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Abstract

With the improvement of China’s international influence, more and more Chinese enterprises
choose to develop abroad, and English shareholder letters are an important bridge for enterprises
to communicate with overseas readers. By using the Rhetoric theory and corpus method, this pa-
per makes a comparative study on the distribution and rhetorical features of metadiscourse in the
letters to shareholders of BYD and General Motors, so as to help Chinese enterprises understand
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the translation needs of the letters to shareholders, build an authoritative image and attract
overseas investors.
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1. 5|

BEE LT ERAC R R, ORI 1 A E H T g Wi 51 AR e Bs A, KRR EIE
AIEE PR e S P . fiut, & RMVIFIRILE SRl A & DT R . kit TR & (LT A
PR CSR i )2 AV ARYE B 5 5K B IEAATN, EEF AL S A RSER B AL VT BAT AR B A A 2
PAEB 5. BEAE AR SE A R AR AL 2 TR A 2 A% 4%, CSR R iy B N — Bk (1], %
J F A 8 AL T CSR TRk 5y, Ak CEO SLE R AN N4 SUS BB KA R E (G, & “n
"] CSR Hhipe @ iR B Z B 7 [2]. EAEN CSR HhANAT B — 87y, R M AL A 7]
IEHTERKMER, RN E AL A BRARAZA . WIS E R R R EE M. CSR IFkM
BUBLARAE, HITAEAER H 0 SN SR MR & SO A e, A IR S, R
Kito (HH BT B ARG KW VA RR, EEB RS8BT EAME BRI R[4] [5]15 )
T, 0 TR AT SRR — Te i iR AL R TE L [6], PRIBAR SOR o 954 W] B SO AR B A
TEIREARSE ST, PRI IEAE RS I A DL S AB REASAE, 35 B B4 LT AR T AR
ZFOCIRE I AT, LR T O F AL EUB AR S B OV, SR miEIEOROR, DU A [ Al A B b
ESIEMIE S T H, UAE PR ot g, S 5 B K 7 2R A3 Ao lb B A T B [ A4 i
IR

AT e Tl B HEUBR S I EE, R VR IR BUB R 5 RoeimiBE (AR FL, SR e BRIk iR
LR FITEI UL B 2 ST R AT 18, Sn AT S 4

2. kiR

ITECAER,  JOIE TR EAS [ AU K 0t 5T & T i AT, SR E T e imiB R R P E A, e R
HWHEHE L. MEBIEE SR 2 X REEFR, & “CEMBHETBREEN” o 8EE 7 TiEE,
At e AR SCE KA FEE S AR E B, B0 T 5 /A R S PR A A A RS I E I [7]. S T H E M,
TCIETERE T2 N T 2 AN S0 8008024 v o 1 5 2 S ARTE B U, B W 22 0[BT T 0 1 1 44 1A HEAT (R BIE A«
HYCGRABARIESIR, 40 Le [9], Khabbazi-Oskouei [10] Tt (I CIHERTF7T; ) A2 0 55 h 1k, #7%
[11]53 8 1 A B (R 4RAT AP 7 R4 T 9 SR BT T eI 1B AR 1 T 1) 40 A RFAE

R ARIENEN CSR i s bl ey — R &, HAg A e R b, RA—EMBAHE, Hiicmh
AL R R PO AR F V8, WOLIERTE R &ogit. @4 ik, BRI EA RERETHURAR
EIF S IERE L. a0, Jones [3]RFA FJE B I HLIFIN K B AR AE B AT SeME 2 18] 96 R IR 1T, A 58 nl 134
ZERI RIFI Db, SR ARG E BA. 2 )5, Hooghiemstra [4]F1 Poole [5]4& B AV 2 i 2
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F R

BB AR T A 5 RS AT REML SR R AV U2 TS R AR A D T B IR 5 B 0, (B AEARIE IR
B, o AR T AR AN IR E, BRI B H 1 51T L4854 Huang A1 Rose [12]# 70k EE
1A ERAT AE S BRAT AT B SCEUR ARG AE 51 3 R B S AT A A A DO s WA R AN 2R R T [6]
i B R, X Se 1T Ak SR AR AE T o IE i IR FARSAE & L SEBL B fe DhREEAT 1 B

g

PAERZ 2 el B BB ARG & BT, A a7t BT 3 25T AT A 1T Al X iy A4
X HARAT M B R A5 B T L2 i LR A S [ il BUBARAE B LU 7T . DRI, ASORg e
A A SO RS RT TR B S & 0T, W iliE £ P 2 BOR 5 T I A 1 oL g de Thae,
Bl e B il 1 88 5 B AL TS5k ) B DA R BUBR (B B R0, DU o [ Mk £ [ B AR ST AR MR Al
Mk G, R B G EOR B BB N H .

3. IBRER R MR %

A SCRTR R RL 7 3R B B i A F YR 4 A BB R B9850 CSR. il VA4 A Rl I3 SC CSR AL
Pt F) 2018 47, WltdiE T 2018 & 2022 UK ARAE o AHSIHE, bE T E 23 7] A B A s 0X AU I EUR RS
(R T ARFERT B R B R I — B0k, R T Id A =] 2016 %8 2022 U AR 15 - 7E3KHL PDF ik CSR
i 2 J5, ERHUCH R A BUR A5 38 4 B 4y word A% 30, Bl N TR 36 b o al s kb E TR R
1 txt #5530, % LOMBERIEAG R

Table 1. Basic information of the corpus of BYD’s and General Motors’
shareholder letters

F 1 LEIafB AR FERAEENENEMER

BT 3tk AR A
TERFHL 4555 4932
R 1170 1385
KT 25.69% 28.08%

ARSCATR 142 Hyland I GTEE 70 RHESE, W4 I01E T 20 B N RK[13] — R SCARE B A GIEIE,
RES| S EEEIREAL R, g E S R S EE . PRl iEriciE. HE
ZARRICTE . WIBRRICTE . SHEARICIER MR CIE . R ARESH A GIEIE, HFEIERZ BREEA
WEZ MR ER, RIEEENSE, BiFRES5MED). HTRaHEEMIE. BHE. S
. HIREMA AR CTE . BARE BALE 2,

AR A Hyland [131#R 4L o iR 1B/ R 7%, 4/ AntConc 4.2.0 fEW/MERIEHZ R, JFitH
R REAN RS 2R B R R A TG U 1 R A A B

Table 2. Examples of metadiscourse classifications and their subclasses

F 2. IEED X REFRAIRGI13]

SOARAE B LIRS %4491
A EARCE in addition; but; thus; and
MEZEFRICIE finally; to conclude; my purpose is
W FRICIE noted above; see Fig. in Section 2
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Continued

FHEFRCTE

fE R bR TS

PN RER=IEiCh e
R

SERCHE

A AIRCTE

according to X; quote; Z states

namely; e.g. ; such as

24

might; perhaps; possible; about

in fact; definitely; it is clear that

unfortunately; | agree; surprisingly
I; my; we; us; our

consider; note; you

4. BER5TVHL

4.1 BERARERTEENSHER
B RLEE 20 8 fF AntConc 4.2.0 2 R el it 0 A i 0L, 31 B fn ok 3.

Table 3. Distribution of metadiscourse in letters to shareholders of BYD and General Motors

3. BB AR ERRAREFTIEESHELR

Ll 3 3kt HARS
Lk H TC TR E H 4 b AL i ICIEE E b
AR B SEiHE 338 71.8% 325 68.6%
AR TS 297 63.1% 272 57.4%
FELL PRI IS 28 6% 44 9.3%
W FRICIE 0 0 0 0
SHEFRICE 0 0 0 0
fREREFRIC T 13 2.7% 9 1.9%
N R Ei T 133 28.2% 149 31.4%
R 14 3% 20 4.2%
TRIAE 31 6.6% 31 6.5%
SEAMCE 2 0.3% 13 2.7%
HigiE 70 14.9% 43 9.1%
MAFRICIE 16 3.4% 42 8.9%

W 3 R, LI AE IR A R BURARE T, TR TE R 471 F0 474, Horpsr
AR H RGO AR & T N bR B B e iEiE, I B AR e AR ARBL,  #BA AR AR 1015 A S HIEAR
1038, HAEZARICE ISR D, R VR 2R SR AR A I HESEFR 10 15 AR L IR 5, ZE2
3%, MAL, P REREARICTE IR EE D, T I 2 AR IEE, 3 TR S A ) 50% A .

PR A A B ARG, AR B iEE 5 Bl & JeiE 15 S AT 28.2%F1 31.4%, X FITE R [11] 1T
FRBE > — 8, B ESUR RS NS BB iEE 5 30% 78 47, HA ST 7 BUR A A5 %t 7 5
S RIGE AR, HRBACT I 20%A 47, XAl AEIRT A SCATUSCEE 1 1B Rk b JR R S 801 . LT i
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BUBR S TP B B 3h BT TR AR B AR A P 0 2D — 28, AFARLEXT & 738, BR B4RIEAM SR IE
b, ol 3 AT, EIBOHIE . SEARCEMA ARG, HIMPTEa AR E > TEREL
A X 58 1] E SR ARAE  om 3 2 TR A B B

4.2. BRFEPTIEFEOSTIIEE

W A 2O B R R AR AR R — ) BB AT U 77 U — R e ). Al = AR X i
R, BUERPEVRGE . AR URE MG BORE . 1o, BRI (logos) & % T 1R W A AT HGE BT, 1EH I
A Z UGS B T RENS A B 51 3 BRSO A B IR R RO AL, B “BEZ DAERY s K,
N VR (ethos) i ¥ 15 A2 A & AE UG TR 5 TR TR L M IS BUBIR AR TE B, 4R i R —MB AN ER R
FENG, BB PRI RIS &G, 15 EVRE (pathos) & LASZ A O REAT 3, R INTZ IR Z
s S5k, EHERZ NI “3h2 U7 [14]. X ZFPRg 0 Seil i Za e 8aEiE, mioiEiEAs
URES S EE BME R A, ESEME SRR WA, EREFREOEEH SEF KRR, kT
LB, JeiEiE R —E U, SR 7SR ARG X FE R A — € RARBIER o

4.2.1. IBHIFE

PR BRI SR, U IRAD AT U IR A B A, B R SR A A, AR
HAGCIEE T REHAE T bt 1ZE ARG 15 T8 B o BRI EE R B, DR SEEE R (1
Hit. WHoeRIL, HBUEVRE EZE T LM R LI

R AR IO IE . B AE L3 RE YR ZE A FE T AR AR, ARSI S DAIE I S ok
HFERATEMEELR, 5| B B EE AN 2O E S . B 1 Aifl 2, DEFRICHE in
addition 51408 5 5., BIRIRNHTR R M SCRFRIHEAT, JR A RO B 1 RS B S e, kRS &
T FR R 1 = B A A

4] 1: In addition, it achieved the commercial operation of the world’s first Sky Shuttle demonstration line, contributing

effective solutions to global air pollution and traffic jams. (3 & BYD)

4] 2: In addition, we support further dialogue on continued EV research, EV infrastructure investment and federal in-
centives. (kA GM)

FRORAEARICTE, TERY TIER RS IR LA s 4 75 1i, Ban first. then BLA now
. B 3 IR, T ENE IR R RO E K, M G T S T, BT ORER
O IR SO0 T RGBS AR . T 4 PRERoR, DUERAN =B, U H
HERET R R AH, SCEG I XA TS RE NS T B T ] T B AR A 2 B AROR I AR
Ji Tl

%] 3: As the country with the largest vehicle production and sales in the world, China is now deeply affected by troub-
ling issues caused by a sharp increase in car ownership and an extremely fast urbanization process, resulting in serious pollu-

tion and urban congestion problems. (3k & BYD)

4] 4: Our first plant, in Ohio, is producing cells now, and a second plant in Tennessee will be operating by the end of the
year. ((k i GM)

G RERICTE, ARSI G 1F 3 R DR 1 R e IS B . B sl 5 a2 ik 1tk
P A DT, b BT AR AR LG AR s, BB T ) 6 s 41 B L v )
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WA B AR G A H AR E R R IR, ks BN R GRS, DA IE R EA R 38 3k 77 .

4] 5: BYD allowed green technology to benefit the world, and solved the issues confronted by mankind such as energy

crisis, air pollution, traffic congestion and industrial transformation. (3 & BYD)

1) 6: Technologies such as Cadillac’s hands-free driver assistance system, Super Cruise, are stepping stones to fully

autonomous vehicles. (& & GM)

4.2.2. Ni&iFiE

NHE VRIS EEGRRET U RN E BT (0 R R RS S SRR RS bR A5 1 i 25 ) — MR Tleidh
JE BT B, DABERAE B0 FLAE e, BEME smif s M R . WAL, W EURAREEE A
RURIE TTBRBOR AR B A SR 3T . BORIE DL ABRICTE A B 4815 .

BRI . (R AT OB SRR RIAIIE R WA EE, WG — D EEI AR, g
R IR 77 . e, 5] 7 Ff) 8 HSAEBIBRATE never kR BN 0 FAT TE BE 1) H € FIRE, [l BRI
TUREFEANE, BAEEATIME, R S (5%, H, @R 3 Rt A B, L im A E
IR BUBAME A s 3 A — 20, RIS #RARHE € B O e, T/ B 5 B 15 B0 AR .

4] 7: Driven by a strong sense of responsibility, BYD has never thought of giving up in spite of hardship and setbacks.
(& & BYD)

] 8: Our journey to a more sustainable, electric future has never been more important than it is today. (& & GM)

HGERME - £ BUBAAE 8 TSR T ARG ROA F R MR e vk, ORI 135 T s 11
WA E AR . B 9 | FHBORE approximately Kl e RIA F CRUE YR, (5 R A 25 ms
s, RIFIEE MK, WML 53 LT 5. M 10 FrAf BB E could B R RIE B &1
W, WUSKPAEOLN 5, SEER AT V2N, MEEE, bRES TR, XM T
Tt R o

1) 9: It realized an annual delivery of 740,000 vehicles and approximately 604,000 new energy vehicles, ranking first in

the sales of new energy vehicles in China for 9 years in a row. (k § BYD)

4] 10: The program could put more than 7 million long-range EVs on the road while reducing CO, emissions by 375
million tons over current levels between 2021 and 2030. (3 & GM)

RJE RN AFRICIEM B 17T, (FE W] DU X AR R & SRV TR R . AT, W
K d BUBR G TP & A BRI APRICR, (H SR ARG A AbRidiEa > T @R s o F
1, BIREHHEZ FEAREAR, JHE we Flour. HHILATH, oS BRI, H2 M
RO BIE. EEAN, TR E B4R A F R R Y ARRICTE, SR ) A
i, WG T ZENNER, EEHPEEHETEZ.

4.2.3. 1BRIFE

TR M BRI RE P th A R R MR, XA R S A I — MRk, — BT,
VEF 2B B AN, 5 —LeR RV TR RO B IO R, AR E S 5. A
WURTE, VRIS EIEE DL E L BRI, AARRICHE . SEARCIE AR G T RiE
T IRYFIE -

HRASEARCTE . SFEFMCIE E 2RI 7 AEE X TR e F R B3R CE . @k 3 WL
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L L M 3t AT R4 2 W) B BB AR A AR T S FEAR D TR (R AR R4 2 W BURAR A5 R i A A
RIS LE Wl BUBAR(E 2 6 fif, (HEERED), BRW RGN VT IREER A AW E. HE2E
FERRCTE AL N T gk e SiE 2 B iR, B if el T AR i — M S EARil, EERMEma
MTHOEP I KR, SCBUERIRE . Bk, HEI SRR E AR, BT e 2 bR
L, KRB GINEESHEX N EE, TEANTELRFNAFRIEER, ARSI 5 .

BRGNS . A APRCHE T ARG ROR S 0 2R 2, RE s B VKR, 1
EERE. BeAh, FRIEGE MR SIERE R IFBIE A S S A7 30 B 11 o S R R
SIEEE LR, RIS SR RE Y, B, (%R, w12 A4 ARG you BHECSKE
WLES SHES, EMMEWR. @d%E 3 kKM, EHREARKBUBRAE B EEELERCE, EEY
B RS AN BBl . SR EE V3 A BB AR AG Hh AN H we A1 our SXESEEARIRN, AN HIE R N AR H
SETELARRUENE, AT ZiIEERESY, MiE L, 0HKEBRBIFAREL, BT 1 ER 1
KL

%] 11: How can cities continue to grow without tackling the congestion conundrum? (3t § BYD)

4] 12: 1 invite you to learn more about what we are doing in this report, which follows established GRI Standards that

comparably and credibly measure and assess our impact in several areas. (k § GM)

A S AL, BB RS AR KRR BT A g AME S AL XA, (ER AR SRR
B AFRCE T HEA AL, FEREE R P IEHEEIERE . SEARCERN 1 E & i
Gy N, A AARCTE N2 EFR 5 E SINER 2 H, 2R IXPIR R ICIR R s S it g (5 5 i
Z IR, e KR 7T .

5. &g

BEE T EAFRREAERE, MSIGEZHIRSELE, M ERERTT R MEE K. BURRGEEN
P IEE TR, RMILIHET SRR RIFE R EZ TR, FHcifiEmB st a A Thio s
A MR A IR AR, ARSI S, (et il i K.

ASSC BRI A EG P 3 A8 VR A R SRR AE B IR AE, A3 418 PR AE BSOS
HRGCIEEH NP a3 Rt 2, HidEdmicifia Tae it s, JLUoEaRE, K3V IEREE
PERIBUEAE ;B Il BUB AR (S b S BEAR ISR M A PR ICTR 20 Tl AR E A F M BURAR(E, M sk
MR PR 5 B MBS, AR TGRSR FEE . MERE MDA H, B A REE
AN SEBL 3 AR, BOUU TR A QTSRS A EF . WREEIE .. BU™ M B SEARIE R, JER ST
WHEZHHE. Tl M BURRE E R AR S, WAL B R R, Sb A ABS, AR
TR AT B . I, PR BB AR A5 A B B A R o BT T AR S AR SO R R S
158, DASERF 060 7 il A X v 5 75 ORI, DAEAEAI AT O b S SO RS ) Ak T B, AT
WK HES S

SE ik
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