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Abstract

This study utilizes the Corpus of Center for Chinese Linguistics at Peking University (referred to as
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the CCL Corpus) to investigate the evolution of laughter onomatopoeia in Chinese across various his-
torical periods, highlighting changes in phonetic, semantic, and pragmatic dimensions. The findings
reveal that, over time, laughter onomatopoeia in Chinese has evolved from simple forms to increas-
ingly complex and diverse expressions. In particular, modern times have seen the emergence of nu-
merous new words due to cultural exchanges and technological advancements, further expanding the
representation of “laughter”. From the pre-Qin period to the present, significant changes are observed
in the phonetic, semantic, and pragmatic aspects of laughter onomatopoeia. For example, while the
basic meaning of “F4#3” has remained stable from the Southern Song to the Qing dynasty, its form and
collocation have diversified, conveying richer emotional nuances. In contrast, onomatopoeia such as
“IERE” and “FIT” have evolved from expressing subtle, casual emotions to conveying sarcasm and
ridicule, reflecting their functional expansion and adaptability across different historical and cul-
tural contexts.
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VB FH 2 P (V0 F AR AE 5 SO BRI, RUE AN B SR e IR, 10RO B, 2 5m
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PABZRDURT “27 BB IRERIARIIE 5 2R E A AR A
3.2. BuRGT
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Table 1. Usage of laughter onomatopoeia in Chinese across historical periods
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35 CCL B RME AR 4T, JeZRE/NFARIAICHR A,  “TEmE” f1 “nzng” VA% = iE e
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B) ZLHFAmED: “El FFMNZIRK, THMEENR? 7 (X <EEF)
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ENER R PEEGE T JofR (aTo) . “nang” Wb B AR, ik Mg D)t sbE e .
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