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Abstract

Part-of-speech labeling is an important task in dictionaries, and the accuracy of part-of-speech
labeling directly affects the quality of dictionary compilation. The labeling of typical nouns and
verbs is relatively easy, but there is a significant controversy over the labeling of concurrent
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words. The labeling of concurrent words has always been a difficulty in dictionary compilation.
This study uses a corpus as a research tool and selects the controversial word “Cao Zuo” for word
class recognition as a case study. It examines the interpretation of the word “Cao Zuo” in existing
dictionaries and preliminarily determines its word class. At the same time, combining the usage
patterns of the word “Cao Zuo” in the corpus, further determining the part-of-speech processing of
the word “Cao Zuo” through methods such as collocation and class connections, attempting to accu-
rately label the part of speech of the word “Cao Zuo”. Research has found that “Cao Zuo” should be-
long to both nouns and verbs in Chinese, and dictionaries should treat it as a noun-verb hybrid word.
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Table 1. Comparison of part-of-speech labeling of the word “Cao Zuo” in Chinese dictionaries
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Table 2. The distribution and frequency of part-of-speech in the corpus of the National Language Commission for “Cao
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Table 3. The noun corpus and its grammatical function of the word “Cao Zuo” in the corpus of the National Language
Commission
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Table 4. The verbal usage and grammatical function of the word “Cao Zuo” in the corpus of the National Language Com-

mission
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Table 5. The frequency of common class connections of the word “Cao Zuo” in the BCC corpus
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Table 6. The total frequency and common grammatical functions of the common class connections of the word “Cao Zuo” in
the BCC corpus
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