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Abstract

The approximate time word refers to a type of time word that represents an uncertain quantity of
time. There are abundant approximate time words in the Miao language, which can be divided into
short-term, long-term, long-term, and frequent approximate time words. Approximate time words
have semantic ambiguity, manifested in the length of time and the boundaries between time
words. On the basis of objective time length meaning, approximate time words integrate the sub-
jective meaning of the speaker, forming a semantic duality of subjective and objective perspec-
tives; In grammar, some approximate time words can be modified by adverbs, while others cannot.
Approximate time words can also serve as complements and adverbial components of sentences.
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