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Abstract

On December 26th, the journal “Excessive Wording” published the “Top 10 Popular Words” for 2022,
among which the term “nanie” frequently appears on various social media platforms. According to
corpus analysis, the existing definitions of this word are far more than those listed in the “Modern
Chinese Dictionary”, and different new meanings have been derived at different stages. This article
divides the evolution of the term “nanie” into three stages: ancient (Ming and Qing dynasties), modern
(1957~2017), and popular (2018~2022). During the evolution process, the frequency of use of the
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word gradually increased, and the overall semantic characteristics also changed: from the ancient
[+connotative] [+derogatory], through the transition and transformation of modern Chinese, it en-
tered the popular language and became [+willing] [+commendatory] [+high-level meaning]. By sort-
ing and analyzing the meanings of the term “nanie” in different periods, we can understand the cor-
relation and evolution path between the various meanings of the word, thereby better exploring its
evolution process from low word frequency to network high-frequency words.
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Table 2. The diachronic distribution of the meaning of “nanie” in modern Chinese
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of the evolution of the meaning of the word “nanie”
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