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Abstract

By means of the corpus too], it can be found that “Qiao” and “Qiaole” have undergone the process of
grammaticalization. “Qiao” has experienced the semantic shifts from “Qiao1”, expressing a concrete
skill, to “Qiaoz”, demonstrating an abstract coincidence, and to “Qiaos”, indicating the negative atti-
tude; the part of speech of Qiao changes from adjective to adverb; the syntactic position changes
from the subject or object to the complement; the implied emotional color varies from positive to
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neutral and then to negative. The grammaticalization of “Qiaole” is based on the word “Qiao”, from
the meaning of a specific skill of “Qiaole1” to the abstract meaning of degree and probability of “Qi-
aolez” and “Qiaoles”, and then to the connection meaning of “Qiaole4”; the syntactic position changes
from predicate to complement and then to independent discourse mark. The emotional color has
also experienced a “positive-neutral-negative-neutral” transformation process. In addition, the
grammaticalization of “Qiao” and “Qiaole” not only reflects the strong unidirectional tendency of
grammaticalization, but also contains some unidirectional counterexamples. Those counterexam-
ples are helpful to discover more causes of language evolution and further illustrate that grammat-
icalisation is not a singular linear process, but a complex process.
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