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Abstract

This paper analyzes the headlines of China related news reports in African mainstream media dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic from the perspective of transitivity system within the framework of
systemic functional linguistics. The results show that the employment of transitivity process and
participants configuration are effective in the headlines, reflecting the objectivity of the reports.
Among the transitivity processes, material process is dominant followed by verbal process, mental
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process and relational process. Africa and China related participants are found to mainly play the
role of Actor, Sayer, Senser, Carrier and so on. The initiative taken by both sides reveals media’s
affirmative attitude towards their positive actions in the fight against the pandemic. In terms of
content, the overall perception of African media of China related pandemic is objective and posi-
tive, constructing the image of a generous and highly responsible country. Only a few headlines
show certain ideological biases and fabricate the racial discrimination and political intentions of
China.
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2020 EFEAEE RS AR, LR EARNENZAERER . WA, b E B E
T RES, AR, A RGO Tk (R, o E O S R B R B AT . MBS
2L $1 T R 508 A T 395 [ S RS A TR T AR A S O E B

1 1 ] ) 25 3 AR [ ¥ 5 2 WA o 175 391 8 R SR A AR HEAT I 9 R e VI
T VST PR T T T B, SR LR T AL AR W 1] ) 5 RS R P R B 4
Brid, 3 E A A RS RS AT I 52, WRBUA. M. BRSNS RR]. Mz
SHEVT VT VB 43 HT = 20 HE S 9 36 5 48 37 7 08 5 U 1 0 985 A 6 R EC oh (03B R L3 ] XK A, B
CRIZ MR AT (AL LMD 97 R 7 SO S 2 P i R e o L T R LR [4] 0 b T
KA (HRATE R T o B R AT SRR (R B A T, RN 45 M R BUR 1
BT ERHELS]. B, B DPAE A A BE R, 407 5 1 7 T 08 K 400 P40 8 43 A
W R EE R R6]. DB, VERILLEYM RGN ESHES T (AR MBS RS bR
[7]e BT, V55 S FLeh v I S s 4R N 9 B TLAE IR T T, BF LR K, i
BHE SRV T2 [ S 06 7 S, ot R R SRR T R R B, BT AR O AR D . MBI LA
KE, ZIEAIEEEES S RGBSR, BT R REMTIRAZ . KL P g
T TR B R B B ek A v [ O OB AR AR 5

A ] B s A VAR, TR R T B SR A S DA IR TIAR I A8, BFRAE
NI P RS BE S T R R T %, R A 6 R R, s eh ol DA Bt A B
B R R R LS A R R, S RAE S ATRYE AR P [0 T b R T e ) 2 B
FOE R, R E O7ETIREEE . R SRR AT 10]. Van Dijk 4 HH 57 478 11 o
L 2k S A0 B U S T A VR 1 1] B R AT 2 Mo th J 03 SRS, Hik s PR 56 9%
O — 2K S e i R LA B B TR AN T L [12] AHE ST LA R REIE & 2 I RGN B LE, TR
R B AN R A 7 R T I A P 20y SR 2, 8 8% T St e [ 08 F A e A
B EE L.
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AW S A H . MRS D RE X T 7 N B ThRe B DhRe, &K DhRe £ 2h@ i “ WM (transitivity) ”

W SR G2 “ /NIRRT LR FTE 12 5 E NI R G4 . 7 [14]. 2,

KVE R G =34 41k i (process), £ 5% (participant), ¥AI% {4 (circumstantial elements), 5 &4tk
RGN MR T ALV I R 2 538 FREE RS I 43 iRt . 50 1] R 1 | 44 TR A6 15 AT A Bl 1) $235 - Halliday
¥ B Ve R G AN ERE: DI RR . IR, RRIRE.. SRR TR FEIRES]. ¥
Jid B A A Bt SR RAE, R fa M SR A S BT BT E Ty o OB R AN AT A s
REAEWHVEF, OB AN EN; KRSERASFYEENRAE, ERRMMEH. fi="11
T AL EV S5O BL R B RAT ik i, BERAEN EE SN AR I . B DBEMC R Z A& 5
IR, BPRLE WA RIRAT NI E RIE R R . fER R A2 AR, RIELRMAA AR A . &
VIt RGBS HESL L 1.

Table 1. Theoretical framework of transitivity system

F 1. R RGIRILHEL

(B 4L) B H (G FR B A (1 R 1)
LR s TE/AED
S EoRc WIS BRI TR
RAILRE ik WP R A R R
1T 5 1FRE FEBE: fat FE M
R R EENA
fEEIL R i

k0 PR AR $E, X2 5% 00 BRI BCE DU £ 5 5 AT A MR #S 5 E VEE AR
ALY, Bl BUA SCHRIR B R X [12] [16]. J B2 5#F R P anf) L8 0E FAE R R4
EANERPRERBIER . BL, BT RMMERS, SEE bR E N R 2 5 3 kAT
AT, AT AR FUAA A AN S A A DS & RIB LI 7730, A REE RIS S R AS

3. ARt
3.1. #zI0)RE

AT I T S NE R G050 A B IR AR B e 2 A O bR, SR LR =AM 1) dE
PHIGEAAR P 450 76 92 17 4 A R 1) S I i R 2R B A AT AT 2 2) X 8 R vkt 78 i 1) 22 5 3% Ay €0 iR
FUMA[ 534 2 3) X SRR T AR ERE RS, M T ER R EER?

3.2. ERHEER

AHIF ST AR R AR R C4AE) (Al Africa).  (ASFEMNY ARG —H A0 T fEL
Hrim P, S EARE AN XN R ARG . BUA SCIORIR FH [ [17]. 1238 AR AR 25 1 5%
M, TEIENE RS, FEZAGREIEM S ENR, XS AEE a2 B bn it 7 2oA A 8ok

AHFFAEE) LexisNexis FUl FEATRI R . T i el B I8R5 2, FATELLL “ ‘China’
or ‘Chinese” ” AR ZRIAM ZIrH %A “China” B¢ “Chinese” [HTH bR, KRN EIBCN 2019 5 12
A 31 HE 2021 412 A 31 H, kR H 637 M. 285 X1X 637 A5 LA “ coronavirus, COVID-19,
vaccines, Wuhan, pandemic” A2 A3 T B RAE 2, FFA% S0 3 AU B IR bR /00 4108 N 2%, LA %
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205 NHETEIARA. BT APE AT E DL e BN AL, A RR DA S B NA) RILAIAR L, R SRR
ST HHT I FR RN 189 .

3.3. iBRgt

AHFFE Sext 189 MW EIAR AT S VS BN TARVE, I Geit A A M R A iRk i 2
BAED. REXE R EMMEERENS S5E MErRidTsit. £S5 5men, RIHERE
NS 5 EF R RRAE ORGP T hEM. ARG, AR, B S A
HEMEAS SE AP ELTEBUT. B R . RRES 5. B S 5F RN E R &
s I, L. AREZ 5. PIMSEERTEXTBUT. WA RASFAEGIEASE.
RIEMRS 5E O s B SURRZIN . BReds 5 2 EEAR S E G W E R
WS 5% . HhS 550/ EMIEME X DA E BT JUBCR R LIRS 5% . 1
A2 550, WS 55 a8 AT At T 70480t

4. FFAERREFRRR A B4 43t
4.1. B EERB B oW

RERE L E R G G, B R TE SCALGUMZ B RAE A AL [ 18] X537 I bl 10 1 A S A 2%
Foi AT RE R, BENE AL T AR AR S i R fhade 6 Kok S AR AN FEX 189 AT [l it
BEAT RIPEARE 2 R HEERAS 201 S R ted e, EREYIRERE. SEdE. RALRE. OEIRE. £
W SRR LA I 1.
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Figure 1. Frequency distribution of transitivity processes

E 1. ROME LIRS

PG FESE I 137 WK, (S EERE(68.15%); HUKON T ELFE, HBL 38 K, & 18.9%. O FEFEH
15K, 1 7.46%. KATFRHIL 10 K, 5 4.97%. FELFEMHEIL 1K, 5 0.49%, KHIAT AR,
TR & E G, A EHE i fE . SR, OB R R RN P R 3
SMEMM AR CE R IEEREFT R KA RS, GRS REHSL[19]. EEAEF ERE 202
IS 1) LS T S A T P o R R S B . AR A S o R B ) I R R AR IR A T 1 AR
BN FE R AE E AR E X R AR B B S IBAT N . BARIE T 5 7 AR TEE R
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TR R RE 8 SR AR LT IR RO BB o AN A AE ) e L s (B 5| — 0 B X N B X2
P BRI, RSB M RACHBE R A G B LS EAA AL, RN AR A AR . OB
FEAR AL PR EE SN R R, AR R, A REATARI20].  CAARMD) B rh OB AR /) 6] ) B
TAEMBUR . ST BRAE FIERAXERE NS SR, MW E e EE . SRR RERAE
HY LKA, FFNE RPN SEDR R 1. &% (AR B8R brE A
DB R AR I EHE s L SRR A AW SR ERRIE O o A .

4.2. BPE g 5E 9

FERINE AT i 2 538 A ORISR E . FEXDHT AR ST KRR, a2 EE AL
HAT N O EEL, XA REFR 7B I AR B R AL ) AR e AR 2 I s h i 21, X2 5% MGk
WMoy e B A I 2 EIE 5. NS5 E MO AT NET RGO R, AT — Sl f2
A G U AR N A AT O AT TR RS A A R AL T A A 2

4.2.1. MREEEE5E
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Figure 2. Distribution of participants in material processes

E 2. MRdiEE5ENT

w2 fros, IR, SAMMRIZ EEE Y MR sE 7 MBI e, 3t 60 X,
i 43.79%. XRY] (AR Rl iR Il 7 AR AR S R S AT RES I . KA AT b EE AR
ARG BT A R ERI A L SRR S ES R (B R Bl E s o
SCHRSE . G R, ARMBURH S b R B, AL 28.84%. B0 TR E BB I o5 25%, AN
AR R EIRAT . BOH 2 E TSR 7.6% MBIV EAT N AL RERG W A I v [ S, RIS
TEVUEAT AN 11.5%. ROGEZHE IR 5.76%. Sk, HAEMHES 587N “HifiEFEs”
R o AR A AR v [ 4 B RGN 5 b [ BB SRR, il 1 b, BAR RS E NS, 3
S AR BT R Rl 2 o B> BRSO o R B AT Sy AR EL 1 AR B AN L . o) 2 o
J& HASIE B Az S w17 v [ B 7 BA D BATRE 45 5 0 1 1 58 P A AT T Dy v [ T /g LAS Bh 2 44 K 0 75
R RAEM.

%1 1. President Cyril Ramaphosa Participates in Focac Extraordinary China-Africa Solidarity Summit against
Coronavirus COVID-19.
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i 2. Nigerian Doctors Reject Country’s Plan to Invite Chinese Medical Team.

S EAOCH) “ i AG S MBUIIRER —, 3L 52 K, L 37.95%. BB i A5 17 4 1)
MR EN IO AL . P A R 2 5 3 KSR AT 8 B BURF R A HEM BT aR B4 86%), £
FEARMET R . »EPESRS, HhahiE “donate” MBUIR R E, WFl 3. ANES FE A R A
AHTEC S HUEAT N, MR AR U T I, o EAE i S A AR SR AR B B AR I A R e
W] HR WA D EGE RN AL 0 b E R B B se, sl 4 b, e EERBIE NS, EREEA
Tl st BEAR SR, SORBEMARI RSESE . f 5 B E iR B Bua e “ 1A
AR, LU “Bf” AR, o EEE SRR R E TR S BRI, AR AR S
FOMARGE 1A ES AR S PR, R BCA R a R A .

1 3. Chinese Embassy Donates to COVID-19 Fight in Liberia.

%1 4. Chinese Help in Zimbabwe’s COVID-19 Fight Raises Suspicions.

%1 5. China’s “Mask Diplomacy” Wins Influence across Africa, during and after the Pandemic.

HAZ 5E ML 14 K, G 1022%. S AL BRBES 58T AEE P E &1 IF %
PRSI k] 6, TEVERFIMA S & A mEE T H RIS, AHIl 7 2RAL DARE S,
(L8] 7 v, 56 [ A2 BUIW (0 L ZR Tt o [ RS AR5 A5 e A TR 2 BRS Re o BE SRAE 9 — AN PRSI [ 2K
ARG “HtiFAgEHE T &b, b 2.91%. UWHTEEAIR A B PR E SRR RS . X AT A
WBLSE, B AR P AR S BB [ T IR R T ER B, P ARAE BT AR GUR B 5 M B A 1R
TIL A (8] HEETEMRH) M AGEE " XD, b 5.10%. T EW ARG R AR, s
ThFErasg.

TERN“ZH/RNEY” , BREMRIZ 5% L e, 185 49.63%, RO S REHCIES 7B
DU S5 I 0m 1 BE A Bl R o v [ 5 AR IR 50 1 32 R /B105E W) "L BT 24, 75 15 16.78% 5 14.59%..
XU AR i B A R 5K R IR 75 5 T T

#1 6. China, Germany, France Join Jack Ma Foundation in Supporting Kenya’s COVID-19 War.

5 7. U.S.-Based Liberian Organization “Hits” China on Coronavirus-Related Action.
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Figure 3. Distribution of participants in verbal processes
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wnE 3 fos, EFESET, SIEHECH “TEEE BRI, 3t 21 Rk, A 55.26%.
X YRRV GG EKBUN. ST AL DU B BW, A BAREE RS & AR
TERAAIL AR % J7 FARBIRIRIER 5 b [H A R A B RIS RE, [RRIA SR B B AR . TR “3F
TR MBI —, 312K, 31.58%. U] 7 EEUR . TS AL AU A 5% R AR R A A
(BRI A AR A . ARSI “UEEIE " 5 HEEAR(10.52%) . 15 B E S AR 4L ZUE b HE XU
PUiB e B 1) A A B AE 1 o) ORI A B SE R R A 3Rik Y. i “IREN A" E, 5 EAEAEM
FHORA “TRIE WA LRI 2, 73308 14 M 130K, 1 36.84% 5 34.21%. L2 R rh ARt ik
fEfE. PEPZR SR HEZERRCR g a . EIEHORKIEI . FMARM 2%, SRR
R AETE N A W 5 SRR B, RIE, I,

FIRERERME S IEASZRERE, 1 ERE RS RN & Z il sk ki, 25 Mt Ed
PRSI 1A T SCRIHREAC AT LABRIE AN R R (7] AR PR U 1 T8I 70 v 48 B A 5 RO SR I 28.94%,
HEAARBINH ISR, ] 8. X b ER ARG R AT AR &5 13.15%, W6 9. Fom bk st
FIRBAL . S Z2E N FHERE S 15.78%, HAREFAEshn WAFHRGEME, 11 decry, condemn, urge.
T F LR A U B R A SR B o LU IR i (18.42%), FLFRTHE I, il 10, o (6] B B2 7 B 3R 1 13.15%,
Rl mE AR AT, 0 11 o speak EAFANGEA JJE . XU BT E T RBIEIFIN, R T AR E
PRAE ST AR IE P B BE BN

5] 8. African Leaders, Experts Hail China-Africa Summit on COVID-19.

%1 9. Somalia Pledges to Help China Fight Coronavirus.

%1 10. China President Pledges Help to South Africa in Coronavirus Fight.

5] 11. Coronavirus, China Speaks on Reported Attacks on Nigerians, Other Africans.

4.2.3. LIEFES 5%

N 11
\ 4(26.67%)
i R —

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

HE Wk, B (ER/ REXRIE)

Figure 4. Distribution of participants in mental processes

4. LIEEES5ESH

w4 fro, 5 b EATEEM ARG A) E AR PER R AT IR/ B R IR IR RIE T M E Il
BRUCAH, 4 8 IRFH 7 IR, i HE 53.33%15 46.67%. UiHATEQELIEFE T, SRR T T X7 A 4 ¥ A 3)
P 0 SAEMARIRH S 5F A VIR KRN & T RS 55, 205109 114K, 73.33%H14 1K, 26.67%
VAT SCE SAEMA R R . ARMMRI TS 53 1 2RI A iG2E, Wxdb s . &
BOREIRBEVEIE, Wl 12 v, BEAGEFEEE 55 N F0X — T SO AR RIE 0 v [ SRR B ROR IO MRBE, 3890
THESHE. T EMA RS 5E R IETE S, Qo E . RN RIS LR
ALFRHAHE . ] 13 ] “dismiss” FIER AL FIRATHSKISLE, BRI T HhE R,
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%1 12. Cameroon Health Workers Doubt Efficacy of Chinese COVID Vaccines.
%1 13. Chinese Embassy Dismisses Claim that 400 Nationals Set to Flee Kenya over COVID-19.

4.2.4. XRIESE5XK

e ERD)

. 3(30%)
o 4 (40%)
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u R S

Figure 5. Distribution of participants in relational processes

E 5 XxRIEE5EDM

RALTEWI D EY AR R WE 5 Prox, fFERRSES, SHEHERH “8k” Hl
fg s, 456 UG (b EE 60%, ALHEXSH EFERL . 2Rk AN b D R S A, R
RZ AR [ B SRR anfs] 14 DAt b BEHEAT (s W& 15 S R0, 3B B s A RE R
sl de WIAE R BT B BN, A RS R B BT i (1) “ Chinese virus” o 3X 3t W AR B LERL 22 20
WERIEH GRS, Xl 15 4, E R EIE R 5T, R, AR R EE T E BT
RS SIEMAHKNZ 585 VBRI Rz, 340, 5 40%. EEOFFIEMA RAE T ET
WRBL, Wt 16.

1 14. Anti-Chinese Prejudice Is Self-Defeating in COVID-19 Fight.

1] 15. China’s Response to COVID-19 Is Responsible, Decisive, Effective.

1] 16. Zimbabwe Nationals in China Are Safe, Chinese Ambassador.

5. W5 RE

AL AR GEIIHEN 5 A RN R GEEARONHESE, AR ERAAR CARM) W E R H0E
frbrle. ABARME AT 2 T BGE R . SRR, OB RS R I B AR i e )
PEERE R 70 A KB BUS L 5 £ S BT AR N AR, BRI BRI RO B R . TR Y
R HH AR T AR I QA 3 25 b S SR A8 A AR AE W R B S IR i A B o AR BB R o A IE
NEELRE, SHEF. L5, RARMIEER R, ERE A S NEMIERE E, HAETTEL
AN BRL AR B AR IR B SR AN EON I 5T [22] . BeAh, ARIBEAGR IR A A O
BTG SR (5, @D ER AL REER A S, £LREsT, S 5ENIEE LT~
RN EEGRE R, ALRERISIACH [23]. XTS5 70 A0 0 M1 e R DL A 32 2300 55 AR AT o [ A 5K
WS 5H MR T . AR BRE A, PO T BRI RESITE, RBUROT LR AT S
R Z 53 MU BUR,  BOUIE AR G VR HU% 32 ZARBUAE rh [F S 05 T 3R B, v [E 43— T
HAYEf s, mAREEIKER]. XS E5ERAT RN G EI, SRR, GHEd KEY R
FOUARIE T P B A PTRE R X AR SR B S s, R IR F IR R RS 1 X R B O, E
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