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Abstract

Network emoticons express a certain meaning through a certain form, and it is a symbol that com-
bines form and meaning. Network emoticons have great ambiguity in the direct representation of
images. By adding symbol elements to improve the quality of emoticons, emoticons can convey con-
crete information according to the wishes of the subject of communication, and while narrowing
the scope of use, it also makes emoticons more effective. By improving the quality and realizing the
proliferation of emoticons, it can reflect the construction of categorical and hyponymous levels in
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the cognitive structure of communicative subjects. The image schema formed on the basis of real
experience in the cognitive structure is the key to the operation of network emoticons.
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Table 1. Emoji smiles, smirks, “you’re okay” level category relationship table
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of the construction of the lower level cat-
egory based on the basic level of the “smile” expression
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Figure 2. Derived schematic diagram based on “two faces” image schema
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