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Abstract

International business correspondence is an important medium for enterprises all over the world
to establish trade relations and to carry out trade exchanges with enterprises in other countries.
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Hedges can play different roles in the writing of international business correspondence and make
trade exchanges carry out more smoothly. Corpus is an electronic text database used more in
recent years. It can store the language materials that have actually appeared in practical
application and help researchers carry out relevant applied research. This paper collects 75 sam-
ple letters from the book International Business Correspondence written by Zhang Ailing and Fang
Aiqun and establishes the relevant corpus, using such tools as Nvivo, AntConc, Lancsbox and Excel
to analyze the application of four kinds of Hedges in the corpus. Starting from business corres-
pondence, this paper makes a qualitative and quantitative analysis of Hedges in international
business correspondence texts and discusses the pragmatic function of Hedges in business cor-
respondence texts.
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1. 518

B PR 1)1 2 1 5 PR P AR RO B R, AR T RS A IR BB T A B — FiE SRS . RIETES
2K Lakoff [T]XH AR BRI TE 10 S0, AU R A TE I R FE “ JE SR ARAS BRSO (13018 7 o X L8R5 AT BL
FE— RERESE b OB TH A I FABAE S o 32 =4 LIS, [B A AR 2238 0 B R HEAT 1) 2 TR AR AL,
FESC . BURTEUE . SEHSOR IS SO AL PRag v 2 A0, ASOHA IR i B U 1 — k. (HatH
RIRAE, LB DAERHZE A mT T B I B i 55 pR H rP AOASOR PR ARTE I 7E o A7F 7C [ P i 55 R FEL FR A
IR 41 15 PO 8 PR3 B T FARFAE A B T2 v 16 55 BRSO A AR R L it e A AE B o R By 55 B Pl 2
T 5% [ il 55 A AV ST SR B S0 R FETT SR SRR A BB A, BRI 7 5% bR FELSCAR A A5 5 0 Al i
(K] b 55 R T Fee e o B2 o ARSIt IR B 55 B HL D [2]— A5 ) 75 T BRSOt TR S /N L2
R E BT SR AT TTE, PRFAGOR PR 1 15 75 7 55 pR LR v A PR DU TE P RFALE A 22
AT AT R 5 R G, DU 22 A IR SRR 145 &

2. HRERA

ABOR PR 1) 1 AR 2 B S B 3R NG 5 &K Lakoff 7E 18 3L A study in Meaning Criteria and the Logic of
Fuzzy Concept H142 K1), M HIX—MEE R4, ZEAEHT 7 REMBMIREE . Gr2%%
I3 A% B Do AR BRI SR I E AT 703, Hedhima iR, BN RGN AT 2 Prince (14335,
i AR 48 V8 FRFAE A VS F D) BEAE AR B 15 Kl 43 W 2, 1A% 50 R AR IR 1) 1 (Approximators) 122 1 A A
BIBR 15 (Shields) [3]. A2l AU ROR B il 15 22 8 AR 4 S B A 100 AT AR5 AE SR R 1A v, A2 2 BRSO R 1)
VT DL s N0 T oK, AT E G/, JEm OR SEEAE bR B s 1 22 A0 AR B i 15 A2 1 s A
X U R PN 25 A 3 S WU A A B I R AN RS, A SO TR R R . Hyland [418F 5T 1 15080 B i1
RIS SO A SO, 45 R IR, 85% ISR FR I35 A2 1870 2 i b AR IR H)7E, AR 15% 2 dFiH
TEJZ T AR BR )18 o 284 ST [T FE AR FR il 15 N s Dy e 1R = it _E- 45 HHASERN R 1135 P DA R0 e Bl
Yt ZA bR RTT AR R R 5, MIMAR AT PRI BEAT o A< R [6] Atk FH SR FR 1) 1 2 B i FH 2 1R 1)
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PRV BRI R G (0 TE I D RE . BOMIRGITE RIS B LG S R 5% REIMAALE, &
TG MARIERR, R 3w DA UG (e LS At (e A R S [7 1 D 0 B PR 1) 5 2 1 5
EAEEN, LSRN, SCERELR DA T3 T R 50 28 70 M RS 1718 243 P RSEORT BR  15 A R T 55 T S B 1 R
BEAT o 2B L R R0 LA NSO PR B AE R ZE P o8 iA], B R =1 )\ SRR, KX
743 Citespace it AT LT AL, DMERFFUAEERISE “HBE %7 o “ANBRESCT « “XFHeathr” Seoch
A ETT, R IR ATRIIIE — A0 A1 Y AR ABORI PR A T (SUAH BT 7T FRDIEE L b

3. BRIAARESE

AEFFERLE I E (H RSk ) — i 16 BE RS, SiF 755, HAAQmR. W,
fpry FEL AR, Mhs. RS, EEHERGERE, EE I IR RS B T RAH LancsBox X
ABRHEAT T R I, %R T S TB RN 8973 1], MUIAIJC N 1628 1A, BZKFT Ny 1834 1. ARiElL
KRR N 20.44%, BIZiERVE R 2 A 20.44%. 2E3# LAl SCA K 20K TE R SN 5 T 50 it
BAE Nvivo, 1RE Prince B0 EARTEXT H 22 B bR 45 o BB L o ORI IR BB SE T AR iE A 2328, ARG
Xof VU A PR 8 () BUAR B Excel BUHEAT R0 0T, B AR BIIE F 5 M o b R & 40T 1K 5 %,
APt 7 1] o 7 55 o P, PP RS RYT BR H1) 5 F 48 FH AR ORI FH R

4. ARGR
4.1, TARHIPREBER B IEERAER

Prince M5 F 27 1) £ B2 K BRI PR 1) 15 73 D4y 738 20 AR ASERH R 1) 1 (Approximators) 1T 2% A1 Y ABER R il 175
(Shields) P . A2 B AR IR il 175 SLAT 40 N FE S A5 501 (Adaptors) A7 [l 22 5115 (Rounders), F2 /% A8 #hiE %
TN T ) LSRR FE AR B (O BRI, T DAAE— S8R IR, (H OARBROE € 58 2 IR 5 T T A3 194k —
g, SR s s, M8 it Tk, (45 kind of, sort of, some, somewhat, almost, to some
extent, more or less, quite, entirely 2545, i Bl AR BhE A2 i B 1 28 5h v BBl AR 12 1615, G65: about,
around, approximately, roughly, over 2%, Z2FIRIADR IR 115 7] LL4> A B 228 F1iE (Plausibility Shields)
AE B2 A5 (Attribution Shields), B B2ZE FIE 45 UETE & ANk 15 85 N 28 BB M sl i A BE IS o
f4%: 1think, |suppose, |am afraid, | wonder, hardtosay, seem, probably 2545, [A]#42AIEAL R
T AN () B AT SR B, 12 5| 3 = 2 (G v B e Rk VA 2 6 U B ) A, I SR PR L
It’s said that..., as is well known, the possibility would be..., someone says that..., according to sh.%5%5,

S BT AntCone B RARYE J5 O U 8 AEOR B 15 BUTR BEAT i BA B SR, 7R bR i 45 bR LS
BEHEE, BOMIRGNE ST 274 W, fEERES SN 30.79/ T . BEARZANER IR &, N
171 48], [ 62.41%:; FREEARENE MM, A 48 1], Akt 17.52%. YGRS E H RIS T
LRI, it 429, S H 15.33%:; (AR SRS, B 13 3, (K 4.74%. DUEHE
BRI 1 A A I L e 1 B

4.2. B—XEMRFNFNRFERTER

421 BETIE

MR 1 AT, £ E PR 55 ok s Rk, (IR R R R iE 2 “some” , NJLIKR: Hik
52 “very. most. much. even” , EATHILIIIIERLE IR & LA b Britbz 4h,  “quites slightly. highly.
too. greatly” 7EIFEELEF ISR HAERT B, PRSI =iX; T “little. rather. somewhat. seldom”
SR PR ANEAE R T F A %
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Table 1. The use of four types of Hedges
= 1. MUZHEHRBITERMERER

AERA B 1l 5 4 2 H LA (1)) o AR R A1 4P B 451
TEFEAR A 48 17.52%
VU F 2 1 42 15.33%
BRI 171 62.41%
IR 2 A1 13 4.74%
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Figure 1. The use of Adapters
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Figure 2. The use of Rounders
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MRYE I 2 T, 7 [ BR s 45 ok TR R, 5 AR e RV R AR BE S “about” AR —
VUK, g T HAYE AR A A R AR AR RS ) “many” A1 “over” IRHEL T Tk F4b,

“various. more than. few” 253 Bl A8 5 fdF FH A 2t AF Ao 45 v o
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Figure 3. The use of Plausibility Shields
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FRAE ] 3 W, FEE PR 55 bR B RLE {3 RS A ) LR R AR R “will” kA,
may. would. should” & B 8¢ F0iE (1A A 8 7+ ks sk,
PSR =TS U

4.2.4. [EJEEMIE
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Figure 4. The use of Attribution Shields
4. [EFEEMIBHNFERABER
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TEVYSEBORI PR AITE T, (ARG ANE 75 [ bris 55 ok F iRk 2 b H IR A i (K, eHIE] 4 WA, fEE B
55 R HLIERLEE 1, “according to” BRI Z Sy, 7SIk “would be” IS IR BER 2, A=K
“indicate. it seems. on the basis of "{X H Fl. 7 — 2P ¢ ; “it is believed that. as is well known . the possibility”
S ) B AEAE P rh o8 A

4.3. 1EHABRSBTETE E PR 55 R e h AT B AR

BEE PR T — AL RE RN R, R E 20 5 S Aok H st A% . eSS [ B 55 5 S Ak
REREA, R 55 R A S AR AR AT B AR BRI A R 55 o R AR R A A AR AR R
B AT AR I A L 22 RIS SR AT AL S5 I U R N2 - B AT RAE B 52 ) 2 A 8t S A 7 55 R P )1
PR R, REMTAE 52 55 S BRI o

431 BABHFEENENREREE

151 55 BR L SCAS ) — AN BB WA (R SRR LN A I CSE R e, TG 5 BOBDRIPE 5 A SR SE R IR AN
MR A R 1 L L 7 5% bR L R AR S S A AT R P T AR R (S R SIS o 2B R A AntConc
BAFI)ZR 51 TRE, SHSOMI BRE HEAT R ZR, 1 T 23 B I e ASH R i 45 P 456 P 119015 B8 S HL B TR F RICR

5l 1: According to our experience in the trade, those who are looking for success in contract manufacturing
in China should take the following six steps:

Bl 1R EH—HEIME, KEAFIESIER RN 1 “according to” , AHAFAME 2w £ o [ /3.4 7
it ZIEAT NP IRE I TR, WA R TG S TR B AN . T I B RRG ANE “should” Sk
G VAEAOL T omAE, $RTT T SCAHIAHARYE, AT S AT M SR A By H .

5] 2: This Agreement shall be automatically renewed for successive one year periods unless either party
gives written notice of termination to the other party at least thirty days prior to the date of expiration.

1] 2 K 1 — 3 2 7 P AR IBC R AR BR R, A R T VB AR S “at least” , ST “thirty” —
AR, WO A FIESS E RITE N MR TR & S AR SRR, BRIt U RS, DA
YA R, I LR R BRI AL SIS P

432 BREBLARBILER

SR IR 1) 5 P A5 FH PT DALE [ o e 55 R L SCAS BEINAL SN A5 o ] o s 5% bR P A2 15 ] B 9 AR ) P
A, WIRHUA TR R I, 1 bR 5% B0 P 5 4 2 ) 0 T s AT 5 AL B 7 180 A
PR R S, P LAAE 1] o P 5% bR R v A FE RSB PR At 1 120 E s P SRms, A IXRE, A REFERUTT 5
Gy & A R TR S ) SRy T, A SR 2 XU B R IR g R AR

5l 1: Meanwhile, please let us have a list of those articles you are interested in buying from us, so that we
might be able to give you all the necessary information regarding supply possibilities.

Bl 1 kA —HHRAER, KA FEHEZEEME “might” RILH HOMALIESR, RHACEN
XF 75 2w ST AR BTG, BoRK AR EINE P IRETME, Bl AR E . R
XA ALS RIS bR AR, K w) SO A B A REE LA AT AR FE DG 2R, DRAIEJE Bk 55 BRI T Ji€

%1 2: We would appreciate your assistance and would be willing to reciprocate your kindness whenever
needed.

il 2 [AJRER B —E WA R, R R A ERESEAE AT “would” LRIIERR FE AL S 1344, R ) 77
KWHCK L S EEER, JFEX T RIS, ALER SR ETT N R 1AL,
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433 EAWFEBRIES REN

RO R A 1 7T LA RO B2 T[] B i 9% B AT 5 B R S G UG E R S5 e b FE b b e 2 B %
PR RMTIERm, AFEARET ORI E, R E, TR ERS, N T E Rz R al&iE T
ZEFMMIE R R AR, TRAEKERT Hidferh, 515 X007 (76 55 8 i o il & FH i 8 HSORI PR
ERIRTHE T RGN, TRIUES 5 IR 3E4T o

1 1: We are pleased to state that the firm mentioned in your letter of... is a well-known and highly reput-
able firm, which has been established for more than thirty years.

# 1 Y AL EE “more than” BIMETH, R X ARIENLZ A, WARIE TR BEAFME R E M
P, R HEAETBOR A A @A R R AT TN 7 ARG OLR, 2T 3O “thirty years”
LRz s, I bHAE “more than” X —JEHEARZNIES MM o XFEMFRERIEIL 7 KB A
AERR R, WhtE TSR AT E

%l 2: Please note that we have quoted our most favorable price and are unable to entertain any coun-
teroffer.

i 2 I ELAEER I “the cheapest price” , TSR] 18 HEIAE 3 “most favorable price” {15 5 5
IRGE, WAk A RS2 B R A RN IR, B T BRI D ERAU N EE, tEg 7 IR 5
DTSR BIFE,  HET A BT 5 07 R R R B AT Gz b b, ORAE SR 2 (R IR 2647

51 3: We would like to state that goods dispatched with transshipment will, at least in your case, most
probably reach you earlier to meet your urgent needs.

TE 52 Gy i R A B Ry WL Rl B BRI IA) [ i, R 22 PR L8195 HY ,  4n SRAE S 5 5% BR H o WY A
TEITRISIA], A2 5 ) AR 5% 00 57 5 X5 #03 FOM OR B B2« (245 3 v “most probably” X —[a] 4%
GRANTE R HI U A 51 By X7 HR B T 1 e B [l S [A) 5 7 1), A AR S 17 il o ) =) 18
5. 4578

SEH AR Prince XPSOMI IR I (102K, I8 B @ERE, XAERURSE S K2 A by 22 B 25 1) (]
B 25 R L) HRBOR RS (A AT T 0 2K G0t DRI, FEVUSREDRIBR W5 b, BRI (1
PR f e, REREARANEIR L, V0 ARSI A AR, (AR MBI R i IR B thalid ([
PR 55 R ) — P i 7 U 7RO IR TS AOTE I RCR o RISk, BOMIBR 115 2 — AR ook
RAFVE WG 9RSCAAGANEFAE — € RRE LBl D SCAR SIS MA R MG o 8 I BRTs 55 s LI S 1, BEORIER
il s RS — Rl S B S N AR, o — PP IR T B, i FLASORI R i 15 5 7o 55 98 {5 B
fEIEH], X TRIER G T B, et 5 5 007 R8s i a EA B BRVE I 5 EEZ K0T, 72
H o T 8 PRASERA BIR 1 15 RT LAASE B g T e SEEIGUR » A 52 g O IS 7 AL JRUI 38 % 1B AU 5 23 ]
15 35 5 X5 B E A A XU AR

SE K
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