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Abstract

Recently, with the development of Social Networking Service (SNS), which is free access and low
barriers, many new words have appeared and some old words have gradually generated new
meanings, and they are all widely used in our daily life. Through collecting and comparing the
corpus, the semantic meaning of Chinese word “Shengmu” has undergone obvious variation, from
the original discourse with religious nature, to the metaphorical meaning, and then it has changed
in the scope of meaning, emotional color and so on. After corpus-based study, this thesis tries to
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classify and explain such changes. The result shows that there exit some similarities and differ-
ences between original meanings and subsequent ones. Then, based on fact, some social factors
are found. The network environment and related user psychology are one of the main factors
causing the variation.
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