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Abstract

In order to explore the changes of English listening test after the reform of Senior High School En-
trance Examination in Liuzhou, this study conducted a qualitative and quantitative study on the
content validity of the English listening tests from 2022 to 2024 based on the framework of language
task characteristics, in terms of characteristics of the input and the expected response. From the
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perspective of characteristics of the input, the tests showed that the number of sentence monologue
was reduced, while the number of discourse comprehension was increased with the fill-in-the-
blank added. The overall number of words in the listening texts was increased and the themes of
each listening texts were broaden. The tasks became easier with lower speed of output. In the aspect
of characteristics of the expected response, the limited output of answers was added and the exam-
ination of the ability to obtain details was continued. The above changes are closer to the Standards
of the New Curriculum for the development of students’ comprehensive quality, reflecting a higher
degree of content validity of the reformed test. In order to fully adapt to the changes, multi-topic
listening training should be expanded and the comprehension ability, especially the ability to grasp
details, should also be cultivated.
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Table 1. The framework of content validity of English listening tests
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Table 2. Formats of English listening tests
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Table 3. The length of English listening texts
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Table 4. Time and average speech rate of English listening tests
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Table 5. Thematic distribution of English listening tests
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Table 6. Readability of English listening tests
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Table 7. Types of the expected response in English listening tests
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Table 8. Distribution of listening skills in English listening tests
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