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Abstract

This study classifies and compares 34 international organizations based in China, by taking their
official websites as the research targets and medium of investigation. It is found that the practical
value of the Chinese language in use is not fully reflected in the international organizations in-
itiated and promoted by external multinational representatives. There are some differences in the
use of the Chinese language among these organizations in different fields and at different times of
their establishment, reflecting the underlying factors such as the scope of the international organ-
izations’ audiences, the geographical characteristics and the national comprehensive strength
represented by the Chinese language. By outlining the “portraits of international organizations
that are most likely to use Chinese”, this study concludes that the use of Chinese in international
organizations in China is still limited, but there is also plenty of space for development. In order to
improve the use and presence of Chinese in international organizations in China, this study sug-
gests: accelerating the construction of a high-quality mechanism for cultivating and transferring
talents for international organizations; actively leading and participating in the creation of new
international organizations and attracting more influential international organizations to move in;
promoting relevant research and forming a mechanism for investigating the use of Chinese in the
official websites of international organizations, to promote the user experience and expand the
scope of the audience in the Chinese version of the websites.
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Figure 1. Analytical framework for the choice of official lan-
guages in international intergovernmental organizations
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Figure 2. Analytical framework for Chinese language
use in international organizations in China
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Table 1. Sample information on international organizations in China
1 FREEFRELSHARER

YEpr el Ko 124 YERE eS| Ko kb
1990 4E 2 H 6 17.65% 241 5 14.71%

BT 1990~1999 4 8 23.53% ZHFA 3 8.82%
i} ) 2000~2009 E 11 32.35% R 7 20.59%
2010 &4 9 26.47% KIC gl H 21 7 20.59%

Jent 22 64.71% AR IR 4 11.76%

kg 4 11.76% PR IT i R4 4R 3 8.82%

] Hi 2 5.88% SEATEHR 5 14.71%
oA (18 =L R BT ) 2023 10 29.41%
}/”ﬂ{g%gﬁj?l%m) ° Lo H AEBUR [E] 227 24 70.59%
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Figure 3. Classification of international organizations in China based on the use of the Chinese language
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Figure 4. Distribution of international organizations in China in different categories based on Chinese language use
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el ARHIE TSR [18], A2 ARBF AR FAE I3, SR TEER “MEM L BmiiE s TH; Mt AR
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T EPRAL(14 A, 41.18%), LR AR A SCH Sh REVE S R P9 R B EE PR AL A (1L A,
32.35%0) AEFEA AL L A 44K 1 (73.53%), XA 22 5 R M I EL S WU E 2 IR A7AE — 58 IR A FE R I
—— DRSO T, P SN AEIEFORHK: Rt AR 2 EARR SOl AnHEh (1 [ PRl e, s
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