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Abstract

Influenced by a personal feminine, Liang Xiaosheng articulates his criteria for evaluating the per-
fect woman in his seminal work A Lifelong Journey, depicting an ideal female world characterized
by knowledge, profound love, resilience, and a strong moral narrative standpoint. From the point
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of view of narrative mode, Liang Xiaosheng is keen to use the narrative mode of times, marriage,
character, ending, occupation, class and so on as a weapon to shape female roles. The characters
Zhou Rong and Zeng Shan exemplify these narrative modes as they respectively embody the ideal
woman who is free-spirited and romantic like a “mountain ghost”, and the non-ideal woman who
relentlessly strives for upward mobility like a “loach”. Furthermore, the portrayal of these female
roles provides evidence of still prevalent in Liang Xiaosheng’s depiction of an ideal female world.
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