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Abstract

In the context of the digital age, the internet tribal word “X Xue” has emerged as a novel linguistic
phenomenon, gaining widespread popularity on the internet. This paper systematically analyzes
the definition, nature, composition, and grammatical functions of the “X Xue” tribal words by tracing
the diachronic semantic evolution of the character “Xue”. Drawing upon memetics as the theoretical
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framework, the study delves into the reasons for the popularity and dissemination of “X Xue” in the
era of internet streaming media, as well as the underlying mechanisms of its grammaticalization
process. The research finds that the popularity and dissemination of “X Xue” undergo four stages of
meme replication: assimilation, retention, expression, and transmission. Its grammaticalization
phenomenon is closely tied to the principle of linguistic economy, users’ novelty-seeking mentality,
and the development of cognitive abilities. The conclusions of this study not only provide empirical
analysis for understanding the evolution of internet language but also offer practical implications
for predicting and guiding the healthy development of internet language.
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