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Abstract

The fight against poverty is the most effective channel to build China’s image internationally.
Based on the ATTITUDE-system of Martin’s Appraisal Theory, this paper selects the text of Voice
from the Frontline: China’s War on Poverty, which is the first documentary in China to interpret
China’s poverty alleviation from the perspective of foreigners, as the research corpus for a positive
discourse analysis, with the help of AntConc for word frequency statistics and UAM Corpus Tool
3.3 for text annotation, to investigate the distribution characteristics of the attitude resources in-
side the documentary and to discuss the implicit attitude towards poverty alleviation in China.
Results show that the documentary mostly uses positive words of Judgement and Appreciation to
convey positive and harmonious meanings, and that it shows the real situation of China’s poverty
alleviation work, not avoid the problems in China’s poverty alleviation work, being objective in
constructing the image of China’s economic development.

Keywords

Appraisal Theory, Attitude, Positive Discourse Analysis, Documentary,
Voice from the Frontline: China’s War on Poverty

Copyright © 2023 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 5|

2020 FHRIF LI TE R T M BT B AR S5, T ER 14N BTN, 337 Dy )\ ORI R o [ 3 328
(7 it Ay thE SR 28 Sk R Al 7 ER DTk 2019 AEAESEE AL ALM(PBS) H LR (FTZZ
e R E B SR BINON WEB G ARE, BhE L, R E SO R R REEY
A4F « PEREAE R AMUERG N, PHE 1 ED 58 iiAE 2020 46 BT TS BN 22 R IX — H AR 1 1055 77,
T e B — A A AR BN A AR R A o B R A I A fr st o A v [ RAA SRR L R A
Arp B ST BRI o DS R BRI E PR 52 . HOA . Wi DU)I iR BLROETER
NHEATH E TR K RE, SR 1ORESS — T RORL, IRZIER 1 CORSUEIR T, ARUEIR DT B AT
M0 A R A SR T N BV E M, DURBLIRSONA I, AR e B HOL B MR SR, >iE T
A SRR L A M R A AT B T M A 0 TRAEZINT 22—, A S
Ko A RE I SE BRI 51 B AR ([1], p. 75), ek AR BB —FhBUA EAL B T H([2], p. 60).

RARRAG1 0 Wr 3t b 1 e P R & SGEEAT 8RBT, P S B R AT 1R R 0, LIBIS] S A1
R A5 A2, M A4 2. H 1999 4F Martin [SJIERSRH “BUREE T 7 X —ME LIk, A2
H AR TEE 73 I U 1 AR S BRI SRR, A K AR [A 1 B B 1 15 20 A 7= 2R (R AR 5. 3L
WA THE L SRR E 2B R FEATPRE, SBR[ RIS T 70 i ANt Pl 15 20 M7 2 1] 7742
HAME. B 7 RS BRSSO B RT3 2 R R ARIEL6] [7] [8]. SCEAAR[9]. FEARIER[L0]
SEIAER B0 M, AR RS 2 16 o ) e SOHE e A Co ST R SR A P20, R LA 2053 AT R AR AR 17
T HIWE TR AR D, HATAN BRI M B A0 R AT R 15 20 BT B ST LA AR O 1 T
ElrEAZ . FUARLLX BBC L fr (hE ALY AIMULIRBEAT 7 AR SRR IE 2, 38
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GHA2IATEAN BRI [ H kAR AE 2018 SEHE L CRBLPE: LR R R ) 24T 1 BIK
BT

BT, ASCMMCER B LA R, RS RGIRFE RO R FIWT . S5 =AY IR (Rl
ez PE BB BATHRAGTE DT, IRFTZL P E ST B P R S SR, DU R
WA Va7 M AE 283 7 U N o ASCR B R LR AN R 35— BRI XD S A ) 0 A
FRAT? B8 =0 AZZE SR X e LR B ST B I el (T A ey ?

2. MBI R ETSE RS

P 2 G5 (Appraisal Theory) RIS HELE R 1 Martin & White 515 5 S 5 75 K R A TBEIE 5 2413
fitkh L BISE R, FEAETE b4 P — AN R BB AE S (8], p. 17), R ERIFTIEK 1. REiTh
REIE & FIANAIE S BA BOUES, MABRERES KR —FI)6e, ReUe BG5S SN I OREE
ANBRKZR, AMUBERIE S mifh N, EREHE B O A B E RIS HR([13], p. 28). TMiTH &g —1
“RTABREXLIRG” ([14], p. 36), =& —HE “IEHIEERASEMHEIL” ([15], p. 20). Martin LA,
P RGNS SR PR S FIAS B BT R R . N E SRR S S Y R 7 307 ([16], p. 2;
[17], p. 396)HHATALHE . % ARG EHE =T RGi: BET RG(ATTITUDE), /" AT R 4(ENGAGEMENT),
PLE 2 7% T 2 4 (GRADUATION).

BERGENTFNERIZ O RS, WRERERIEY, WG T =T R%: H&KRS(Affect). H
Wr 2 4t (Judgement) LA & % 5% R G5 (Appreciation) . 15 B SRR FIE BAE 28, & AT FWHR IR IS,
BORXAT N RGN, fE 05 1R I Hh Rk B8 NI ALY, 0 MDA T TH e AN %
(un/happiness). %4/ % 4= (infsecurity) « il &/l &= (dis/satisfaction) . i [a1/3E A 7] (dis/inclination) ([18], p.
51). FIMrELHEEXT N AT TG AT BEIAK I +E 2172 (social esteem) MIRE A2 5 HSEATHE, 47
NS IE 214k 22 2) % (social sanction) [19], #h2xPFH) 32 EALHE RTE2E (normality) . A4 F25(capacity) F14]
P (tenacity), T4t 2 20 K 045 2 24 2K (propriety) AT SE 35 (veracity) o 48 5 AR B S AN4 1) 5 70 F %
%, FLFE N (reaction) . # ik (composition) A i (valuation) . X L6725 B S50 NS e S, I
TR AN AR it 17 ([20], p. 55; [14], p. 36).

3. (Al&kzZE: PEBRATUR) WESERESES
3.1 BRRIEBMOH

& B UAM Corpus Tool 3.3 #f, AR 7¢ 0 20 5% i8R SR AT 1 S8t o0, B B s in R &
1. W L ATEH, 18 ATz A B 3T R ) i s Al 4% 3a] i, 67 8 AT =42 /& poverty . alleviation
F people. TEZAFFH, “TAM” . W LA CNR” RIREERZM, TTLYREHN, 1EiZ4%
AR A EEB I R RO RAR, URAR, MARBEEHIER.

FEARF R G REARBLE R P B ARIRC IR, SRML AR, B AU B {1
I VA RIAITE Z IR 06 2R s A Ge T RE SR (L 15 s J2 T ) 45 [ 20 A1 5 SCAR 32 R 2 2 DA R ] 2 TRT )
KR([21], p. 47) T AP HE X FE BRI 78 & 3 — 20 F e M 0 5 i R s 5 IR A RN
IRIFHIVIN ([22], p. 198; [23], p. 114). #RHL AntConc 8k} T Honf 32 @1 #E 47 4i i1, ¥+ British English
iRV A S IRERE, 29100 F5iA, AR R LA 2).

M 2 B I poverty 437 J& 25 @R R AL, 3 — 2D AR BB ST BB AR Z 4L SR A P A% O A . 7E 2020
S, R EAATE R T BT SCR B ARESS, AT T HESE RIS E 2030 4E AT RESER R LR IRIT H FE
ZAF TS TR X —E M, R T R E BRIy, W E I S NEE . e T
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PREUGR . B RA S5 77 it 7 ERS50,

e Tool =
ject Mi
il evers sl Senrchl wutinoCode ul wustatsics ST O
Source Data: singee File]| Subcorpus: Texs|File: rzsrawriy
Type of study: words| Analysis: Frequencies; Show | Help .
¥ Include Function words F Include Proper name Show: noun|
[ Token [Frequency [Relative Frequency | 2
poverty 55 0.97%
alleviation 27 0.48%
people 26 0.46%
village i 20 0.35%
china 19 0.34%
life 17, 0.30%
family 15 0.27%
households 15 0.27%
party 14 0.25%
secretary 13 0.23%
work 13 0.23%
|county 12 0.21%
city 12 0.21%
government 12 0.21%
relocation 11 0.19%
day 11 0.19%
household 11 0.19%
officials 10 0.18% Y
»

Figure 1. High-frequency Terms in Voice from the Frontline: China’s War on
Poverty

1 (A E: FEBRAKER) Sigiagit

| @ AntC - ] X
gs Helf
|
Target Corpus KWIC ~ Plot  File  Cluster ~ N-Gram  Collocate = Word  Keyword
| Name: temp Keyword Types 100/1302 Keyword Tokens 1398/5571 Page Size 100 hits ~ () 1+to 100 of 100 hits ()
Files: 1
| Type Rank Freq_Tar Freq_Ref Range_Tar Range_Ref Likelihood Effect ()
Tokens: 5571
F P —— 1 poverty 1 59 50 1 21 464785 0.021
B AR bt
2 alleviation 2 27 0 1 0 281.103 0.01
3 poor 3 33 145 1 97 174.503 0.011
4 we 4 98 3406 1 425 164.252 0.022
5  china 5 19 61 1 28 110.748 0.007
R 6 i 6 132 8255 1 405 108.088 0.019
eference Corpus
Ve BEG 7 camels 710 0 1 0 104082 0.004
Files: 500 8 village 8 20 102 1 54 100.463 0.007
Tokens: 1007532 9  yuan 9 10 1 1 1 97.391 0.004
A0T.txt A | |10 relocation 10 11 4 1 2 97.139 0.004
AD2.txt 11__househalde 11 15 5 1 25 24050 0005 hd
AD3.bit Search Query Words [ Case [] Regex
A0 txt
AD5.txt ‘ ~ Start
ADG.txt
¥ | sort by |Likelihood v [ invert Order
Progress - 100%
Time taken (creating keyword list) 0.0057 ms

Figure 2. Keywords in Voice from the Frontline: China’s War on Poverty
2. (RitkzrA: PERABER) ARG

P T LR R 5 0 B R (1] 3) T A5, HE A T T 4B IE A 251 444 poverty alleviation. poverty stricken.
poverty line. poverty cadres DU~ X S84 (1) S & H BLAG TF S e 1 rb BB 23 CAR AR OBl . 3T, 3%
WL ZTNZ. PR3, BT Sk, RN — B EBUT I EEAES, ESF KR, EX
W FHOT B2 1) T TR 26 %o 3 RN FEREAT IR A, 6 3T PRI IX 6 33 RDIRAS AT VP A, B RIRH LA k3T
IR PR P EAE R iR ORI R R E S, RS S B EONE A TR TS HE R I DT R, 2
WY E R
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*
Target Corpus KwIC Plot ~ File  Cluster N-Gram  Collocate  Word Keyword
Name: temp Cluster Types 22 Cluster Tokens 59 Page Size 100 hits O 1 to 22 of 22 hits O
Files: 1
Cluster Rank Freq Range 2
Tokens: 5571
- 1 poverty alleviation 1 27 1

Bl A Pt

2 poverty in 2 4 1

3 poverty is 2 4 1

4 poverty stricken 4 3 1

5 poverty line 5 2 1
Reference Corpus 6 poverty those 5 2 1
Name: BEOG 7 poverty what 5 2 1
Files: 500 8 poverty across 8 1 1
Tokens: 1007532 9 poverty and 8 1 1
A0T.txt ~ | [ 10 poverty cadres 8 1 1
AD2.txt 11_noverty syic 2 1 1 N
ﬁgiz Search Query Words [] Case [ ] Regex Cluster Size Min. Freq Dl Min. Range Dl
A5t |poverty v ‘ Start [ Adv Search
A06.xt v

Sort by |Frequency ] Invert Order Search Term Position (® On Left (C) On Right O on Left/Right

Progress - 100%

Time taken (creatina collocate list) 0.0 ms

Figure 3. Clusters of the Keyword “poverty” in Voice from the Frontline: China’s War on Poverty
3. (FikzrE: PERATR) MBS

32. BRRASERG SR

RUHFFELL CATZR 2 HEB IR DA M55 AL FHSCARNER, DA KL /N
(58 43 36 ), #5304 5413 ANl BT TEM RBUE M AL B TS G, B TR RGE R E
T..H. UAM Corpus Tool 3.3 X H B 2 B B HEAT = AN EFEFRTE « JFREAT BRI 5, PR BE K €
PRI 8 25 B WU 11 20 A I DA R 3% 40 53 P b m T 3 AV 1 25 DA Rk v R 2 (R 22

AU FEIEEAT 228 Abbrid, FHXHHHT TS, 4 B ILE BE TEIREAT T B S 2 (B
gER LA 1A 2),

Table 1. Frequency and Proportion of Attitude in Voice from the Frontline: China’s War on Poverty
1 SERRE (AikeE: FERATUR) S HITASREUE S EES)

Feature N Percent
Total Units 228
ATTITUDE-TYPE N =228
-affect 48 21.05%
-judgment 62 27.19%
-appreciation 118 51.76%

MG 1 ATUAHERT Y, 2R PR d e O &S BE BRI S B BRI, LRI 51.76%, HIWT BT IR,
ELBioy 27.19%, T EEBTEARN b o DR LRSI L, R 2B SR oh MBI A P BRI o EL e
AR, PO 2 A8 S R 20 20 3 A BCSEEIE BN . AT FUE XA 20 5% IR
Tz, HP R AU B LSBT AR T, DRI ARG N, SRAT REMUA SR T SCSE A e
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Table 2. The Polarity of Attitude in Voice from the Frontline: China’s War on Poverty
2 SERRE (AikeE: FERATR) RES 5

Feature N Percent
ATTITUDE-POLARITY N =228

-positive-attitude 134 58.77%

-negative-attitude 94 41.23%

WRIEL 2 7T, R A RIS B SRR M A EE DBy E:, SO T B RIE RS
JE RN o b v T R aA T RS EE R . AR s P R Bz s o b [EAE R 2 Flk BT E S
JEE, VBRI AR ASE P 02 PR SR W1 v L 2 DTt X ) 3 SR 00 A S R38R v A AR R LS ), AT A
HH L BT TR b SR B R DA AT B R R AR e 2D SR Py v R I A A P R AR 22 A R 1 L
— 77 T REREUE B LSk, — 5 SCRE N T 2o Y LR ARAA TS B, ox o [ 78 i 58 50 o 1 T S e
7 SR 20 8

4. RS
DB TR W YR AN T SR i A Sk R S AT R — T
41 (HiBzA: SERRKE) PHERAR
LT PR AR A S, i “RRATE) . ERAR TP ERER. HEREERE
TOL BRI, U0 E N HY MRS R, 3 3 A TR L R

Table 3. The distribution of affect
3 BEREARSHEESMIER

Feature N Percent
AFFECT N=48 21.05%
-un/happiness 15 6.58%
-dis/satisfaction 7 3.07%
-in/security 7 3.07%
-dis/inclination 19 8.33%

PRAE LS 3 A1, AR I BEUR o b (1 T v AR ) o 2SRRIV 2 ARV, wish. hope. want.
eager Z5ialIC B9 e et ANANTX 264742 R i [H0 4% . prioritize A1 mobilized W5 ia] JE IR H b [ RS T &
O FEE AR EE. Fln:

(1) I wish I could bring my parents here so they could see the big city, see the Yellow River... (villager)

(2) 1 hope I can graduate early and find a good job, so that my mom and dad can have a better life. (villager)
(3) We prioritize relocation for people who are eager to move. (cadre)

(4) 1 hope that one day, | can get off the mountain and study in the city. (villager)

(5) Today across China, 775,000 officials are mobilized to work in villages on poverty alleviation. (director)
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b BV B R X AN R ST . AEIZZESR A, 2 1 happy. like S51A1K R B2 3 I H A2 3% F)
B, RIEH O ZERIT S Bilin.

(6) With the country’s help and assistance, they’ve lifted themselves out of poverty. They’re happy with the outcome.
(cadre)
(7) I just don’t want to leave now. I like living here. (villager)

(8) We never imagined that one day, we’d be living like this. (villager)

L AR R DL A [ SR SO R D UG 1 P SEVE st . By T i B IR IR AT 49 2 1 4
KHEE, B, B RS NN DB IR 737 H2h ThEZEADZ, STRX
Bz, B TARE N EME a1k, LA PR ma kB, filin.

(9) It used to be lively village, but now it’s cheerless, with few people left. I don’t like the changes. (villager)

(10) Really. Some of the old people cried so much. Yet nothing can be done. (villager)

BRI BRI MM XA D ST BER T, B o AN RER T A OE T 2HFMER, T
HREN WERRREIRTT, BAAEAGEN R, WA TR AR X2 EAER T
PEAEAE R LS e, AR 3 7 IR AR — R SR Bl b [ ST A — i, I st

FIRE, e i BT o5 LEAR TR B 22 42/ AN 22 RN R NI A . e, 22 e/ A 22 422K
Z BRI, — 7 TR R B ARKT 24 BN AT DL RS, — T T U e R AR AR R AE I (AN E 1k
it

(11) But some people just have no idea what a better life could be. (cadre)
(12) I find that rural people are quite vague about their income. (cadre)
(23) I feel very small and lonely in the city. (villager)

(14) They’re afraid they won’t know how to live in the city without it. (cadre)

MR, RN R 2 ORI AS B G, R T 3R AR FE X B A R
B AT AR DL, RIS AR BRET T A AE I SUE B R AR 20 R, A RSEARALE 6
(RSN LR

(15) But now, since | have to support two girls in college, it’s quite enough. (villager)
(16) --Are you used to living here? (cadre)
--Yes, pretty used to it already. (villager)
(17) But when we look at those flags indicating relocated villages and achieved goals, we feel a sense of accomplish-

ment. (cadre)

PAEAS ISR RE Y, B R B e P X R 3 AR RS S E, 3E N RO AR 2 oA 5 i 3
i, R A DOGROE R EFRER, Bkl i B AT S ERARAT SIS, M AT
. ERAR” KIPEER.

42. (HIZRZE: PEBREBER) PROFIETHERE

fEAZ DA A B A A e “ N DT, BT WP EER . AR SE L  HE NAT 1
BUELE, XNBAT AT B E BT A, RAEE 5T ([24], p. 144) . Wk AT B MBS BL L 4 Bis.
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Table 4. The distribution of judgment
=4 FEBRRREE S HIERL

Feature N Percent
JUDGEMENT N =62 27.19%
-normality 1 0.44%
-capacity 40 17.54%
-tenacity 8 3.51%
-propriety 9 3.95%
-veracity 4 1.75%

RIEF 4, EHIARIM T, A 2RI 5 i s, B2 AW HGRNE, poorly educated. less
knowledgeable & 1] 5L S e R HR BT N B IX N FISRZ 208, Sos BT MERE S, (0 44 30t o B 2 2l
IR . it

(18) | think that so-called poor households are usually, first, poorly educated, second, cut off from the outside world,
and third, lacking production skills. (cadre)

(19) If a person is less knowledgeable or lacks skills, you lead them forward step by step and educate them. (cadre)

(20) So, | often make use of my spare time at night to learn about farming. | also attend a lot of training sessions for

poor households. (cadre)

#1(20)3d S ity 2t By B3 (9 AN L0 5T, TARZ R0 RIKET, R H CRrRet L5 BTt A,
AN IRt e 3L H v P ERRF 6T 28 PR M X 3R 22 A ) 55 SEAH TR R

Fok, 220 A EEEE =, RS Martin UL 28R THE L0, WHIAT R RS 5 1E
Pho ZZE 5 REBLH SR XN R ACHF AN SIEAN SRS =7 VEAili ] BA B A7 4 47 B Ao Lo TARRE 0, f451%
Z03% 70t 2 R S R i Ay . i

(21) Villagers are very friendly here. (cadre)
(22) 1 think Kazakh people are very kind, friendly and honest. (cadre)
(23) I can note down the household’s specific conditions on the tablet and make a rudimentary judgment. (student)

(24) In my view, the students’ greatest advantage is that they can be objective and fair. (teacher)

FERARRAIICR S, T EAR W TASTR EERTT TAE A 24T 9056 =75 YRR I BAE H1 ok B 52 4 AN A
X BN AL, X0 BRI AR AE T A R B NG R RS0, el ORIEER ST AR AP, &
AN CRETRET L.

Fo WML 4 really hard. have to 1 strictly £54515 2 5k 3T -5 S P il N R 0T R ARG = K
SEAREER, PRITTABR IR R IR Ay, ATl FLIE T, MRS E TAEROA R
157, FHE ORI RS TR AR o BE T3 L6 30 Xof A4 i AR 1) [ 5T G BB R 45 S SR
MR HERA IR, AAS5. A& ANZ, 20 EXR A IERE R . 6.

(25) This family works really hard. (cadre)

(26) We have to calculate your income and other factors to make sure you meet the national standards. (cadre)

(27) I’m not a strong person. But I’ll be strong when | need to be. (villager)
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(28) Since they’re not tempted to discriminate, they can strictly follow our standards in carrying out their work. (teach-

er)
/B8 RV S AN VAR S 2K AV 0 3 7 b b [ B 22 A o R B ST O, g

(29) They’re no thonoring their promise. (villager)

(30) You incorrectly registered this household as poor. (cadre)

PR BRI A B AR B RIE O, B — 22 G Tk, BRA SR RIS LA XA
SPGB AT PRI, TR LS UL =5 VR T & i, 0T R R A A R BRI R A,
T 2R R AFE R TR, 2 T L OE IR A R AR S 5

A R BRI W SRR S 1 [ e BE A b 2 S E TE BB BT I AN [ — A R R
T, ®RZS5. “AN05%, BBE” , EEANRETEL U IS BRI A 53 XA B A5
WTERG BRI “CANE T, BANET” BB E T 4

43. (HiZzE: PEBRARR) POEHER
SEF BRI SOR, WREEUERITE, BRGS0 S  hI S B BT URAE A B R UR h o bl
Ry HBLRSEE SRR R WX b R R o EIE R, IR R K 5,

Table 5. The distribution of appreciation
=5 ERFRBEEIHER

Feature N Percent
APPRECIATION N =118 51.76%
-reaction 35 15.35%
-composition 24 10.53%
-social-valuation 59 25.88%

M 5 R LA HAE R R, BRZECONAIGAIT, St o BT Sl 25 3 RN R R
TARE LR AR D B T R RN e e R R 3 L e R A K, B g H R A B SS AT.
fil4n :

(31) To President Xi Jinping, ending poverty is his most important task. (director)
(32) It’s the essence of Party principles to be people-centered. (cadre)
(33) We have to calculate your income and other factors to make sure you meet the national standards, before you can
enjoy the favorable policies. (cadre)
(34) To resolve this problem, we’ve taken a very bold step. (cadre)
(35) Well, it’s kind of an honor for poor families to exit the system. (cadre)
(36) The relocation city is being built rapidly, the contrast of dark. (director)
(37) Our goal is explicit.
Our determination is great.
Our targets are clear.

Our task is specific. (cadre)
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favorable. bold. great %1787 7 H b [E ERTTBOR AL H . ST IR [ k0o DA K (DX RSk B %
EERS

SN DA B AE) RS (A Y U AR X e, AN [ G %1 R T A AT 240 . 3 R 2 s R 2
Wi, o 7 A E AT X AR B AR, 7 N 2RIV R B 2 H R hard s AATTHT 2R TR AR VS B
KIS A A “HE” 5, WANAE. (@R AE . 20 SR8 — Bl TEBE A “H”
RRBRIZ A, Gy iT (35 N IR A T H AR S AR “HME” & RIRE L. 40

(38) I’ve visited Cheng’an several times, but it’s hard to get through to him. (cadre)
(39) It’s hard to buy other vegetables, even if you have the money. (villager)

(40) It’s really hard to afford to live here. (villager)

(41) Life is used to be hard. (villager)

PRSI BB 1 B ARl ERSHE TR A RS, Bl -

(42) Under this initiative, every poor family has a customized plan. (director)
(43) I think it’s the essence of Party principles to be people-centered. (cadre)
(44) After a series of procedures, we’ll deliver the list of names to the county government. (cadre)

(45) We’ve carried out many door-to-door investigations involving town and village officials. (cadre)

a series of #1 door-to-door &l AT HE R TE AR BB IRPE SR, 0T8240 5 R P 12k
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