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Abstract

The word “Pofang” has become a popular Internet hot word recently. Through the analysis of its
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evolution path, it is found that “Pofang” as a cross-layer structure, coexisted with a verb-object
structure in the Ming and Qing Dynasties, and mainly appeared as a cross-layer structure in the
Republic of China period, and finally completed lexicalization in the early 21st century and be-
came a double-syllable word. In the diachronic process, “Pofang” is mainly driven by three moti-
vations: prosody mechanism, cognitive metaphor mechanism, and high-frequency usage. At the
same time, it is regulated and influenced by the mechanism of reanalysis and abbreviation, and
finally completes lexicalization. After lexicalization, due to the frequent use of “Pofang” on the In-
ternet, its pragmatic function has also changed.
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