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Abstract

This paper aims to analyze the role of “up” and “down” metaphors in the Complete Stories of Lu Xun
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by applying cognitive metaphor theory. This book contains all of Lu Xun’s novels, including 32 short
stories and one novella, a total of 33 pieces, which are selected from Call to Arms, Hesitation and Old
Tales Retold. The vertical metaphor of “up” and “down” constructs a metaphor system, which pro-
vides a new angle for us to understand this classic work. In the metaphorical conceptual system of
“up” and “down”, in the social hierarchy domain, action domain, position domain, quantity domain
and degree domain formed by them, “up” usually represents a positive and optimistic side, while
“down” basically reflects negative emotions. Quantitative statistical method is applied to count the
number of “up” and “down” in the text, and then qualitative analysis method is used to identify me-
taphorical “up” and “down” example sentences. It is found that although the word “up” appears more
frequently than “down” in the classic work, the number of “down” with metaphorical meaning is
much bigger than that of “up” with metaphorical meaning. This phenomenon reflects Lu Xun'’s anger,
dissatisfaction and resistance to the society at that time from the perspective of cognitive metaphor.
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