T ER T TR DGR 4328, B % B RNE R E R 5 =4
HE S T BB ] SR R

2012 “ELAJE, [P IE BB REEE HEAT AH ORI S E N AR B3, T8 2 iR B 1R SRR 7T . ERHE[8)
EABRNESRA 1, WAL B SGEAARERREALFESE T, 5 “true” A1 “real” WIANH, WRICEIL
SR 7. Bl ZE[9]3@ A o FE SeiB A RTE, R 1T 1w [ 2 3 3 S I SR I AR AE . R R
ARSI R 2% o [ 1018 B S CTAT B R AT a] ELiE Rl , IS TE = 1 A FE 3R +F DISCLOSE, EXPOSE,
UNCOVER, REVEAL XL/ YR TEFEBLAT AN 5 SCEI 7 TH RFAE o« 3 R [L1]AR0 A 3 [ 244008 k) 22
(BNC), MBI, 7 a4 B AIE G55 T “rather” A1 “quite” BEATHESC. BEHIE[12]5]H COCA,
[X 43 assertion Al affirmation 7EiEK . FEMCIA . ZRIBEEE. 1B U AIE SCR FL T TR 2 5

IR SR SR A AT T H PSS HAR L SR RDASOE L SRR T 5 BOE 0 R R
T ok ACEETRIARINEA, FIF COCA iERlZE, 1EHL “agitate” A1 “incite” ABFRX R, — M
TEORE R 5 T < 3 2 SO FREEAIT s 53— 7 THD NI 9 545 7 T 48 B i ) R 4 T 2% 5% — F AR 1B 40 i
KIchz . FARCANE SCRIVUA 5 T ) 2 Rl o X 2T SCARIAE A SAIF 70 A0 v R gl e 6k, DRI e vl Ayl S]]
ICECERAE 284 78
3. Rt
3.1. #AExBR

AHEF 53T COCA KL ZEH agitate Al incite [RTEI /04 JRECEE. HBECANE S, BTENIESD)
F R R SCRIBET 732, (R BEE R EEAE T SR 2 R N, NSRRI 2 ) I 380 Ty
KHHIEIR
32. IRI R

AW T K 26 1B AT 1B R PE (T FR COCA)ME NI FL T2 . COCA 5k} 2 i 3E B M 1 5 K 2
(Brigham Young University) () Mark Davies Z{45% & 155 Bl & 4 ARG TR E B B E BT O & 5.6
LT HISCA, 0 2 K ) B 9 7E 2R i~ i k)
33. MR

AWFFRA ] COCA BRI E ALK R T T, FEHRNLULIF =2 B COCA [{] Chart FH1H7
4% % [agitate] F[incite], LAFRAS 35 76 SANES P 1 43 A5 4 D CA KR B F A A, LR AFE Compare S [F]
i 4 A [agitate] Fl[incite], #50E & @ N—4~+4 AT R, R F B I ILEL 30 AN, DA #rizdE
BBl N 5 E SRR AN A B T T B 5 7]« e, (E Collocates F T 4 i A\ [agitate] A [incite], collocates —
FLEE N noun ALL+(RIFTA 4 30]), BEFEUE N 0~+4 TR, H8HWiZuBE N S & 150 14 17k
fE, FEVEBEEC R SRAEERT 20 )44 18 B A% DL BT iE S
4. RS
4.1. BEH

Reid f 8 “iB4” —¥. 25Nk, X & T E LEEATEDE, Hrh Halliday x}iE5
FTER € GBS A H A o] o A ) OREIE iR “AEBSLRE SiEshd, AR TAEA
MR, BORTETE R AER ST ULTEXT B T A T 2 S S 2 R IR R R B — R S 1R AR
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M IXFPARGRTT DUARIIATE 5 A A XU SR TE AR I AS [R5 7 [13]. sk mT &0, SVCIREEE &a —
Se LR A M . bedn, R xR S, b —ANE SRS E R AR R, T — AN A T
REEINEP A E L . AT AFEMES, 1T SO oA A E . BRI T I SO T A
A B SR S F G IR R, #E X i SO, ATk BER A HE F 1 H

COCA Bk E LA FE % (BLOG). ML (WEB). HLAL/HLEL(TV/Movie). 11iE(SPOK). /M3t (FIC).
24 E(MAG). HrE (NEWS) Fl22 A S 2 (ACAD) J\UKiE I . /£ COCA ) Chart 5 I % /i X\ [agitate] Fl[incite]
BHATRIR, WARE| ZHAESAEEA RE (L 1. % 2).

Table 1. Register distribution of “agitate” in COCA
52 1. Agitate 7£ COCA FRYiBIH S

TE Ik st i X & LA/ L5 FiE N ek g N
AL 2264 271 264 210 179 552 303 235 250

Table 2. Register distribution of “incite” in COCA
F 2. Incite £ COCA F B 76

wE M MR M% R hE A A& mE R
AEL 3126 610 498 157 360 188 396 412 505

X 1 RIS 2 BIge i B Ua R A A%k &, agitate A1 incite 76 & MBS #E H B, {H incite
(R EARAE TR BE LD agitate 7. HeAb incite 7E 2RI 4% Al TR e, RS RCE . Hrim. 448
NG A A& 7 H AR L AN/ R A P AT ARG LK. 1T agitate AHEE incite #&440fd HI S
A, R, W2, TG, Z0&. Friml AR SCE LAt agitate B8 AR ARIC T incite, TMifEH
PR HL AN GG A AR A T incite,  JCIAE /NG A RS F A0 B (B 5 T incite. FUHRT I, incite 7E
R W2, B, J0E. B AR SR LN A, I AL LA/ B b agitate RIS
R H =T incite.

4.2. XKEFESHRECIEL

“RIRAE VAN T BARFETC ] ) — i GBI, SR B AN [FHEVE O £E AR S5 A v AR ELOG
A7 [14]. Firth B Je e thJF e CRIE Y SCAR B AR RHIE o Firth 380 E Ly “ el 2 45 08 A
)7 [15]o B ] TEAE RO A A2 1] 5 1) 2 [A) S5 A0 FH o AT 98 115 RS O AR BO0 FE AL (0 B i) SR A e X 1 T
fif I SR & E A E, A RERE APt X A AT 2 . BB AL T4, 20 OARF T, B8 Tk
KA, RUERMAPEWZMEKRR, FEZ, HBRRRN BRI R, TR TN 215
EIEE Z R M R R

7£ COCA ) Compare 5 1fi [5] I 41 A\ [agitate] Fl[incite] , 25 #E % & N—4~+4 #ET1 2%, 7155 5 agitate
Fincite 5 WAERCILILN 30 AMiA]. HA7E Y agitate FEECILILA 30 ANAH, EHAISEEL 11 4k, Rl
increasingly, extremely, visibly, deeply, greatly, gently, noticeably, suddenly, particularly, somewnhat,
incredibly; #hiR3LH 8 X, 435N became, getting, grew, gets, becoming, began, becomes, demanded;
437 $L30 7 ¥k, 43914 water, air, behalf, molecules, issues, boy, changes; FZiAILH 4 ¥k, ZrHA
patient, little, restless, confused. Ifij incite f5 "% W.HFEHC 1] 1 44 17] o5 Lok, L3 16 7, 43704 hatred,
riot, violence, riots, hate, rebellion, unrest, murder, terrorism, incident, attacks, speech, protests, terror,
acts, debate %; ZiAJLIL 7 &k, 474 kill, include, commit, charged, accused, arrested, directed;
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FEZ1 LB 6 ¥, 43 %) imminent, intended, lawless, racial, panic, predatory; LAAzArid] across JLH 1
Wo b, T HIEBEERIE 2 HIRILA: agitate + ADVP, agitate + VP, agitate + NP, agitate + ADJP;
incite + NP, incite + VP, incite + ADJP, incite + PREP. M — 3% IR LA AR E, agitate S5H)
TR LI LU B vy, S BhTR A AL R A ORI Le R 2, SR R B I EL AR s T incite 5
AR IL I e B R v, 53R T2 1A B oAt 1A FE C LU AR X LA

4.3. BN

John Sinclair 5 IF AT 5015 S, Louwl03 4F I sURF e ME (7 fir 4. “Talil 7 i B 0 2 P JR T o 1
PRI AR o 3R B L 7] MR T 5 2 4 2 AR S SURSAE i T R A K 2
Py 530 ] LA R RIS B8 SURAE, 750 ep ST 5 e S, Sl ol 3 I
T KB SUREE, SRR E B RIS T — MR SRR, KRR IE X [16]. “IRiEAI Y
FRTE SRR T4 =2 WHRE S, M SO RIBIRIE S [16].

7E COCA ik, 15 agitate Fil incite $ARE IR S , AW A MI S — # AR B B AT 20 fr 4
(LA 3), FEEI 4 BT T agitate A1 incite 197 S

Table 3. Nouns collocated with agitate and incite respectively
%2 3. Agitate 5 incite $2ECAY 217

agitate incite

FETC 44 77 WA FEC 44 1] WA
change 29 violence 420
people 16 hatred 111
point 11 people 99
time 11 riot 74
rights 9 war 44
government 9 action 40
Mr 9 riots 39
molecules 8 incident 36
israel 8 rebellion 33
issue 8 fear 33
air 8 unrest 27
state 8 mob 25
way 8 hate 25
surface 7 anger 23
father 7 muslims 20
independence 6 crowd 20
conditions 6 terrorism 19
changes 6 conflict 19
action 6 class 19
water 6 attacks 17
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P 3, IR Fx = AT 20 137 44 179, agitate 1% WLAAHC IR 7] 49 1) change, people, point, time,
rights, government, Mr, molecule, israel, issue, air, state, way, surface, father, conditions, changes,
action, water 3£ 19 /M H rhf: & SR (47 95%):2) FARME )R] independence (14 5%) . HH I AT 1, agitate
[FJ IS EAT FR MR SR AR B R S FeA RIS SGRRI 0 W, AURA S AR RS SR .

Incite )% WALHC 177 4> . 1) violence, hatred, riot, war, riots, incident, rebellion, fear, unrest,
mob, hate, anger, terrorism, conflict, attacks 3t 15 /™ EyH#l & 1] (5 75%); 2) people, action, muslims,
crowd, class 3£ 5 NMHPEIE (5 25%). R incite B 143 B2 I HE S, RIS A A A s S0, |
Hor R SCBIA T4 B 2

5. Zit5R=

A COCA B kHZE, UL agitate A incite — 23T SURINBI, 04T & (BRI i 8BCHE. 41
AL RE SCEIDY 5 TR R DX 1, 3BT M 22 4 B T sk 20 SCRI O PG Ot . ASHF T E B H DU R =445 R
1) i i agitate #1 incite BT AR IR 44 o incite E 1%, PIZ%. LiE. 2. WEMEA ST E LA
SRR %, EHRM /NG agitate (198 AR U 5T incite; 2) agitate A incite 7% W& FC 3
iR DA S SRR 5 A 22 5% . agitate S EIRIFEECILIL R L i, incite 5 A& FEECIL IR Ll B s 3)
agitate RIS ST R, L EAA RIS ARIE ). incite EA VW IRGE SRR MR SCE), FUE RS
SRR T AR RS S

AMF I EE H B X IR 2 SCRIEEAT P, DA i B G e a1 R 2 o O B I S PR il SR 1R
Z 7T R SCiA], AT ORI SORAE SERR B S I AR TE 2 25 . iBRERT A MR EJSLER, H
BT 90iB 5 21 38 RO SCRIE S AT R LG 04, TSR nT5E . A s ) ik, &
F UL AT R, AR SO BB AR 2 IR IR SR 24 DU = A B, 2O nr s
BHEWCE R T 2B s Sl 2 > e 2], 35 B ) F ekl i S U A S i i il ik, #
JTAEREAT T SCIRIFEAT 20 ] B0 BB R Rl i B, sk 5] 55 313 06 Ll SR (18 38
SYAT. SRR, FBIECANE OGBS 2 07 R S5V AR, R SRARE SCR ) e F . B, BB B
Jil 21 2 2R IR, EIRERE ST 77 G %], ES BRI, R
AT IR, CEE A ST R AL SE I S A

SE 3k
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