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Abstract

The scandals of celebrities have been exposed from time to time which goes against their public
personas. The term “tafang” has become an Internet buzzword. This paper analyzes the semantic
evolution of the term “tafang” on the basis of the conceptual blending theory. The original mean-

»

ing of “tafang” is “collapsed house”. “Tafang” can refer to “influential negative news” by a double-
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scope blend with “negative news”. The other two senses of “tafang”, like “ruin one’s reputation due
to negative news” and “people whose reputation is ruined”, are obtained through conceptual me-
tonymy.
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Figure 1. The basic diagram of conceptual
blending
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Figure 2. Baidu index keyword search trends of the term “Tafang”
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Table 1. The mapping between “Being a fan” and “Building a house”
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Figure 3. The blending between “Negative News” and “Tafang”
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Figure 4. The semantic network of “Tafang”
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