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Abstract

Sitcoms integrate and develop with each other in constant communication, and are popular with au-
diences because of their humor and close to life. Of course, this is inseparable from their humorous
language style. Therefore, verbal humor in sitcoms has attracted the attention of many scholars. In
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this paper, the most popular American sitcom “Friends” is selected as the research material. Lines
from 10 episodes of this work are selected as the research material. With the theoretical support of
the principles of cooperation and politeness, qualitative and quantitative research methods are
adopted to analyze the humorous language in this work. This paper finds that most of the humor in
sitcoms is produced by violating the principles of cooperation and politeness. All in all, this study
is helpful for audiences to better understand and appreciate sitcoms and verbal humor. At the same
time, it also helps language learners to further explore the deep roots of the generation of verbal
humor.
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1. 5|

BUERAE N — P ARSI R, AT h s B A . R HE AN, B AT,
BB R MBS R RIIRE . HAERE — N Z RO U URE,  d FA W ER PR AT DU ) 21 o A
AL A B 2RI AR,  JRAERE G RO LAME L AW S RS IEAUA SR (388 . FHAE, 2008) [1]. W&
FHMNE L ART Y AL AN E A B W BRIX — M T BRI TTER,  JUH R MR T
FEILEEAR I — A FZWFTLIT 1A o

RPN, 1 55 R M ERTE 5 K R . RS RIEIE T CE, B R, WOl wERKEF X
B, BT ERAW. . KREIBRmaRE. B 7 EEEAREFNEGRE R, U5
TEHERAE SR 1 R S R LR RO R, DRSO TBLBGE M ER, ek T R 2 . WAk
FERFRFARIE TR, W H A S, KEA AL, Xl w5 S SN BT E .
BRI 721 500 B B A o 5 AN R ARt o 155 55 35 A FH K 8 il BR 8 5 R B Rl A 15 /K
FAWAR I A0S R, K2 B 57 2 TR B R M 1 H 8 A3 o Bl 15 57 38 RS S A0 FR T
ST AL B AT I T T I (2] BRI, 1S E R F TR ER 1 A TR A T R AR

TR, BEERRIKEMAPE, HREFEERANP LSO —MiEas. R, BT i S EEAs
BERS, ST RE P E AL SO R IR B, B F0 1R S R R R T DA B 2
HOULAR T gt FEAE b g R 556 S R AR 4o AR SO SE 1 7 B R (2GR ) P MR ER TG TR 24T 73
Hragese, i PILE o VR S U AT AL 250 S U O RS A 5 1 S 5 TR (R FARRAIE o AR SOOI 1 IR G 5 BRI 50
WUER L IORAIE, IRt DR TR AR S IR, f e B ST, AR TR S A NES
HABR P 2 2188 AR, SR i I4E H o ARE P TR 5 2CBrRE ). IR, ASOEABITEE 21 F it —
A WIS B AL 2 SO R TR TE 5 1R HABR AR Z AR, T SE e ML E 1 35 2 S s ST A B o

2. XahsFd
2.1. BABRAYE X

CHAER” RIRT AT O, 1924 SFHMRTE R e B UCR L BN ], M EAER A D SRR N DU
3], BEAENT RS, BRI S SORE TRKIIAZ L, HoE CBAE— R 48N T .
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P T B, AFEFINEARFERE S, AIBEIFRAE — MR FIEZ NG — 2 L. B NIRRT IR,
AT LAZE 5 150 B — Le i BRI 01, SR, EDARME 258 S BR R4 LU E R AT I AR

X FHABRI 5 S, CBURDUE TR SL) (2016 4E58 7 AR) [4]ERE:  “ ‘WwBR’ , ZE3C humor &1 .
TESCHERMEAR A, BRI FE Lo B, EHR MR R AR TS R I R 76 2R AN AE 25 )3 o 1 IR 3
MR 1. IR, BBE —FZRE T . B LR . SRUETMIRZI ISP N L R ARHAE, R X o et
RIERAESE . AMUEF B, PO6E. K. S, TREREFE, KBS S55a. sES
5E%. B HHEME, BESHEGEX LM R SRS, XM ER S, AT
B B —FRERZ 0 B W

TESEARSIL, WABE TS, WHILESE, s, mE%. E¥EPRE . H%FTE L2
T, A R A5 R AR i R B 72 L. Morreal (1987) [5190N, HUER A B, & —FHRIRIIZORE, &
HINRGER H R AR . EAENES T, WA BRI AU R A S (40, R AR B AR, @ e
BOHBR R IR A UK. R, Apte (1985) [6]AA:  “HUERZE — ML REIRIIMAEL, B HIMERH 2
SCARELSE i 51 S (R AMAE (R SRk 7 . Palmer (1994) [7135 H, WAZR R % B A Sizbs b BB 2 A i 455
PASGIXFf A7 KA RIS RE

KA ERIE AT — G0 T UG A A2 0 8 X R B R A2, W BRI R bR e TR D7 22 AR
WRIEF A B I E WA R, KR 0 N BRI T R W B, AR5 7 B B ik, B R
53 J9 Bk 1 W BR RN JE T P e BR . Bergson (1999) [817F € iy R (1A 351 ) — 15 b BB b ks e B 23 5 18 A B
AR . FETE A ER R R W BR AR S 1B e R, JF B RN ARRE T 15 S BR AN S5 WA R, 1 R BR TR
TEFOBBRRI S R, BN Rl BRIEXHE T Ol fE b 51 SoB SR S UIA G, 1 & BB 5155
KB FEYIRR, I 5 1E W R W] DA IS 5B Bk BRI 3 1H BB R St da B2 P Fh 58 2 AN 1] 1) Wa B,
HENHATEMEHEF. AT, ¥R H Bergson (1999) [81%f HABA 425, X rh2& E4E FHE R (&
KA H 1 W BRI AT AT

22. BERW ey “ByER”

AR IR 2 56 2 44 08 5 3 A SR U T 1967 AEAEIS B A D R SR N . AR, AEAATTIEE
bR RErh, 2552 bR Ui AT U LA R TE R — RN, DB RO A, AR R
. ERFHUAHEN, RIECEAEN . BRI SRR e thatid, Ehrdied, =&
PR BEE S, HSL, MHAARE SR BMRE. RN, RIENIZFEW, ZAEAEX05 6
B 5 IR B8 . Ik, AT RUE Y, S DY SRR S0 AR 1A THE R 18 AL 3L R B S 1) Lok SR
AN SRATAT —J7 1 S 7V AR A — 2RI, A T RE S AR 2l A ORI ER

U SRR MIELZ AR ET 21N, B A S ERIE R A T K A RRER
RIERR . Grice (1975) [91WAJy,  “IATHIIRIEAZ UL AL & B AE T F RN, W2 IR
fih, WA GHE T BAOEEMBERE L, ENTRBMEEET N EREMIEE L, M2 5FEHINR
FHAGE A LBEER E K, B 2RI o R, XA PR AR
WIS 7R o il SO R B R AR A b ) — 5 Bl e 1 IX DY 26 eI P i — 2 B 2% . i & A
LRI ) A o S T ARSI, (R R IR B B SO S, AR U R 1
EAER . Bk, 2 EE SR DU Y R K T2 e (1A A 2% A

HOEAEN G “ AR DTk AT H PR B FE2 7, DL AN EE IR skl 25K
WAL, T EE SRR ZEAGR D, ZONGERALERIE S BT RIEERE iRt
ZHAPIER, e ERTE S i FEE.
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FREEN SR, “ORUHIE LATR HSK 7, AR CANEBARYONREHR N, BAERRERZ 80
PRI o AR AR, UIEE M S AE R TR ek, ROk FamdE, sl oy
AESRAE . QR RE LA — M LT8R Y 5 2 8 B A A, A BRI ORI A T

RAMEN SR “ZA R o WILH FT i LIS R AR IARE R 1R R AEN, W mlt
SAHEWT I S IERUTCRIE S, T A B

JrAHEN R B SR IK MHE AN S RIKMARITEA T o B BRI 1 2 Prid F2 rh gt S fif
FHECCIA, AR 2. (AR bRiE s b, S AT Ay 1 RER H Rk i, ey
WIHRE, Bl B SRR R 7™ AL A BRI RCR

A 1, 2 Ay 1 RIE S SOCEE SO iR, JF HLT % W] Be 0 I U i A AT 48
SASUER o PRI, i BRASCR A 38 3o 3 S Oxt 3 R SRR AT 1

2.3. FLERREN/ Ry “EyER”

EAERE R MR R EEF R —, (HEHRARFIERLRE— RN, taHLRRE. &1F
JE AN B 78 AR N2 8 TR R . 0 s e & 1 DL U] FO T S 75 8 3608 B CU I B S ARV
Rlk, 9E[EE 5 %5 Leech (1983) [1011A N, —Leidi k SRR NI4T A2 TALEN, RAWREERA 12 %
et N2, ANEEWTERIH . Bk, AbAE M T AL E . A “ALSRIE
A FEEAEJE I 53— A, R R — R ] LB .

ALSR ] —Fh 5 G AR S U A A B JE U, TR A8 B S A (1 55 08 AT M o 2R I 43 7S AN HE U«
PRURAED . DRMEAEI . BEEHEI . DRI — SO R E S . RTRAE XN AR TS
AN [F) 0 B B2 A, AT DI RS DG Rl — AN R R A AN AN TR T THT o 25—, A ol DU SR 13 1 2 R o/
N A5 2R, RNt A PRI 25 o IR MR D) 5 8 50 1 2 R Rl o | LR 2, 3 ot At A R 2
DRI, A5 HE D) = IR G (D6 Rt N, 7 DR 74 0 = R R I A B e 35, AR HEN, Ut
T ROZR R R B CRAEY, ReTge 2B A" o stdRENim s, v MR skt
By, RERISE M. FFEH, [ R 2R feb A, 538 FZR AT E £ 3
Co =, —SBUENRAH, BAOTAMIZBEERESMARSE; mEEEL, SRR % s R B
AL [RRSZ . AT R G, 7E VG AE R, Uil & ZR T Reth s AN DL (B AN, R0 3582
FIE LM EE, MR X B OB RIS .

G ERTR, ERRUERG AR, AR R AL S5 R U AN R £ FE SRt T e BRI L IR 4R
AW TR 5 A X PR BRI X S E S SR CERE) I F B BRI AT 0T, TR 2 S R S S
W R 07 R AL

3. A&t
3.1. #fZIa)RE

AR ERE R E R (ZAAC) MENB e, CLE R R IAAL S BN D A, 32 e S A E
PEARLS & B 750 K B 5 S SR EAT 00T, i A R AR PR A i) 7«

1) (BAL) HE BRI A AT Ik R 2

2) Ay b Sea R AL SR I 7 A Y e BR AR B e 2
32. MIRAE

N TR BER I SO AR AT RGURA I 0T, ARSCRA 1@ MERTE B R 5% € 2N
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(ZAe) wod e F R AL R N B 1S Bt AT Ge i, EAEMBE S R ECRE . Gt . BE
Ja, ARG 1 A AL SR I g S L, R DLRAR R R GE i TR . e
I M B AT P 2 B A BE AR 35 T e BR R 7 AR LA, 3 165 55 5 TR 3 B 45 f i O R R L 358 S U ) 19 2 T
T 613 5 T A ER

4, ARERSVTL
41. (EXKig) BhiER CP M PP HESHIER

A NE [ CP A PP B EEXS (ALY W) S B EREAT VP E4IRI0T 7T . 78 10 AT R
ALy, LI 247 BRG] T, RS CP AT PP TS L, X Ler BRI w] DLk — 28 73 NPy
Ko BE A LR L

Table 1. Distribution of violations of CP and PP in “Friends”
F 1 (ERE) PEREERNMILRENASFHER

1 I A B ) = Aok
R IE N 195 78.95%
A3 E 52 21.05%

Mt 247 100%

M LT DR, 2 (B ALY Pl T iE i CP S &AM ERE R i 1 PP [RI, W LAMS 458,
TSR SR T ARk B R E R 7 CP M PP, JF HiE e CP &L b3 [ PP 117 100 58 I
4.2. (ZEiZ) $iER CP B4 HRA

FE 5 Bk RE T, WA X5 AR A B E S B RO Uy AR It B A, DR AR A & B s —
SEMITEF A, AGRAIESZ B BA AT [11]. SRT, A Bh 0y 12 XA, S #cesdE® CP
HEN, A3k o — PP IXRRAANIE T AN RSE, P E BRI R, TR BISCBRig H . 1 SRR
A F X P 7 AR i MBS K . AR Grice (1975) [9]f CP, 32 2 @R T (CEAE) Y 2k )
¥ K o A

Table 2. Distribution of violations of four maxims of CP in “Friends”

F 2. (EERIZ) PiER CPHITFZKEN M HHIER

35 B R HE ) = Aok
e 61 31.28%
JR EEAE 68 34.87%
PR 11 5.64%
J7 2 55 28.21%

it 195 100%

N 2 s, (ZAAL) A 195 MRS i CP k™ AR MABR A . 78 BT i e 0 #E U Y da BR
R EEEN KRR Z . HUGEEEEN, HHIORATNMEN, ma R R RAEN, R AR iR
o TTE 2, 155558 b i e BRTE T8 K 22 52 i T 3 B o v U A B A D T A o RIS, o) Al ofe
PR3 T AR M ER B R R4 T AR
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4.2.1. R BEEN 4 BBk
R v N SR AAEXS RS A, FrRat s BARRE R Z BARRERD . SR, ERSsERIG, PG
F ] BEE S B v U T 77 A e R R .

Colleen: You told him he’s adopted?
Chandler: I’m sorry, but you should have a sign out there or at least whisper it to people when they come in the door.
“Owen doesn’t know he is adopted.” And he also thinks Santa is real.

GtE 5—%)

FEIRBOSIET,  HORMBEI IR SRR R — DMOR 2% 1. EEREEANOETE T —(F
B BT P SO RAE W, EA A FE U, O RIAR %S B e NN BT IE SR % T R OR, JF
HA B EWEE NAAFAE . BRAE AR A5 Frig i s Bogimld 1/ 2 E R, KERE R 7 HER
JE, AHEDHR T HOER R ROR o

4.2.2. R FREEN 4 B ER
5 BV U T SR AT A 50 R A P B Bk = R W RE R (115 . TS St R, SIS S &% N T Ak
BRSO V0 B U — LA T ARSI, NI e T R EUEI .

Monica: We just want to give you a heads up. Bill and Colleen hate us.
Phoebe: Why?

Chandler: Owen didn’t know he was adopted and Monica told him.
Monica: What?

FE+E 5—%)

BLUR R TR LR UL, O RIAT AT REAS B0 1 SRR R . TR SE LG ] R PRI, R A4S Y
(B 2 S R i VRO AR (72, S5 EREGER S UF 7 ROOXMEE . B8, ARE S
BT AR, AT A ER I RCR .

Joey: Okay, Ross. | realize that you didn’t expect to walk in and see that, but... let me explain, okay?
Rachel: We weren’t doing anything!
Joey: Rachel, he just saw us. But what you saw that is extant of it, okay? One Kiss.

G+E 5%

Hi K AT T ok, DTSNk, NS B 1R — R (P W B AT . X, FRAk
. AU AREA ! 7 AEIXE, ERAKHC T, db (RIS T B AR .

4.2.3. 1R RBREN] =4 AR
RAMENZRIE P LA E S FEAER, Wi, NERBER S EELRHNE. R
T IRAR MG, X5 4 AN T TE G 1t 388 380 V) 308 g o (LI v/ 30 e g 8 2 i R M BR (R 28R . 9 T
Monica: God, this adoption stuff is so overwhelming. There is inter-country adoption, dependency adoption. There are
S0 many ways to go and this is like the biggest decision of our lives.

Chandler: There is a hair in my coffee.

G+E 5%
AR, Sl AR ARE AT SR R IR SR AL TR A
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EAEEH AU “RATnmHE AT AR o X EE B AR S A T U BT R R T R R R,
{IENESN: sle SO L NETE S S

4.2.4. R FEN 4 Y ER

77 ZRAE U B R AT N e R R TR, IR ER AR ERIEESRE. R, &
Fesbya A AR T, YLIEE A N T SEP A O g B9 8 R T e ﬁﬁ—{ﬁmu,ﬂé@mm@&&%o
1 -

Ross: Everyone, | would like to make a toast... to Rachel and Joey...And to love. Ah, Love, L-O-V-E. Love, L is for like,
and what’s life without love...

Rachel: Oh my God, are we supposed to answer?

Ross: O is for “Oh, wow!” The V is for this very surprising turn of events, which | am still fine with, by the way. E is
for how extremely normal | find it... that you two are together.

GtE 5%

PRI, BRI AR IO, (5 T AR YRR TR, T LM A A5 A P I e L i i
AR BRI, XM 5B R e AT K. MI0FA R UT R, (BAI2E TR %
HABR IR
43. (EXid) PiER PP S HIER

Leech (1983) [10]3A A, fEHHAHES, 24 CP 5 PP KAEMKE, WHEEH AN THEMBHHE X R,
AL LUEY CP ORI RIESY PP, AT, 7ERRERIT, HTAOANLEENPRERAN, M4
W [ PP BRSSOk AR R . R 3 BRI T (EAGR) HiE R PP I A I .

Table 3. Distribution of violations of four maxims of PP in “Friends”

F 3. (EBARIZ) PiER PP HIARFENH I HIFR

R Hoe Byt
A R T e T 8 ) 8 15.38%
SRS HE T 20 38.46%

D v U 2 3.85%
—HoEN 20 38.46%

I 15 v ) 2 3.85%
Bit 52 100%

L 3Gt T (BRL) ik PP IR EAERSS RN 52 M T £E 6 SRAENI, i B HE NI AT —
BOAE N ) KU %2 (38.469%) 3 S A5 PAHE JU AT 1 DU 0 3903 L 2K (15.38%) 18 e e/ FAY 2 ) 156 1 U R e
HhHEIN (3.85%)  Z5 LT IA, 155 55 5 Al A5 i R UL FD g BRI A 0 oA U AT — B U Ao S S5 TR
X T 7 U A e 4 U0 5 JEC Al R U P AR R4 T BB

4.3.1. ERSEFREED £ B
FHAHENIREAE U8 % 0] b A AR e /N, T (0T AN B 2 i KA o T AR Fh TR ABE 1 U1
EACEpNAZE Aot = E AN IEn e 2N SIS SN S B S S ON A A
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Monica: Thank you so much for seeing us, Phoebe has told us great things about you guys.
Colleen: We are happy to help.

Bill: We went through the same thing when we over-adopting.

Chandler: So a lot of malfunctioning wee-wees and hoo-hoos in this room, huh?

F+E 5—%)

B R AR B Y R B AN LL R RIAWOGREZ 54Dy, (B8 “ XA A LA R 2 S
o XIE? 7 X APTE SR A PR BRI EL /R R IA L BRI A AR TN
R T AR, AT R ERRCR

4.3.2. ¥R BEEEN =4 fody Rk

FRAE HE R UE N, Viih & MR B S N TS5, A AR 8835 . i, Viih & N i%
WEARL I A PAIE, T S ARSI e . SR, 335 S B2 v T A It 2l sk — 5 R WA BR 2%
B B,

Amanda: Gosh, this is brilliant, it’s just like old time. I’m so happy you two are friends again.
Monica: When were we not friends?

Amanda: Well, it was 1992. And | remember because that was the year | had sex with Evel Knievel.
Monica: We were friends in 1992.

Amanda: No, | distinctly remember you were dodging her calls, and trying to avoid seeing her.
Monica: You were going to cut me out?

Phoebe: Well, kind of.

Monica: Oh, my god.

Amanda: Oh, bugger, should I have said that | feel like a perfect arse.

Phoebe: Well, in America, you’re just an ass.

Ght% B=%)

B 2 ik DR BB S RAFELL T, fhf e s A R . SR, B ik — ELAE SR,
SRR MFE Z ARG G . M. “ FRIGREHICA IRAE SR i () B ts, RERER IR . 5K,
BT 2 A ORI K5 SR 1 SRR AEELL Z g5k, PrUAAh 78 Bt “ RAIZ A B SR AT
fleefe” o “HE, fESRE, RARANRE” o FEECHIIRIZ A R BR EE G0 10 R A R, s T B
EUEM, (EA1E T HERKIRCR -

4.3.3. B iRENED 4 AEER
D HE I 550, 18 NOZ S R B R, AT SO R R xR A T A
BRI, BOEEEEAAZRPRER O, DOLEREECR . il

Phoebe: I can move some stuff around and I will be there. You and Alice take the whole day together.
Frank: You do that for us?

Phoebe: Are you kidding? That’s what sister is for!

XK A& FE LA IR 22 50 % T MU 7 AN T8) 20 BE A 18 o S Bt 7T DA — S8 2K PE SR IR B £% 1417
R MEN LA H MR BRI, EEL . “IRE08 T 3RATS? 7 JELLLR L
B XA R 7 SRR R, BRIREHE Y T AT, i T R I AE N .
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4.3.4. R —HUEN 4 Y Bk
— ki, XA, Z25FERRERDECSMAZESE, REY KA 5MAZ AR —
vk, DL, (EAERSSERI, SO NS SO e A KRR . il

Phoebe: Okay, this is crazy, we cannot seriously be talking about me taking one of your kids, can we?

Frank: Oh, no, of course, we’re not.

Phoebe: That’s insane.

Frank: I know.

Phoebe: Alice would never go for it right?

Frank: | don’t know. She is pretty tired too. I think we should get her on board...

Phoebe: I’'m sorry, | didn’t realize things were so bad. You know, I’ll help out more, | can baby-sit anytime you want.
You name the day, and I’ll be there.

Frank: How about tomorrow?

Phoebe: Well, that’s not good.

Ght% B=%)

X AR AN 96 22 0 2 8] 50 T BB AT T £ 5~ o0 18 o DR g o =2 e b Z5R] N HRB =AM 21, AR AR ) SEEE
A I R S RERBTIX L% 1. BARAELLAE W AR 2 A 2 A, TSR MR, H 2595 22 iR Y]
RIBEEZ T I, SELCSLZIAELS 7M. XAJTEINGR 7 IEAT 22 e 2 () 70 80, i 1 — U

4.3.5. 15K FEIEEN 4 AR

Bl A SR AT IVAC ARS8 U = E AT LY NP IO ) 2 S S FNis8: e A S B s LY )
[ o WHE Y AMTERIRN. BGEENE, NS 2 8. BEERER AR, & IE I
T AT DA SR — 2 A ER U . ol

Joey: It’s kind of weird that I’m sitting next to Charlie after we broke up.
Chandler: Yeah, It’s almost as if air Barbados doesn’t care about your social life.
Joey: Does someone mind switching and sitting with Charlie?

Ross: Oh, | mean, I—Dude, | spent the whole conference with Charlie.

Joey: | understand.

G+F F2%)

FEOHLLE, TRl B SN B (TR BRI 20 A AR AE i, it A A5 A ARt S 45 RA 38 S e o
AT, AR ACAE LN Z AL, IR AT AR, IR TR S, SHE T EERRCR

5. BRESSR

I AT, WATTUASH LIRS, Bk, BESa0, BRER SISl 2 liiEx
CP 1 PP RSZHLI, JFHidi/x CP MR ELL PP B, HIR, 76 CP TH, B E RS Ey Bk
R RN, R ECREAEN . B, TE PP JTH, S R R s s v D RN — SO U ) B R
%, 3 S e v DU AR ) A7 4 U ) IR B D

VT2, CEEIUE AN G KA T E R, SRR 7 AT N3OS .
18 AL B B R Lk P A AR AT kS A, TETETT, BEEEUR Y &IE
TR EE )5, TER T AR RS E SO R SR RS #, oD N AN FE X EF 2R R (D)
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FH s S DU AR T T3 S A A UL R BEE T JU AR R B LR BRI Z 8, CEAGIE) R e BRIE
FEIW TR FT . PO T X E A B (R GURSEE, X R D7 NS E A A, il TRk A
S R[12]

B E A EAREE NMIKEE. EREMAR. MARKESSSEES AR, HEERA
(7] 4 R 4 7 3o 58 [ 17 S5 ) AN o K 22 B0 AR i 42 52 (1 S X, T RE A2 R D SCAL TR R RO AN [ - Halll (1976)
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