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Abstract

Hedges, an important part of verbal communication, are the most common and typical fuzzy lan-
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guage inlinguistics. In political discourse, politicians often use hedges as indirect and euphemis-
tic way to strategically adjust and apply discourse to achieve the persuasive function of political
discourse. Therefore, hedges play an important role in political discourse. This study selects 15
political speeches from the official websites of China and the official websites of Britain respec-
tively and builds two small corpora, which mainly aims to probe into the following two questions:
what are the similarities and differences in the use of hedges in Chinese and English political
discourse? What are the reasons for the similarities and differences in the use of hedges in Chi-
nese and English political discourse? The results show that the Chinese and English political dis-
course in this study uses less attribution shields and a certain amount of approximators, but the
frequency of plausibility shields in British political discourse is higher than that in Chinese polit-
ical discourse.
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1. 51§
BERIBRFNENEX 5533

BORIPEAE y— A 15 5 IR, 21l 5 A th AN AT sk i — 387> o ORI 18 (Fuzzy Logic) /2 7 3£ [H
TN KA TR 3L L. AL Zadeh [118HRT 1965 B BRI & BR O B HE At BRI ALK, N
RO R 1V ) Y B 5E 1 BB A . ORI ERISIADN, MBI A o BT S S I ANE B A ENE, 5.
U HIIME AT, SRR . AR R )1 (hedges) /e 18 5 il A IR AORERIE = . 1972
F 26 A BE U 2K Lakoff [2]H 3R H . BORIBRHE R 2 AR EE . im i PEAN AT BE % 1 = 3
Lakoff A AR08 SO “ A S FA5 F- 15 SNSRI B 8 ABORIR3E 7, 40 kind of . can. may. will.
shall. must. I think Z54R)E TR BR #1154 . Prince. Frader. Bosk [31FEARHA B Hill 15 4> AR 5h A1 5 52
RIS . AR Bl R AR PR A L A A S 15 0 S % 1 TR (AR, AT 48 43 A% BE AR 31 A BB AR 3
T, B T LR R RS SR B 22 0 B, S U T BRI AR S . T4 A RUSOR R ) 1 5 AR B B A
BIRHIEAERRESR, HIUEETE ANEE TR WSE, SR EEA G =Y, W ANE
PR ANE 5 (R ARSI T 208 Uil Al A e R B S 2, R A sl SR =3 1)
B, HEERIE VG E A . Prince A TEHI A B EORI B 1) F 1) 23 5200 T BOK [4], T H.2r S35 T,
(Rl L 28 38 K A 23 RO VAT 9 T J5 B AR S [S] T 1982 444 Lakoff [ 4418 3 Hedges and Meaning
Criteria VeSS o] AR INTE I o7 1 BRSO B 1) 15 EAT 1 AR s BRARAE DL S 2 A8 B AR SCA 2R AR
BRETEBEAT 1 20 MrT 2038 AT ATETE A R ASOR IR 2EAT I 78 o [ PAUAIT 98 385 7 BN T FE O L il
AN HE A ASOR PR S AR 7L . JEAESR, BOMIRGHEST A R 2 o ke s, ERIEF A, RIS X
WS USONEE S S RO IRANKE. vk, AAEE A B0 I S0 R ),
{EEEA R ANBUATE R X EE A I . BT B /N TEREE, L Prince 58 A 173 RARAE(IL 22 1) B Al
AR B A R R 5 Hh S T T R ARSOR BR A 1 A5 15 100
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Table 1. Analysis framework of hedges
= 1. RHIBREIE S ATIESR

HEORA B ) W RIEFB(EE0)

sort of, a little bit, almost, entirely, kind of, more or less,

PR B .
uite, really, some, somewha
quit ly. hat
Y
S A ) about, arou1.1d, approx1.mately, essentially, in most respects,
roughly, strictly speaking
A I think, a‘s far as I know, seem, probably, wonder, hard to
say, I believe, I assume, I’m afraid
gAY
- ding to one’s estimates, as is well known, it is said
2 R according , ,
IR BN that, presumably, it is assumed that
ORI R ) 1 B RIETF BP0
FEEAR BTG W, bF, AL AR, e, LT
25 7 T N ey s \
R P — Kb, s, WAEME S, k%, i,
" j_\‘*%; ﬁﬁmﬁ\; gﬁy FI%HJI%L'
R WYF, "rRE, WUONHE, T, HEERRL N4/
A o B
()RR TR, PEREEGE, wTREMIE LR, PEUL

2. EHRBIESBUATER

B TE e N R & o ARt 5 1F AR FE R BUE Y SABUA NEH, FFaRlE . BUF. BUAREE DL
BRI N NS ENE HARIEUE SR &G KB R [6]. FAIBRHHE & 51820 br ) B KNS, Aefis)
CHMARE” , WhnSERWERREM . FEBUGIER T, BT 5 TR R ) 8 X ] 4% |
Z3U 1) ek 7 AR M A A 5 N RS DLSEILEOA TR E I S 5 IRIhE. 208 R RN, FEK
= NS KA RO PR A5 . AR PR 35 R T RS R A U8 A1 USRS AL R, EERERE ‘&
e 7 R R Rk R TN, #E e TR 7). Kk, s S e A A A R
HRWPEZLIHAERE, FBUATE R 7R B,

3. fiRIIE
3.1. R B EMRIEIE

AT FE B 78 B ROTE T3R50 TP JEE0E T R A RO IR ) B S O, BRI ST R R R

1) S E R R AU FR i A A e (R 2

2) FRIEBUATE RS HAROR PR T A A E S R R R R A2
3.2. IRFMREMAFTIER

SRRV DL R R, A ST B AN N R —— L SCBUA B R B R DL R SRR RS TE R
ARAERE S E S A 5, AT AR R B R B R D [ A A8 sEURF B T W s TR R EiE B R e E R A S N
FRNFFRBRBGAETE, A 30 FoCE, Kb saBErlh 15 5, it 14,593 (I 2); FECEuAE
SR, b 14,653 F(LEE 3), WIANNENERLE PGS, B EULE 29,246,
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Table 2. Chinese political discourse

= 2. PXBURER

4 i KR BEH
2022 4 11 AilgrafE SR iz ra 1233
2022 4 9 JAMEAEM g2 999
2022 4 6 H Rilg A EH LR 541 1029
2022 F 6 A (&K RIRE) ke 1049
_— 0 2021 £ 9 A4lE (LS S AT @it 20 AW 586
2021 4 8 A “HE L RAKKIEER R AR 608
2020 4F 12 H R gag 50 AR 834
\ 2020 4F 5 F 1a) o E 4 Bk B T T R AR SR 444
e 2019 4F 12 H 5+ VY JE R MG 213 1502
2019 4F 4 A AE DA R R 924
fHIE 1 2019 4F 11 H WMEMEXTES 17 IROMC 2 1195
2021 4F 4 ABEEW REA 25 77 JmiES 1044
i) 3 2021 4 ABCEE “ANZHEE” MG 2 948
2020 FF 10 A “BREEE” 487Es) 1026
LA 1 2021 4F 1 A EHEAEXSIESE 17 RAMES: 1172
&t 15 14,593
Table 3. British political discourse
3. RXBURIER
4 T HIR S )
2022 4F 10 H L E EAH BRI U 575
TN 2 o
2022 4 10 7 4 [ AH M s 184
2022 9 HBUh & F 432
LRV 3 2022 4F 9 F S [ g AH IR 533
2022 4F 9 J 3 [ AR v 408
2022 4F 7 5 [E AR IR U 922
2022 4F 1 F BRI 590
£ HL 347 4 .
. 2020 2 H (s BAURBMAMERAL)) 42T Re 1510
et 2019 4 7 A Y3 B AR F 1684
2021 4 7 A YR %A 1L 300
2019 F 6 A EH PR LK% 3082
2018 4F 4 J G EFHE 227
RS 6 :
2017 4 11 A i sk 3175
2016 4F 12 JJ 2Lt 5 [H 7 A S5 &% 390
2016 4F 7 J 5 [ AH SR U 641
15 14,653
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33. IRITEARMRER

AHIT SR AT A 20 Word Al AntCone . 1 /51 H] Word Wtk BB 77 M6 % 15 R
POLBUARTER, R I TXT #%2UFH AntCone 3] FIASSRI BR 51135 20 3 43 FEEATAS 2R o IR
HRE AT EBMIIRGTE TERE, 75455 AR AT abrdER i Ol HI0: T am committed to main-
taining the Golden Era of our relationship with China—not just as a vital trading partner but also as a fellow
permanent member of the Security Council whose decisions together with ours will shape the world around us.
CRFEETS « 1 2017 4 11 A W KIEIH LA around B AR IR BT . SIBRANKT S FR A1 B0 5 X o 3
PN TERE P r G AT (L2 2 M T8 N 8] 132 22 AN AN AR Bl i (R B AR Bl 1 RS Bl 22 3l ) 78 P A /N RS TR
TEIAE IR LS L EEAT SE Tt b, BRSILInGR 4. 3% 5 .

Table 4. Proportion of different categories of hedges in Chinese and English political discourse

4. PRBIATER D& SARMIREIE P S LB

TSR] PR ) B PR R LEA1(%) Hh B R ELA51(%)
S ﬁigﬁfjﬁﬁ 37 63 26 49
Y AR B 22 37 27 51
BHEgME 184 100 27 87
ZEFN 7Y
(BB Z AE 0 0 4 13

Table 5. Frequency arrangement of common hedges in the Chinese and English corpus

5. B IERPRHBIE A - IOER B B BSIURHES

R PR 1) 38 (2 30) BRIR R PR 138 (7 30) BRIR
Can 72 B NAE/A 13(1+6+6)
will 58 B2/ 8% 9(4+5)
Very 18 1R 6
Should 14 yiee 4
I think/believe 12 (6 +6) —H 4
Would 11 Paeeeeee ik 4
4. BRDWH
4.1. BiESHr

SRR, S SCBUA TE R RO IR WS S T SCBURTE R, R BREEEANE . R BUATE
FIERFEAEH EERA K FEMAILER, FCBUAEREE G S T CBuaiER, i EE
BT R BUATER . [EERNE, PRBUAE R P IE AR B IE . 85 5 ER A7+
(R SRS BOIAVE s VERE A FH AT ART ) (] 2 AN, 1T wh TIOR8 R Hh A1 G2 A ()48 AR A 13%.
TESESCBUA W RS BRI F, B WL BB PR 135 2373 2 “ can ™ will ™ very 7 should ” BA & “T think/believe ”,
“can” fEFIMIE RS, HIL 72 R HOCBURER S, BeE WIBORIBRHIE 52 BN G/ AR
CRE/RLZT CART R R C—ET, Horh “IRYCHAE/A Y SRR, it 13 ke BRt@E ot
Forr, FAFHAN SR

(1) AHFE A SRS BUAE R I B D B TR 2 AN s S BOA 1 R 38 A — s S AR Bl B R

g .
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QAR e 3 [ B T e b s P B ZE R B KT op [ BUA T PHE R
4.2 SRR PR BURE RIRMIPRGIEE R R E

WA, PRBOGTE R T B> B ANE . (A AT R 8 — SeRIE AT . AR AT 1
RIStk AN AR, (HAIFAE S 1E B A NIARNE . B (R M A 5 A AR AR I, e Wi A R AN
L [R] E IXAMKA ) EARS BAR Y 75 2 KRR RORE A, IR IF A REE ok W R ERIE
I RZUAR PR FIREE , WM ARG A B A —FIWT (8]0 5% T M 7T BUIG T i 5 /e F e gz AN
X%, EHNN, EHEENEZ 5 AETE, RS IS 5 (heteroglossia) X Az Fl AN (¥ Ko 75
KM FIEES 5EFERIRBRR(9], EHARWT BRI Pk £ A01E BRI T 5 BUR & A7 B Hh
SRR N B T S, BARUENE B3 K, WA A A (B e AN AL AR 5 Th o — e R LiE
BT BB -

AH TP IR b EBGA 1E R 8 B AR S RO PR ), b SESCBUA TR R TE R R AR SR
e TV ARSI, T P SCBUA TR R R TP AR AR S SV AR SR AL R A BT . AR S RO R
1, B AE Y AR B AT — e AR M , AEBGA R AT LU Bl ik i 1 1 S A4,
WA PAE —EFE R BRI M BUA S LS Tl

%) 1: And that was the last electric taxi on the streets of London for more than a century, 110 years, in fact, until a
certain visionary mayor decided to launch a campaign in 2008, went to China and got them there, there they are, you can see
them all over the streets now, or hybrids anyway.

B2 WRA, JiLFEFEHFHRSBRL TS BAF A5 SHA VIR ATEZHE, AT EHFRLAITSH
3, BREFIREBK, BAAFFLE SELERENL, BLEHMEALGELRIK,

TEX PG 7, BUARTER BT “more than” PAK “HIAA” XFEHEHEAZZ)E, L
FETETEAARIPE T, RO AE AT AR B AR Sy 5 B AR R, T2 YE AR s i 2 e AR BUA &
LeBGa AL IR o DR A Y B AR 3 i — @ RE R ERUSE 1 W Ak A o B

%) 3: Let’s change the tax rules to provide extra incentives to invest in capital and research and let’s promote the welfare
of animals that has always been so close to the hearts of the British people.

Bl 4 BIFOATEZNERRAINRLEY BRRBE G T4, ILERARAFAL. AF LAY, Rit—4
AAEIA,

Bl 3 R TR ARSI “always” , R T [ BUR T AR RO AR e AR B (BN B A A
fEa v g . Bl 4 0 TRREEARENTE ARl . RILT T EBUFERN RIE L, 2R CRER, A
Bl OEMHGER T 7 B RREE . X617 F RRE AR ShiE s A DL T — % BUA S L 5 EUA R
o WA B AE, BURAEMATEUA BTN, 2N — R FEUA T, 10 {4 A2 3h USRS PR
EEEFT IR BOA S 5 P, AT DATE [8] 17 R0 ) BRI 48 AR G fX) 25 S, AL G TIE VR A S0 [ B v
PhEFRE A B AR A A R ) A2 S R ASOR PR A
4.3. BERFRBUGEREMREIEEREZERNEER

¢ [ VA T U i B B ANE R R T EBORE Y. SRR, EFVONREE BRI R
P EAE B 2 BRI N AL S A R, BB AR S TR FE N 2T & FL BT AL R A5 A AT
NS . SRRSO R S el B, D A T AR A S E N . A g U SR AR T Sy
WL, T RN N SO B OB o R S AR R AR S S A A, HP AR 5
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P N BRIR] ORI, 5H0EF A8, ANEL B R [10]0 RMOULE AT BEfL i b E BUR fEBOAETHEH A
EAREAE . TS E A AW & B AR E B4 s A OE, BA QUSRS RIRHIE, AR
B T8 I BRGNS

%) 5: And I think it’s very important there should be a link between the two because...and...and there should be a clear
sharing of the agenda, because we must reverse the appalling loss of habitats and species.

1) 6: And of course I think that is the right and healthy and democratic thing to do.

Bl 7. ¥R, BB YE, EAEA T @ELSRAIESE A AR —RE VA FFREE AR
IV KA (COP2T). HAVHME, EEBRELIHT, 2L HRIFRYS, ERE. EH. F2FF GRIFRRT
HIRR.

#8: BMNARFZ, AEF S FEEHE, REAR RGTAELES, AAEX RGN L FRRZEFEI],
MATE AR F ¥ 3 sh b BB RASFE A, ERAPE X ZGRRI B In R 45690 %, RNALAF L, A
B & Frire—, BRATHRR, AFRANCNARELETRFE S HORES, BT R, oifAn Lk
b, RAFERM AT RERGAENFE. ANARFE, AEFVFE0E, AZpFAORGE, BIE
WAFTFBROLKRY, EXATREKAML, EFE%, $F A48T 8 A E 6§ LA A F2E B K RAE B 40401
K —RALA BT K.

DA 51440 4 11 VR, 350 DG A 91 ) 05k PR T 8 RV B ABEH0 B 4135 98091 )£ P B B2 28 F1E“ T think”,
EEEREER BT R, I B ARSI A, AR IR Rl CREA B S BUA bR 7E
HSC A, AR T EARIIR IS AT . ST . AT SRR INECA LS. B1E
FOA M A FRR T, SEEBOA TR A T S — AFR S ROR R <17, T b SCEOR R 2 U
LEROLR, XIERME T S EA A G o E R 2R
5. &5

BURRUHRRBUN A 5, 1A% FHBAM A, 5 E I E R E TS, KA R RE0a 3
BEREHE PR, 7 S ] 5K & P AT ARE 5 W A0 BE . T ASOR PR )35 1E 2 — AR A i i 7 5 515
S  ASHIE T 15 H Prince 55 AR BRI 15 2 2R BR v, VB 7 W fSe B 1 e 25 15 IR B it 5 K 5
TSNS R, X EE T rh SR BOG T8 R OB IR T8 O IS 00, 487K 1 TP SR BUG 18 R P s R i
A FH 57 (7] R 2 S (R R SR A o AR TR R 5 T AR 7 FR ) PR S B0 T8 e P 24 A5 b [ 1) e g A LAY
i — S AR S RO PR 15 o AN R T, o P O s D v A P B AN R T o
IR PHER . TPOSBUR 15 RSO PR I 22 S A R A S T R i 5 2R, U AR S iR e e s T &
JITAE B K B AT N . T E S EA A E R S afI R, B e T AR SN, H
FEBLA TR, AR ER 115 K68 B 5 2 4 RBUB S RIS 1 o R —Fr i AHT 7m0 b SR
T s RSN PR A 8 P 19 0 1 57 ) B A 1 R PR SR R, & AE AR SOt T8RS K R K
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