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Abstract

The meaning of the character “xu” in modern society is inseparable from the meaning of “demand”
and “necessary”. It can also be used as a noun to form “people need” and “military need”, etc. We
have been quite distant from its ancient character configuration and its meaning. The character
“xu” is in Xu Shen’s “Shuowen Jie Zi-Yubu” has a subtle connection compared to other Yubu cha-
racters, which is worth pondering. Through sorting out the evolution of the character “xu” charac-
ter and its extension of meaning, we can achieve a new cognition of the character “xu”.
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