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Abstract

Network Buzzword is a product of the times and society, reflecting the current situation of con-
temporary social life. The term “neijuan” quickly became popular on the internet in the form of
“old bottled new wine” and has been popular to this day. This article studies “neijuan” and analyz-
es that it has undergone three semantic changes, from the initial academic term to the highly neg-
ative irrational competition meaning, and now to the neutral self deprecation and internal compe-
tition meaning. The ways of semantic evolution include metaphor, semantic deconstruction, and
the expansion and generalization of words. At the same time, a pragmatic analysis was conducted
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on it, and it was found that the main reasons for its popularity were related to the demands of the
times, the rapid development of technology, and the influence of social psychology. From the
perspective of pragmatic functions, the term “involution” was proposed to have four major func-
tions: narrative evaluation, emotional expression, language habit shaping, and triggering social
thinking.
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