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Abstract

This article deduces that the implicit negative meaning of “joke” in specific contexts is conveyed by
the sense of “laughter” as “ridicule” or “mockery” through the evolution of the meaning of the word
“joke”. “Joke” has the function of semantic marker, which is to express the negation of the dialectal
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domain or behavioral domain. Semantic negation and pragmatic negation together contribute to
the strong linguistic negation of the other party’s verbal behavior, and the negative semantic hi-
erarchy it reveals builds up a relatively complete continuum: incomprehension < disapproval <
opposition < rebuke. The stance marker “joke” mainly plays the functions of interpersonal inter-
action and stance expression in the discourse. When the negative force level of “joke” is lower and
closer to the left side of the continuum, it embodies a stronger function of interpersonal interac-
tion, and is more used to enhance interpersonal relations and social interaction; the closer to the
right side of the continuum, the stronger the stance-expression function it embodies, and the
more it is used to express one’s personal stance and opinions. The negative stance marker “joke”
expresses a negative stance, and the strength of its negative meaning varies depending on the
subjective point of view of the speaker. In addition, this paper argues that the strong negative
semantics of “X words”, which are similar to “jokes”, cannot be separated from the cognitive met-
aphor and pragmatic reasoning, and that stance markers that express pragmatic negativity are
biased towards respondents in the turn of the discourse, and must have a negating subject and a
negating object exist.
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Table 1. Statistics on the meaning of the Chinese character “Xiao” throughout the ages

F 1 FERR ‘R’ FENGITE

XIﬁ\\ﬁﬂﬁ AV S TV C I 1AV =/ AV < 31
ML B 7 3 3

X 2: YL S 4 2 192 48 104 350
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XTI 4: FRAIRMEH; SRS 60 129 42 231
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Table 2. Summary of negative expressions related to the word “Hua” in everyday language
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