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Abstract

The Chinese character simplification movement carried out in the 1950s and 1960s has had a sig-
nificant and profound influence on the development of Chinese language. Until now, simplified cha-
racters have replaced traditional characters as the common characters in mainland China. What is
little known today is that there was a short-lived further simplification of characters in the late
1970s. Although this simplification scheme was aborted in the end, some merits and wrongs are
still worth us to sum up and reflect on.
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Figure 1. Premier Zhou Enlai’s report on the future of Chinese characters in 1958
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Figure 2. Excerpts from People’s Daily on April 7, 1978. Among them, the sound parts of “qing” and “yi”” have been com-
pletely rewritten, the contour parts of “xuan” have been greatly reduced, and the word “bu” has been replaced by “jie”
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Figure 3. Part of the “simple word” list is related to the word. In the Second Round of Simplified Chinese Characters plan,
their systematicness is weakened to a considerable extent
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