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Abstract

In Cantonese folk songs, onomatopoeia and mimetic words serve as distinctive artistic forms that
are used to convey emotions, depict scenery, and imitate sounds. The existing research has pre-
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dominantly focused on dictionaries and ancient texts. In contrast, the practical application of
these elements in modern language data remains unclear. Accordingly, this study examines mod-
ern Cantonese folk songs to explore the phonetic structures and pragmatic functions of onomato-
poeia and mimetic words. The data sets include texts such as Collection of Traditional Chinese Folk
Music in Guangdong, Guangzhou Folk Songs and ldogudngxinyiin, encompassing 212 words classi-
fied into 11 structures. The findings reveal that onomatopoeia and mimetic words are extensively
employed in Cantonese folk songs to vividly simulate animal sounds, human voices, and natural
sounds, thereby playing a pivotal role in expressing emotions. In the examined folk songs, the ABB
structure emerges as the most prevalent, followed by the BBA structure, whereas the sin-
gle-syllable A structure is less common. These distinct word structures are frequently utilized in
simple sentences such as sentences that omit subjects and other sentence elements. These struc-
tures significantly enrich the linguistic expression of Cantonese folk songs.
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1. 5|

FERBIEET, RS ENTE S FIBE, AESGE R W45 /5 5 ke 2
RIER BIEEA—TTEARORITS, Wl 7FARITZ 0%, #1717 (Onomatopoeia) i B A &
AR B FARRN G B . T T (Mimesis) U ERLOT B0 (F . RS S IARFE . 1285,
PSR B MR RN B RL R, E 2 (2012) % 5% 1 7 EAB 5 ) I S5 11 1] JE 45 f i AR
[1], ZEZE45(2015) M50 BT 7 A s BB X LS G 0 & 8IRF s [2]. Ak, THkTa(2016)/F 7t T BBl s
BRI R3], 3 (2017) AN B it £ (2022) X B B g AL A (11 ThREREAT T ERE[4] [5]. 5
Gb, AEESMART I, 5% T B A 1 25 SRR B2, Bauer (1997)#1 Flynn (2001)55 24 % 73
Bt 1 B eI AR 6] [7]-

SR, H BTG T B AE DL 18] FO9ULAS 18] IR 70 32 BEAE R /R AN ARSCHR 5 52, X eATE IARE R
W) SRR i AR DL AN TE T . [FIET,  X EEAE ROV R TR S T 3R A 32 B A A HOUR 1R A 1A 1) FR R
e BIEEA—METHREXFMAE, MAEE. B, LFEZ2MIESTER, BUFANERELGEX
PRI HAE B R () 3[Rl iz B A R E

PRI, ASHIE 7t DAL B ANBRUE (LA R AR« BVE ™ WE AR SCAS, 35 B 5 G B 15 40 75 ] FHDLAA ial 72
Y. NFEROTH U ST MR . BERZHMFAIETE P RSNCOR 5 R AESE
HFRRMOE, DLRAAIEDUSA SIS AR, 8B X m R IR A, A G H AR SR B
Pl TG R P R A, DA 7= 400 R ) FDL S 1A E BT R A & 7 3 S5 R SRR R ), e IRUE B Hb X
F & Z RSN -

2. BiE AR IRM R IR
2.1. A ERIRR S TE
EU R BE RERES ], ANGEQEEE). BE(CRE). WS E S S, W
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LS ] IFRE AR & T F A G — . BB “ RS B “FEH 7, @ TR E RS T
FOLEE, WahmnsE. BARRME S 208 TREMB S, 076 BB T fis 0/ & (R fE R
1982: 174) [8]. Mk W@ ARy ORI 7 B “ERm7 , B SO E FWEE. RSB
PREFAE, Flln, “ AR /wulzeot7zeot7” A MEEE . FAVIZRRE, EREFAXSIME. RS IRIFIE
FREAN AR (K 5% &2 1997: 73; BRMERR 2001: 16; #R442 2012: 16) [1] [9] [10].

PUFAE N IR AL SR R IE T30, SRR 183 & BRI A S 5 0ok R R SUNE 5
filhn, B 5% E(2014: 104-105)48 2N ARV K5 REH “ 07 55, 20588 A L
2R &7 5%, MEMS NKIEG RN “F7 53[11]. TR &7 TS & oA —
BT s AR SR, FRAR T W B IR IR, RISCTEI R 1 K ARG P A OC B IR ARURT RS 52 (Hk
% 1981: 134-136) [12]. XA KA T 2R FHWIE TR, BRRIMEBIRES 2T 5 RRHEKE
BEWFEORAS, TR T AL ARSI Bk, AR B 7525 5000 55 1005 A&
WL, JRER I X LRl AR B T A BUENE . RS IRRHE S 1z R AR T RE .

2.2. YRIABIZIARTES FHFHE

Bauer 5 Benedict (1997) % %540 75 1] A1 A 1] 1) & TR I REAEHEAT T IR AN AT[6] 0 ARAT T 5 2
—METFERIEE MBS, EEBFEMAMII.: L (Intensives) fl 5 7 % 15 (Onomatopoeic Expres-
sives).

1E “BRfe” KA, 5 =MEERSEME: ABB T, AAB AU AABB !, ABB A!HiiAlfR A fIE
SHERAEA ST BB AR, W “AFF” , WHTREMIFEE . AAB &Y B S MFAZNH AA J5H
PR 2R, n “ 22”7 (Bauer & Benedict 1997: 298) [6]. i M AL 4E L 25 1a] 4 “ BB 7 L il “HR
S5 Mgt “BILIL” S5 BREEE(1979: 453)4R t, A BEATIRS A iR 48 SR, T S EMRA S
RYERFUEF , FEAE A AR A bRk B = SCRUAS [R] B2 E I [13] 0 75 MdH, A iR &0 i 4elk
G, " LLRIEARFREEOREEA . . & 1981: 18; 1583 1983: 61; X/0FH 1994
52) [14] [15] [16], ftE4F(1980)HH Hi 1 /S 2 AT EANVAIRZ ] (AR L AR FI[17], B 28 £%(2015) U] 1IR3 s
112 AT e R S AR R R I (8 R 3 U R (2]

fE “RAERIE” KT, EERG J 2MEMEL, BREASEOET ) A—E(“PET ) A
PR “WEPNFE ) AA FE( “HEIGFE” ). AB —FE( “BIHE—75 7 ). ABAB ( “BEULEEIL” ). AABB ( “M
SIS 7 ) ABCD (I BLVb 7 )4 52 ABCD B R 7 4] 1 DU AS [R5 5 s, I — i FU A AR
b (B H4E 1980: 185; Bauer & Benedict 1997: 301-302) [6] [17]. T-i14(2016) 704 1 &iE A B3R (4
CHT” L CmT L CWET )RSl Ak I GRS RDE e i v Ay BRI R S, B SR B A R A R
Dhee[3]. JiI(2017: 99) A EE B 1% (PSRN oM, FEHAE R RN BN, SR o
Wi R R [4]. Hi%R £ (2022: 25)HF 7 T BB R+ ABB AL, BBA %Y1 ABC U [l A Rl fE L A . BRIRAE
BRETHMER, IESCEE @ P EEOANRRE, 8 TTFRSESR, WIS TR, 3hE
TSR AAE S o IR, LRI PR fEfE A B BRI ), X R g A = R % 1Y ]
BBV SRR AN 37 SRR, A Y B N A B R [5] . X LRI 5T A B AE FR DL 1A AU, A ] B8 3 TR A AE
Diedefit 7 21 Z% EIR R

DA A T s R 1 S AU A R AL 1A () S T A SR A AR R o 2R, BUA I 9T R AR R e
T B A ] B SRR T, U A B SRR S BN T R AR SR, X AT R A S B R O DA B 4
A SN RE IR A AR o G, A 2 EEE5 G F S 1) g BRI O SCAR AT 404, LR HAE Y
ARG S P B AR D e AR IR .
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3. ARAZ*
3.1. FAEEHR

AREF L (R EREFKMERT HRE) (2005). (T INRMEEKIE) (2007). (Z)HiE) (2016)%% %
BN FERR[18] [19] [20], e BRI [ 1 (1 00 75 1a] UL TR DB SO0 o R FE3E BRGNS LA
T LA 5 S R R RS R A . W R M AR AR TE  WR R S SRS, R
Y, DAKISEE/NAL SOR. R AR i

BT EE N SSCERA TR HEAR TR, KR ESHE T (7 MEIEE T (B0 E, 2002).
7 MMEPRHES L) (AT HRA Y, 1988)FIFELE A (BB S HCR ) 25, DAbric BBk
B S LA [21] [22] [23]. [, g5A A ARSCRR 2R BIRE A, B d Ak,

3.2. BUESGT

AP G A R VR R LS A ST EAT T, SR TR AL By C. D SERARICAN A R
%o Hrp, ARFR—MAR. —DNEWER, AARE—NER, S THISM, AB REH/NER.
PN TR, DL HE . BeAh, BB E T B S A A MR S A 458, W(AB) CC A, ABAB
. AABB %5, JLUGEE 212 AN, KR T 11 MORFE BRI GE R, BARRE RS L& 1 Frs .

Table 1. The onomatopoeia and mimetic words in Cantonese folk songs
# 1. BIERIESRHIUE AT

=i
i
i
|l
[1]
=

—HT A (1)

T AA (18) AB (8)

=N i) AAA (7) ABB (114) BBA (17) ABC (1)

VY& AABB (12) ABAB (1) (AB) CC (22) ABCD (1)

B R V2 FA S i RS AR s e 2, g, Sy, NSRS, R SR R R
VERIEMERS , DL EARBLR IS . A FUK S, £ 1 R 7 BB S F I 0%, i
OIS /zilzil” , FRNY R “VEVE/wonglwongl” . AXEMERE “HENE/olol” 2. BIERUEMIA T BBA H
LA, il 1 R SRS Y R <l /gulgul” . AR AE] 2 pEE NG A IO/ waalwaal” o [FIEFIEA ] 3
gl 4 fEFHLL “F 7 SRS, TR, WHEERYRESE, DR AT A=A RS &

5] 1 3BATF 2 054838, ¥ &8 AR KRR,

VTSR A, B E bk, (FFEF(H i)
B2 XRXE, LRgiTek, SBESHUE,

# RATHE, FHRRIRH, @RI IRAE. (B ¥83TEE)
) 3: F A ARy @R, FIEH I AT,

RF|—HFF B, EWIREEIKE . (K3212)
Bl 4: —FHREWEA, KRBT F.

JPAEIR I AR A, kAR B IR, (k& 4H)
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Bk

B 4 L T AFERIR R “ARAEY o (TNEIEE M) (2007) 0, “HERT HEREY
SC AR R EA. sebE. BB & TAR[21]. fELAL, R A R RO . AR R A
W “ B A /wulzeot7zeot7” B “SERER” . MAMEE. FAVISEROL. B 5 HZ 1B,
Uit HE B R R R R ORISR BT N A R . W /caat3” SR AR BT I A A
8h, A “HRH H/ngaansgamlgaml” JEA T ELUA MBI H AU, B NS HOIR M. AEDLE T, Xf N
o “IREE” , B “IREEANENFREMEATRM” .

BiE RSSO E RS BIEEEOR. o, 0075 8 AL 7 5 T s i
INHE, 0 CORFERT . CORMIm” O CEPERET . “EAA7 . REEIEL IR M “E7 i
B, REMEEL: T AR RO .

] 5: BMEIR BRI, FI—TFHAK.

R E AN, HY LT (B5kH)
Bl 6: AFAERAA, FREAFHAE.
Ptk bR, FREERM A, (T #dk Rk 3T

Bl 5 ) “UEY WIS RFF7 , fd 7 s SRS A EA D S R Z RO 5 . & <R
F/lok4fudfud” AIREIRE gl « “AM0) I “HGMEZIOR, ATRRF Rl “ORF7, il &E T
AT 748 EMeltth, 7E4] 6 Y “ 2RV /lok6toudtoud” T T-37s AT THE R B R KR SR O,
B R R R B R AN A .

FEBAE P AFAERIE WU AT, tein “ SR hei3cek3cek3” o ] 7 fEEH] T “ AU A
SRR T /NMZR ISR S IeAh, TR RIAAIRR B R O E, I HEERET . “HTETRE” .
A%y . CTHBERET . IHEE” A

B 7. ARR, A, HRFRG, MBIk A,

BARF, #akde; A78, IAZ, B0, I KA. (ALRK)
%8 RRAALWEZ, BERREAEE.
BFHEWIEE, LFELEHEN . (3t B #=HK)
5 9: HEREATHE R, AL DALY,
LA A, AR T EEE. (tizer B+ 5 %)

il 8 {11 “VHIETE/leoibfeilfeil” AEBNHIINL: T MGG AT ARG B . “TR/feil” FRIL T IHKM
W KIEE, RALT (RERD) o “HEB%R, BRSS WS, mdESEY R, 4G
TRERCR, B TIHAARNE FHAEE, FE TIESERE, MEFLIE T AMITERR S BT 2 i il
whi. 9 fER “IHZr % /leoibfanifanl” % T ik R SLRET BB RIAE O . “Yy/fanl” FEE)
HuRRIL T A2 TEK IR, SR TIHKIBERRIESL M, IRZMEIE T AT O IR A R . SRR
RTFEA A% . HUUEEMKAME S CIFET

BRI AR R L T SO I R AR s R 2 R, R SO T R R X (A T s R R
I ARARIE RS A, BRI T

) 10: ALk, R, Sateh, HARHR, RS, B4R, CBREKAARTRK, RERFRRE, WM
Brif)a, #mI KB m, WHHFRBR AR, WA BeRMAT, TR IEAT. + B B4R AT R 3.

(A AR F)

#] 11: ABCD, X3k# R, iEAEZ|, Rk BB (KKk%R)
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HikE

15 10 J3 “AMRMTHTESR D7 R R A S ZE AR R R, ML EIEIRE, - REFENE
ORI R SE 2, RN RS 7 AT BRI AN . 0] 11 T 1 9€ AR IR A UE SEB Hl A (0 57
ISR T B eSSBS Ol BE BIRIEH 1T HCT R, flln ABCD RIERAFREFENES, BB £on
R 5 o oxt B LA T R 1 YRR o A AR RAE (SR I “BB Y Hahin] “mc” A& T AR I T
peAh, RIEHIE I 7 ARG AR, mR N (SR R ) AN N R 2RI (A A B
FERLEI ), MUV EIR S RRIE.

4.2. ZRER

BAERGET, AR E AR, CE TR b7 o TERE R AA BRI
HEN, AP R AR S, Hoh, =& WEHHE WA mIEXAA + i/ 250/3)
i), HRIZHPPREMNBIAT NEnE, DUIOANOB A +BB). 3hA(3hiE + BB). FiH (%1
BE +BB)MEAIN(AA + BB). LI MK 4R ABB 7. BBA %I, ABC %, (AB)CC %!, AABB #%%
A5 .

1) ABB 7

#]12: Q4T AHBE T, #RAERMGE.

BINRR S, —i5Ei g, (GCREi)
#13: REREHEER, Eriffidm.

THEEE R, R EITIEARER, (#KE2)

il 12 ) “FJEIE/jitetoultoul” FSRIZZStHE FOM AR I #E I 1, Hrf “IE/toul” HiRig. iR
B, “9EE” , MAAEEME S W AR, BEAEY o W BT MUSURTERRN KB T
FEF7, TERVGHE ZER KA . 74h,  GERTARZID) A “sEn, ETIREHK, DIES
Fo 7 I TIRG UK, SRR, Bk, 987 wTEENE . R . EEIERES, O CRER”
KA LE AR INE B3 1H . RUNDUER AN " (28 A ) & .

Bl 12 fF F “ w5 /loudcoud” S PIE A K. fE BB, F MRS I VA g 1A
/coudcoudbai3” (FEWDF AT ) fliid R b B R B S IR, [ 13U 1R “ 55 A /loeng6zinglzingl” .
WF W7 NERT, BHEXFER, N=H, ®rRbRZE EMAEEERNNKS.

) 14: LyisERmE A, EYEALE E L,

CHENBTRAE L, A5 R (F %)
#] 15: Jit Ay, ML, THR*KADEI.
B H5 SUMAF, — &k TRA. (it k)

%) 16: 2B, AKEDE, I, IFHE.
FIFRE, fjKiTE, ZBHEF), HKEDVHE.
ZARRE, BFRGFAEE, (BB

i 14 HEEAAG BT 4 L RYES S, IS T “ IRTa %/ leSkeidkeid” —ia, BEFEML VLA
“ i siudkeidkeid” , FRIKFEFE, NFIH “Hilkeid” A, HERR BT ERATA. Bl 15 W5 T ET
T B2 355 B il 5 ks b B AR 3757, T big fl “ TiDRW/ding2gwaalgwaal ” —a], JF 2% Sl B
GFRPIRAS . Horfr,  “Wl/gwaal” #4517 EE RERGIY RS, SRR T R A &, dmiA
OO . f 16 #5 TSN, 5 LA TR, I “ AU /hei3coudcoud” — A,
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AT RPRES . Horb,  “i/hei3” TRE RN, S0 7 (FRIFB)ML G, ST
INZES), 1 AT DA b MR 52 21 9 W48 S0 5ty ok 16 JRl 2R

2) BBA %

B 17 BRI HIREA, A A —feF =R,

BE| KRLLIREE, BINATET AL, ()
#)18: FIRARFTE, HHEEHEE k.

VAL T ALK, AR ke g T A )
] 19: MAMF, ILILF, FLI, FILE. (3547

1 17 $85 7 4% LA B KU A BT 25 115 5%, A 1Ok Bk e /tamdtam2zyun3™ 50 ok ik e K A

we Hrh, “pk/tamd” —EBE R DME SRS ORI SCAT B 9 shia 2 os g f: [ e s .
%%,ﬁT%W@ﬂ,Wm“tﬂuu%”,%u%ﬁmﬁxﬂﬁi\%ﬁWﬂmﬁﬁo

1 18 455 I =5 o BT R F) 52 0 [F) 2 7 L KK — AR DR B, A T M/ waal " RIERUKAE . B
19 f “WLILI/geilgeiltaid” A AXSHIMEIU A . Horpr,  “Ul/geil” TS ERMMAE, “H” ZHBHE
BB s . X BBA R AR AE iR R AEhE B L “OFT . “WE” AR, AL T3
Yo, SRR AR T IS AR R

BeAh, BAERE D WA & SRR, il 20 T “win/pan3pan3” I LIEA R “E& 7 K

TR AR IS NE S IR T
#)20: @ RIR, "RRAE, A EHEHATIRE
MIT—#HL =0, WELEH®E, (& KIR)

“Mt/pan3” JE SRS WA, AL AR AU, SRELT RERSRmE, W <A
L NATTR R KR #A, RS2 BRI AR o 17 15 ¢M“%ﬁ”Lﬂ$§m TR SR,
FERCT U R, B T O A O 75 3 o XA 5 s DR X L RE ik, s T

NSO R B S
3) ABC
) 21: 114007 Loiy B 4h, 35 IR E B 9k,
e B3, Aot A e (£ 3 %)
Bl 21 M FE R N “NT 240 /dingldongl hoeng2” o IX N EEAE DL A 5 IE R T 2
/dingldanglxiang3” AHFE SR, HEEKAZER. EDOES, “IT2407 B 7 IBA 5 5 Wi i,

AL R RN TS . Hor, W “IT7 BRgET, RoneBGisES, m " waEET,
FORAE R Hie Ebﬁf, EAE “OEMFEEY/jiljilaalaal” FRANZTHIER A S, BARSIOE “HP
WEIFIF lyilyiyalyal” K& A FiAE, HE SCHIE .

WAk H A S S S SR IR, W ¢ g G WS B /zilzilzaalzaal” . ¢ B R
/zilzilzamlzaml” . “B{IRIR/zidzidzamdzam4” | “HEEEIRIR /zing2zing2zamdzam4” , FSRIE /N
YiE . TIEIAAIEEE .. B ER PR B =AM ABC B, HATRA N
/dingldonglhoeng2” —Fi.

4) AABB %!

1] 22: AR, Bk, ZHRKREE K,
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HikE

TRRERKRE, SRR T EE), (ARR)
123 £LE, AN, T RFE LK,
AR, B R AR AL (EEI)
Bl 24: UrdF—&F, RUshaRAL.
— A A R SLHE, oo ool AR (BARIEAALGEAR)
] 25: BHRAR, 2 EW, BEERINIEEIE,
LF P E, DA MR E, (%)

AABB R 1] SR AR 15 23 i, 1 22 1 R IEIE/lingllingllongllongl” RiIA T U5 G
BT AA E . BR T T LA 458/ lingllongl” IXFERT AB BUZER, IE AT LA “MAs/laangl laangl”
AR U, 51 23 [ “448MERE/lingllingldongldongl” X R . 1] 24 ik T S EERIE
ARESIER R, Db [ WSz R EAE, T« e b ivb/coudcoudcaau2caau2” K “/coud” TR
B ZEL,  “Pb/caau2” BEA A EME AR AL AL, WAV, RS A L

AABB RIS W VAR 2250 25 1) “HB W BRIR” , FRIEAE “ M BB RER” o 54, <%
/mat6” B LA HABSCE R R BT T /matbzatlzatl” . “ %% JE /matbzatlzatl” 55 ABB BULERY . BRI
/maalmaal” [ WAL VR “WFFR/je6maalmaal” , RRAFHIG . AEH BEEHPIRAS .

5) (AB) CC %!

#)26: @ = LEKIEE, —iBBHAER.

MAEZNG A, HERRILIHRE. (Rizim)
5] 27: HEANZIEILE, EHEMAKRE.
Lk amb, HoAB LA, (LKE)

(AB) CC A4 HA #U s AL O E 75 3L, Horb(AB)FR A & RISl Bl 26 5 T A = th IR K 1)
“VRiF/cungd cungd” SIUIETE) %A TRE/ling2ling2 cong2cong2” FEFE EME, (BREAR. WFE
“YRlcong2” BT IRAE T, WTIE BRI T KBIER, 1 “iFicungd” WIBLA; 1K RS AE & D H A
(1996) 1) (EiE[FEF T EEITA)) Fai,  “I/cungd” FHITH405 7K (1) A5 35 AR K R RESR ([24], p. 53).

il 27 % 173 ARV I, Hop R TSI “ BB 7 SRTE A R I — A i
BHEE. X5 (FRE - DIE) | “BFEof/ RN, ZEEVCRME” MEBRAHEEL. NG ES
FH) (2007) P HRH,  “FE/toud” For “OUIEPUR” BOE X ([21], p.83), T (EE ML) (1967)H 2,
“Bebe” FRonE R AE([25], p. 269). X AL 7 BRI T LR A 2 SCHEFITE G4 AL, IR T
PR AMER I E .

5] 28: A ARB M, SFEITE P,

M EREFFUA0IT, FIEFE A i atn. (i FAK)
1) 29: ARG E4630, FREIGEILEL,
FF LB HIK, KB ERIED, (% 21t)
#)30: RKRAMILS F, —HALKIRAR.
LEFKEMRE, HSYIHRAN, (Hsih)

1 28 ML “Ot” RaET, REODLT. bR, B FREMMNS T IIGHENE LS. Ot
o7 BB ERAERMM TS AW TR EPRES, Fon ARR00. AT EishifE. #]29 #5
MIAXSEHIER T, B TFHE T BRI LS. K, “f/jime” 287, mEMEHAmR, &
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ARG BRI . ] 30 0% 7 WS 6 K MR TV RLIN N 2O RIS 5 3 “ N7 FoRFEMHPIRER
SR I B JE A L a0, I AR /sim2sim2ling3” S5 a4 FH SR 22 I IN KO, J@7R T (AB)
CC MHJE RIS RIB KRS Rl

5. &g

A SO AT BV P 130 1] SRS TR A T IR T, B BB R IAE R . NS R R
HEET MR BRI, SRR ARSI AR R AR N, ST sy . A
ISR . RE SR S 55 ERmE e, LUK HARM XS . A ADKAESE . [N, XS E0RER
R E R RSB O IMEE MG, HURSNORZ 5, RIAAES S REF RSB,
IR 5 R 21 .
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